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giving them reasonable notice; and whenever such
calls arz anticipated at the peried for rendering
estimates for funds, it will be remarked on the esti-
mate, that “the amount will be required in specie,”
in order that the secretary of the treasury may be
so notified upon the requisition, and make his ar-
rangements accordingly.
Respecttully, your most obedient servant,

A
Com. gen. of sub.

From this one circular which has come to light,
we tnay fairly argue the existence of similar ones
in all the departments; and then what a figure, in
the eyes of honest and trath-loving people, does the
secretary of the treasury cut, when he authorises so
palpable an evasion and prevarication as that above
referred to in the Globe!

{Let us do justice, as far as we can, to all men.
We do not believe that the evasion referred to was
autherised, and we doubt whether it was approved
by the secretary of the treasury.] [ Nat. Intel.
MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF MARY-

Execulive department, Jnnapolis, Nov. 25, 1836,
Gentlemen of lhe senute, and

of the house of delegales:

The exiraordinary occurrences, which, in our
Jjudgient, rendered it proper amd necessary that
vou should meet in general assembly at this time,
having been briefly detailed in the proclamation
calling you together, a copy of which is herewith
submitted, we proceed to state to you, more at
large, the views by which we were influenced, and
the objects sought to be accomplished by calling
for the exertion of your authoerity, in the unprece-
dented crisis in our atfairs, so faithlessly aud wan-
touly brought about.

It was with deep regret, that we felt ourselves
called upon to expose to the world conduct of Ma-
rylanders, so utterly unworthy of the name, and so
liltle to have been expected of descendants from,
and partakers in the honor and fame of ancestors of
such unsullied purily and glorious memory, as
every son of the state should be proud of and strive
{o etaulate.  But, ufter wailing 1n vain, with pain-
lul anxiety and deep solicitude, in hopes thata re-
turning sense of duty, moral and political, would
cause at least a sufficient number of the recusant
electors, 1o attend the college, and with those who
had qualified, elect a senule, until after the last of
the exciting eclections ot the season was over, but
not until 113 result was aseerfuined, when there
could be no suspicion of partizan desigu or politi-
cal motive for our acticn, we felt that we could no
longer focbear, in duty to the people of the state
and justice to ourselves, to take a tirm and deter-
mined stand in support of the constitution and au-
thority of the government, against the designs and
procesdings intended to elfect their overthrow.

[tis believed that the annals of party contention,
and political errors and aberations from daty, to
which all party spieit naturally tends, would be
searched in vain for a ~ase of such plain and palpa-
ble violation of counstitutional duty and moral obli-
ration, as the conducet of the recusant eleciors of
the senate of Maryland exhibits; and althongh all
who have approved of their unholy designs, and
lent their aid and assistance to carry them into ef-
fect, have been guilty of gross dereliction and vio-
lation of the duty of good citizens, it is only those
who counszled, beguiled and misled them to the
cou]rse they pursued, that equal them in degree of

uiit,
8 A painful sense of doty having required of us to
denounce the condect of the recusant electors and
their sbettors, in terms suited to the nature and de-
sign of their oifences, it is with the greatest satis-
fuction that we turn from them to do justice to the
patriolic and neble conduct of many of their politi-
cal partizans.  In sowe parts of the state, and par-
ticularly in Allegany ecounty, the party to which
they befong, almost with one voice condemned,
and, frem the first, reprobated their conduct, with
as much severity as their political opponents have
done; and we believe this has been the case with a
very respeclable portion of their political friends in
every part of the state. Such patriotic conduct,
breaking and rising above all party trammels, when
the censtitution and governmeut—the tranquillity
and welfarc of the state were endangered, merits all
praise, and meets our anqualified admiration. And
we have great gratification in expressing the high-
est confidence, inspired by manifestations and evi-
dences in every quarter of the state, that when the
tecent excitements shall have passed away, and
reason shall have triumphed over the madness of
party, and resumed her empire, that the number
even of the political partizans of the recusant elee-
tors, who wiil continue to countenance and sup-
port them in their delinguency, and revolutionary

designs and proceedings, will be comparatively
very few, and be confined to such of their promi-
nent counsellors and principal zbettors as will bave
no hope of re-establishing themselves in the good
opinion and confidence of the community. We
will not allow ourselves to doubt, that even among
the recusants themselves, there wiil be found some,
whose honesty and patriotismn will finally triumph
over their misguided passions, and cause them to
leok back upou their late conduct with mingled as-
tonishment and shame, and the most profound ab-
horrence of the wily, evil advisers by whom they
were led estray.

As soon as the recusant electors had taken their
course, it became the duty of the executive, and
indeed of all good citizens, to inforin themselves of
the constitutional and best means of defeating their
designs, and supporting the constitution and govern-
ment, and providing a remedy for their dereliction
of duty. Upon examination of the canstitution
and form of government with this view, we found
cause of increascd admiration of the wisdom and
forecast of the patriotic and eminent statesmaen by
whom it was framed. We found that they had not
left it in the power of any unfaithful agents of the
people, to destroy this work of their wise hieads and
pure hearts.  They provided that «“the general as-
sembly of Maryland” should consist of a senate and
house of delegates, and for periodical elections of
the members of each branch, without otherwise
limiting the term of service of either. But although
they had the forecast so to frame the provisions in
relation to the elections of members of the senate
and house of delegates, as to guard against the ef-
fects of improper conduct, or omissions of unfaith-
ful agents, willing to leave the slate without a gene-
ral assembly, by leaving the term of service of the
members of each house unlimited, otherwise than
by the election of successors, yet it is manifest that
they intended the people should have the power and
means, and expected they would be exercised, of
terminating the service of the members of the se-
nate every fifth year, and of the members of the
honse of delegates every year. Itwas in this view,
uncoubtedly, that they provided for elections to fill
vacaucies in the senate, “for the residue of the said
term of five years.”

If any support were necessary to this plain view
of the nrovisions of the constitution, it is abundant-
ly supplied by numerous jndicial anthorities and
decisions, both English and American, in cases di-
rectly in point. Iu Foole va. Prowse mayor of the
town of Truro, reported in Strange, page 623, <it
was held, that the words, canvalim elizende (to he
chosen annually,) were only directory, and that an
annnal election of them was not necessary to make
an election in their presence good, and King, C. J.
who delivered the opivion of the eourt, compared
it to the cage of constables and other annual officers,
who ar good officers afier the year is oud, unhl ano-
ther is elected and sworn.”  1n this case, the charter
of the town directed, that the election of aldermen
should be made annually, and that the election of’
mayor should be held in the presence of the alder-
men. The aldermen, in whose presence Prowse
had been elected mayor, had not been clected an-
nually, but held their offices of aldermen in virtue
of an election held some vears before. Prowse’s
election was held to be valid. Lo the same effect,
substantially, are the following decisions, vizi—
Hicks vs. lown of Launceston, 1 Rolle’s abridgment,
page 513, Queen vs. The corporation of Durham,
10ti modern reports, page 146. Smith vs. Smilh, 3d
equity reports of South Carolina, and the pcople vs.
Runkles, 9th Johnson's New York reports, page 147,
in which all the other cases hers mentioned, and
several text books, are cited as authorities.

The continuance of the senate, until superseded
by the election of successors being thus settled in
our minds beyond a doubt, we should at once have
called the general assembly together, with a view
of their making provision for the election of other
electors in the place of thuse who had refused and
negleeted to attend the college and perform their
duty, but for the additional excitement and inis-
construction of motive, which we apprehended
would be produced in the public mind by sucha
step, during the pendency of the recent elqction of
electors of president and vice president of the U.
States; and we determined fo call the general assem-
bly for that purpose, immediately after that election
should be over, without regard to, or intention tobe
influenced in the least by, what might be the result
of that election. .

Considering that the spirit of the constitution, and
the plain intent of its framers require that the term
of senators shall be terminated by the election of
successors every five years, er as soon ihereafter
as circumstances 1nay admit of, our first object in

tors of the senate, in the place of those who had re-
fused or neglected to attend the eollege and perform
their duty. That the general assemnbly have the
authority to provide by law for a new ‘election in
such a case, is a proposition so clear of rational
doubt, that, but for the lawless and anarchical spi-
rit of the day, which calls in question the most ven-
erable and Dbest settled doctrines of constitutional
law, and embraces in their stead the most wild and
monstrous absurdities, no argument or authority
would be neeessary or even proper to sustain it.—
Even if the original constitutional provision on the
subject remained entire and unchanged, the power
to provide for the election in such a case, would be
ample, but all such partsof - that constitutional pro-
vision, as relates to the judges, (ime, place and man-
ner of holding elections, having been abolished at
the November sessions 1798 and 3799, and left there-
after to be regulated by law, it would seem impos-
sible that doubt could be raised on the subject.—
Yet being aware that the authority of the general
assenbly in this respect, has been not only ques-
tioned but strenuously denied, we deem it proper to
refer o a few conclusive authorities in support of
it.  That eminent jurist,James Kent, late chancel-
lor of New York, in the second volume of his com-
mentaries, says—that ‘the power of election, or the
supplying of members in the room of such as are
removed by death or otherwise, is said to be a pow-
et incident to, and necessarily implied in every ag-
gregale corporation, from the principle of self pre-
serration,” that “it was decided in the case of
Newling vs. Francls, 8d term reporls, 189, that
“when the mode of electing corporate officers, was

not regulated by charter or prescription, the corpo-
ration might make by-laws to regulate the eleetion,
Fro\'i(!ed they did not infringe the charter.” And
1e refers to various other authorities in support of
his position. Such power being an incident to,
and necessarily implied in every aggregate corpora-
tion*” how can it be donbted that the legislative au-
thority. which grant charters of incorporation, pos-
sess at least equal powers of “sclf preservation?”

That there 18 no existing legal provision for an
election to supply vacancies in'the senatorial elec.
toral college, it is presumed, is for the same reason,
that the punishment of the crime of parricide, when
first committed in the Athenian commonwealth,
was found to be unprovided for: because it had
never entered into the conceptions of the framers
of the constitution or laws, that such a prevision
was or would becotne necessary.

A saflicient number of the recusant electors hav-
ing, since the issuing of our proclamation and be-
fore the day assigned for the meeting of the general
assembly, attended the electoral college, gqualified
and joined with thosc faithful electors who had
from the first been ready to perform their duty, and
o new senate having been elected, it will now only
be necessary, in reference to the conduct of the
vecusants and their abettors, to yrovide appropriate
remedies to meet any future like conduct or oc-
currences. And for this purpose, we respectful-
ly recommend an amnendment of our election laws,
providing for new elections to fill any vacancies
which may ocenr in any future electoral college,
by death or resignation, or by refusal or neglect
to attend and qualify within a specified time; and
we also recommend an amendnent in our eriminal
laws, providing for suitable and adequate punish-
ment of any agents of the people who may hereafter
solieit and receive, or accept of any public trast,
and refuse or wilfully neglect to perform the duties
enjoined by the constitution or laws.

Supposing that you will conecur with us in the
opinion, that at this extraordinary session your
attention and labors ought to be confined to the
special objects of calling you together, and such
other business of importance as the welfare of the
state requives to be acted upon without delay, we
shall forbear to call to your notice or attention any
other subjects of interest to the state. Amon,
these we esteem the passage of such laws as yon
may deem necessary and proper for suppressing all
vevolutionary designs and proceedings; for the bet-
ter support of the constitution and government,
aud for bringing to justice and deserved punishment
their future violators. As the constitution provides
that no part thereof shall be altered, changed or
abelished, unless a bill so to alter, change or abolish
the same shall pass the general assembly, and be
published at least three months before a new elec-
tion, and shall be confirmed by the general asserbly,
after a new election of delegates, in the first session
after such new election; and as several bills for
alterations of the constitution were passed by the .
last general assembly, it is necessary to their con-
firmation as a part of the constitution, that you
should act upon them at the present session.

Awd as the act of congress, providing for the de.

convening the general assembly was, that they

might pass a law providing for the election of elec-

posite wilh the states of “the surplus rovenue of the



Q214

NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—DEC. 3, 1836—MARYLAND LEGISLATURE.

United States, requires that legal provision shall be
made by each stafe for receiving her proportion
thereof, and giving the required obligations for its
return when%egali’y called for, before receiving any
part of said surplus, and as the distribution is to
commence on, or soon after the first day of January
next, we recommend the passage of a law in con-
formity to the requirements of the act of congress:
a copy of which, with a circular from the secreta
of the treasury of the United States, we herewith
submit for your consideration.

Reform ‘of the constitution, havirg been held
forth by the recusant electors as their ostensible
object in the course of conduct pursued by them
and their abettors, our views upon that subject are
perhaps justly and properly expected.

In an address to the people of the state, the re-
cusant electors  undertook to defend their attempt
to subvert the constitution by revolutionary means,
upon the unfounded asswmption that all hope of
adequate amendment, or, in the cant, various mean-
ing, and undefined phrase of the day—reform, by
the constitutional method, are vain and illusory;
and they quoted, with a view to support their
assumption of right to pursue the course they had
adopted and recommended to their ¢oadjutors, from
our bill of rights, the unquestionable truth «that
whenever the ends of government are perverted, and
public liberty manifestly endangered, and all other
means ot redress are ineffectual, the people may,
and of right ought, to reform the old or establish
a new government.” But they omitted all at-
tempts to show that these circumstances had oc-
curred, or, that they were the people, or even the
representatives of any part of them, for such a pur-

ose.

What are the ends of government! The secnrity
of life, liberty and property, may be the brief but
comprehensive answer; and we state with honest
pride, and in the fullest confidence, that in no com-
munity have these ends been more clfectually pro-
vided for, ur nure amply enjuyed, and that an iu-
stance cannot be cited from our history under the
constitution, in which any of them have been
violated, by color of law. #When public libarty
is manifestly endangered?” As it is notoriously
felt by all, so it needs no argument to prove, that
public liberty has never been endangered, or even
threatened here, save by the rash or miszuided
men, and their abettors whose conduct is now under
review. But, were it otherwise, and had these
events ocenrred, can it be said, with the least sem-
blance of truth, ¢that all other means of redress”
have been tried and found “ineffectual?”” No other
constitution or form of government has provided
more amply for its amendment, or a mode more
ready, easy, safe and judicious for that purpose
than ours, nor has there ever occurred, since ils
adoption, a time when the assumption or asserlion
that there is no hope of reform under it, was so
evidently untrue as at the present.

In the lapse of sixty years, the position of society
has materially varied, so that the provisions of the
constitution are less perfect in theory, and less
adapted to ideas of right, and to the present con-
dition, wishes and interest of the people, than at the
time of its establishment. There are several parts
of the instrument which it is generally believed
might be beneficially changed. The establishment
of a different basis and apportionment of represen-
tation is required by a just regard to the rights,
interests and wishes of the people of the more
populous sections of the state, and there is every
reason to believe that anch a change, in this re-
spect, as ouwht to satisfy the large and populous
sections, and can be safely conceded by the smaller
and less popnlous, can, and will he obtained, in the
congtitutional manner, and with general consent,
Tha comparalive inequality of the representation
of different sections of the state, with reference to
population, taxation and business, has been pressed
upon the attention of the people and the legislature
for several years past, and, as cvidence of {he
impression which had been made in favor of con-
ceding to the more populons seclions, an increase
of representation and political power, or, in other
words, of the advance of the principal cause of
reform, the general assembly, at the last annmal
acssion, and but just before it has been so boldly,
but untruly asserted or assnmed, that all hope of
obtaining reform in the constitntional mode, was
vain and illusory, passed two bills, such as had
frequently before been rejected, which, when con-
firmed, will give an increase of six representatives
to the most popurious sections—two to the city of
Baltimore, and four to the people who now comi)ose
the counties of Baltimore and Frederick!!

Can any sane mind believe, under these circum-
stances, that the real, and mein object of the vecusant
clectors and their abettors, in the course they have
pursited, was reform in the constitution? But one

answer, in substance and truth, can be given to this
question. 1t is as manifest that the ostensible was
not the real and main object, as that the assumptions
upon which their measures were predicated, were,
and are utterly destitute of foundation, untrue, and
have been disproved by unquestionable facts.

We feel warranted by the facts which we have
stated, and by the evidences of public sentiment in
every quarter of the state, in expressing the fullest
confidence, that whenever, and 1n whatever peace-
able and orderly manuer, the people of the state
shall have clearly indicated the kind and exfent of
further just, reasonable and proper amendments de-
sired by them, that their wishes will be carried into
effect, in the regular manner, and with as little de-
lay as a just and prudent consideration of, and the
necessary action upon them, will admit of.

As a change in the basis of representation, is the
great question of reform most generally desired and
justly insisted upon, we beg leave to sugwest for
constderation, as a fair compromise of the conflict-
ing views and interests in relation to the nature and
proper extent of such change, and as suited to our
condition and local circumstarnces, that our consti-
tution, in this respect, be altered so as to conform,
as nearly as our circumstances will justify, to that
of the United States: that the representation in the
house of delegates be based on population of federal
numbers, limited however, by a maximum for the
larger countics, and the city of Baltimore, and by
a minimum for the smaller counties and the city of
Annapolis, and that a senator be allowed to cach
county, and the city of Baltimore.

And lastly,

Gentlemen of the house of delegates,

It is with you to consider of the necessity or ex-
pediency of exerting the powers with which you are
clothed by the constitution, «as the grand inquest
of the state, to inquire into the complaints, griev-
ances and offences,” which have occasioned you to
be called together.

With humble supplications to Divine FProvidence,
that all our labors may be directed and controlled
by virtue and wisdom, and result in the promotion
of the welfare and prosperity of the state,

We remain, with the highest consideration and
respect, your obedient servants,

THO. W. VEAZEY.

MARYLAND LEGISLATURE.

A sufficient number of the new senate to form a
quorum, having failed to attend at Annapolis, the
house of delegates adjourned on Saturday Iast, after
having adopted the following order, submitted by
l\[r. Gough, as a substitute for one otfered by Mr.
Risteau, which was a mere motion for adjournment,
sine die, without allusion to the circumstances under
which the legisluture was convened.

 Whereas, the firm, dignified and energetic stand
taken by his excellency, governor Veazey, in his
proclumation, convoking an extraordinary sc!sion
of the legislature to defeat the revolutionary designs
and procecdings entertained and carried on by the
recusant clectors, with the view of overthrowing
the constitution and form of government, haz super-
seded the necessity of any immediate legislative
action on that subject, by inducing a snfficient nuin-
ber of the aforesaid recusant electors, to the per-
forinance of their duty: .And wherees, it is the opi-
nion of this house that immediate action on the va-
rious ether matters referred to its consideration, by
t.he message of the governor, received on yesterday
is not indispensably requisite; Jnd whereas, it is
uncerfain whether a quornm of the senate can be
assembled without considerable delay and conse-
gquent expense to the state, thercfore,

«Ordered, Thatitis expedient that this house shall
adjourn immediately, witheut day.”

The Annapolis “Republican” of Tuesday last
containg the fellowing sketch of the questions
which were considered during the brief session,
which cannot fail to intcrest our readers and be
usclul for reference.

THE SESSION OF A WEEFK.

The house of delegates, nearly every member of
which, obeying to the governor’s proclamation, at-
tended at the seat of government on Monday last,
found themselves in a position entirely new, and
not without its difficulties.

The electors had failed to provide a new senate,
The wisdom and foresight of the enlightened fram-
ers of our state constitution was made strikingly
manifest, as we evidenced the importance of that
arrangement therein, whereby the term for which
either branch of the legislature as well 2s some of
the other most important offices are elected, is
made to depend not upon a specified time, but upon
the fact of successors being provided to assume
their duties. The time wherein new elections shall

take place, is fixed, but if from any cause an elec-

tion fails to be effeeted, the government is not
thereby allowed to expire, as the recusant electors
imagined, but is continned in the hands of those
last elected, until a new election is effected. The
peo{)]e of this state have been perfectly familiar
with this valuable trait in their constitution, as it
operated upon these most important officers, the
sheriils of the several counties, the tenor of whose
appointments is arranged in this respect similar to
that of the senate and house of delegates. The
authority of a sheriff’ does not cease upon a specifi-
ed day, but upon the election and qualification of a
person to assume hig duties. The value of this ar-
rangement has long been obvious in kis case. Its
still greater value in regard to legisiative bodies has
just been tested, though it is quite likely that few
constitution malkers of the present day wouid have
duly estimated its importance.

The governor accordingly in his proclamation
convening the general assembly, intimated in the
preamble, that the senate elected in 1831, continu-
ed to be the senate of Maryland, and the inference
was that their attendance was required by the pro-
clamation.

On the very eve of the day when their aftend-
ance was required, and after several of them had
actually reached the spot, a new sevate is elected,
and thereby fheir term of service terminated.

Several technical questions immediately arose.
The executive proclamation bad in due form sum-
moned “THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY or Mary-
LAND,” to meet on a given day, allowing them, as
the constitution requires “ai least ien day’s nofice.”
It was strennously contended on one hand, that
though the gencral assembly had had ten day’s no-
tice, yet that the new members now elected to con-
stitute one branch thereof, had not had ten daly’s
notice, nor had any proclamation been issued that
they could recognize as embracing themselves—and
further, some maintained that even if they or a
qnorum of them should attend, in consequence of
informal notification, the legality of holding a ses-
sion with them, would be coutested on the ground
of their not having had the notice which the consti-
tution stipulated. The members who enterfained
these opinions, most if" not alt ol them, objected to
forming a house of delegates, and proposed that the
members should return home without forming 2
quoram,

This was objrcted to by a majority of the body,
upon the ground, t' it as they have heen surmoned
by the executive, according to the provisions of
the constitution, they were compelled to obey. The
execuitive power in this respect is of the very last
importance, and an evasion, even though unimport-
ant at the time, might furnish precedent of most
disastrous effect.

The idea that the executive might countermand
their own proclamation was started and gravely
considered. Though not forbidden expressly by {he
constitution, yet such a measure would be treading
very closely indeed upon the margin of sacred
ground. Of nothing were the framers of the con-
stitution of Maryland more jealons, than of the
exceutive power to prorozue the legislature, under
an exercise of which the previous province had s
severely smarted from the very first settlementof
the country. This would notexactly be proroguing,
but it would be so near it, that any future governcr
who might summon a legislature, if he ascertained
upon their reaching the seat of government, that
his own or his party’s views would be thwarted by
the body, wonld not hesitate fo plead as precedent
the present exercise of the power toissue a counter-
proclamalion, and therchy send the members beme
again, This view of the subject we presmme cpe-
rated with the executive to reject the idea.

On the other hand as the constitution forbids one
branch to adjourn a session withont the eoncurrenc2
of the other—it was gnestioned whether one branch
having convencd and the other not, the one could
rightfully adjourn without wailing for the other.
The constitution not having contemplated sueh 2
case, is silent thereon.

Dehates arose on several occasions, npon moticrs
to adjourn, in which not only these diffienlties
were discussed, but others of somewhat simils
complexion, Two of the electors eleet of presi-
dent and vice president, are also members electcf
the new senate, and it was insisted npon by eolanel
Ely and some others, that those gentlemen cou!d
not censtitutionally fulfil the duties of eleciors. if
they previously qualified as senaters, beezuse the
constitution of Maryland forbids mewbers of the
state senate to hold any office of {rnst or prefit under
the United States government.

Another difficully was still more embarrassirg.
There were four or five bills which passed the last
legislature, for amending the censtitntion—two el
them involving the great question of rrrForRy—cre

for creating 2 new county upon the Western Shor,
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(Carroll county), and the other for increasing the
delegation of the city of Daltimore. If both hcnses
assembled, and a session of the general assembly
was convened under the proclamation, it was main-
tained by some gentlemen of high legal attainments,
that those laws must be coufirmed at this extra ses-
sion, or they could not be coustitutionally confirm-
ed by the subsequent annual session; the constitu-
tion requiring that such proposed alterations must
be confirmed «by the next succeeding general as-
sembly, and at the first session thereof.”’

Other legal gentlemen standing equally high,
gave it as their decided opinion, that those Jaws
inight be confirmed at the annual session, and their
only doubt was, whether they could constitutional-
ly be confirmed at an extra session held previous to
the period fixed by the constitution for holding the
annual session.

To obviate 'those difficulties, the idea was sug-
gested of adjourning this extra session over to the
very day before the annual session commences, and
hereby, by letting the one run into the other, both
would be in fact the first session.”” Upon examin-
ing this propesition, it was found also full of dif-
ficalties, The practice of the legislature of Mary-
land was found to have afforded two or three pre-
cedents in favor, but Jefferson’s Manual of parlia-
mentary or congress usage was directly to the
contrary. He lays it down, and apparently with
good reason, that a session convened hy executive
authority, can by no means supersede the consti-
tutional requisition, that a session must commence
at the period fixed by the constitution, and any ses-
sion commenced previously, must cease before that
commences.

"There were serious difficulties in all these ques-
tions. To take up the coustitutional subjects, and
give to them the deliberation whieh their import-
ance demanded, would consume mwmuch more time
than it was desirable or convenient to appropriate
to the extra session; 1o have themn defeated by re-
fusing to consider them *at the first session after
such new election,” would be treating their advo-
cates ungenerously—and yet, to pass upon them
at a session whose legality of decision would be
matter of great doubt, ought to be avoided if possi-
ble.

The best way in the opinion of many, of avoid-
ing these embarrassments, was for the house to
adjourn, without waiting for the senate to form a
quorum, and thereby leaving the aunual session to
be undispatedly «the first session” ol this general
assembly.

The general expectation that a sufficiency of the
new scenators would attend within the week, to
{form a quorum, and enable the two branches to at-
tend to one or two of the most urgent subjects re-
quiring legislative action, particuTarly the election
of a senator of the United States, in the place of
the lamented Goldsborough, and an act to authorise
the treasucer to receive the state’s portion of the
surplus ravenue, indueed a majority of the house
to remain in session for some days. Saturday ar-
rived however without bringing a quorum of the
senate, whereupon the house determined to ad-
journ.

REFORM CONVENTION.
Baltimore, Nov, 16, 1536,

According to previous notice, the delegates to the
reform convention of Maryland, assembled this day
—when it was ascertained that the following coun-
ties and city had chosen delegates:

Allegany, Washington, Frederick, Moatgomery,
Baltimora county, Baltimore city, Anne Arundel,
Harford, Cecil, Kent, Caroline, Queen Anne’s and
Somerset.

The convention, on motion of Benjamin C. How-
ard, ol Baltimore city, appointed the hon. Charles 8.
Sewall, of Harford county, prgsident, and George
Cooke, of Aune Arundel county, secretary.

The convention adjourned from day to day, until
the 19th, when their deliberations closed. During
its sittings ail the counties aforesaid were represent-
ed, excepting Allegany, Queen Anne’s and Somer-
set.  On examination of the returns from various
counties where polls had been opened to receive
votes for the delegutes, it was ascertained thata
wmajority of all the votes taken for president on the
first Monday of November, in nine counties and the
city of Baltimore, having a free white population of
203,009, out of 291,000 of the whole white popula-
tion of the state, had been given to their couven-
tion ticket.

On motion of John 8. Tyson, of Baltimore coun-
ty, the following members were appointed to pre-
pare and report to the convention resolutions for its
adoption:

John 8. Tyson, Benjamin C. Howard, Francis
Thomas, John A. Carter, Washington Hall, James
W. Williams, George Cooke.

November 19th, 1836.
The chair, on behalf of the aforesaid committee,

[they indicate that magnanimous sense of justice in
i the bosoms of generous and just Marylanders where-

reportell the following resolutions, which were read | ver located, which guided and governed those who

and unanimously adopted:

Resolred, That the unexpected call on the part of
the executive npon the members elect to the house
of delegates, and nf the old senate to assemble at
Annapolis, on Monday next, has rendered it expe-
dient to postpone the meeting of the reform conven-
tion to a day when ample opportunity shall have
been aflforded to understand i'ulry the reasons which
have induced the executive to adopt this extraordi-
navy procedure, and to ascertain the results of their
deliberation.

Resolved, That this convention repels proudly
and indignantly the aspersions cast upon its mem-
bers, and those whom they represent, in the late
proclamation of governor Veuzey, and regards its
doctrines as unsound and dangerous—its language
undignified, and its temper and spirit unbecoming
the executive of Maryland. The friends of con-
ventional reform have neither done nor designed
any thing inconsistent with their duties as peacea-
ble citizens, or in violation of the laws of the state.
They have proposed to adopt measures, solemnly
sanctioned by the bill of rights of Maryland, to as-
certain whether a majority of the people of the state
desire a convention assembled to devise and submit
for their adoption that which they certainly do not
enjoy, a republican form of government.

Resolved, That the people of Maryland, like those
of every other republican community, have the right
to change the form of government which they have
voluntarily adopted whenever it may appear to them
expedient to do so, and of this inalieuable right our
ancestors neither did nor could deprive us.

Resolved, That this right should be exercised cau-
tionsly, temperately and with great deliberation; but
if a majority of the people of the state should deter-
mine, by solemn vote, to establish a new govern-
ment, it would, by virtue of such sanction, hecome
the regular and only government entitled to respect
or obedience, and those who would refuse to obey
it, ought to be considered enemies of the public
peace and ordar. .

Resolved, That we believe that a majority of the
people of Marylaud desire to change the present
constitution, by a direct vote in favor of or against
a new one to be submitted to them by a convention,
and are unwilling to await the slow and uncertain
action of the legislature, the organization of that de-
partment of the government being such as to pre-
clude all reasonable hope of their redressing the
arievances of which the people have so long com-
plained.

Resolved, That if the theory of those opposed to
conventional reform be true, the people of Mary-
land are placed in an extraordinary position, difler-
ing wholly from our brethren in other states in the
union who have control over their constitution, and
can fashion it to suit their interests, wishes or even
prejudices, whilst we are debarred from exercising
the same power over ours, heing compelled to lie
under ihe government of associated counties, having
a confederacy instead of a republican government.

Resolved, That if the theory of the conslitl.ltional
reformers be true, that our ancestors had a right to
transfer the power of altering the constitution from
the people to two legislatures, they had also the
right to ordain that there should be no alteration in
any way whatsoever, a conclusion to which the in-
telligent freemen of Maryland can never be brought
to assert. .

Resolved, That we have no confidence in the opi-
nion that the legislature, if a new senate had been
chosen, would have gratified the known wishes of
conventional reformers; neither do we believe that
this will be done by the old senate and new house of
delegates.  We anticipate that at a day nat far dis-
tant, those impressions will become general if not
universal, and with that expectation we think it wili
be expedient hereafter to open the polls again
throughout the state, and invite the pe'ople to cloth_e
with the neceseary power, a convention, to submit
{o them a form of government, for acceptance or re-
jection. .

Resolved, That the essential difference between_
a republic and monarchy, consists in the power of
the people in the former peacefully to change the fea-
tures of the constitution, as well as the men who
administer it, whereas, in 2 monarchy such a change
must necessarily be accompanied with violence and
civil war. Whatever therefore tends to create a
resistance to the will of a majority of the people,
who desire to change their mode of government,
must spring from some anti-republican quality in
the government which the people originaily estab-
lished.

Resolved, That the votes given for the delegates
to this convention in some of the less populous
counties of the state are especially encouraging, as

framed the present constitution, and bids us hope
that the day is now rapidly approaching when a
convention of delegates from every county and city
will be held fully empowered to harmonise all con-
flieting views and wishes which now prevail in the
state, by some honorable compromise of the claims
of the population and of the counties similar to that
which clothed with immortal honer the labors of the
convention of 1789, in the formation of the existing
conatitution of the United States.

Resolved, That a very large majority of the peo-
ple are fuvorable to conventional reform, and would
have manifested more fully than has been done, this
wish at the late election, but for the pendency of the
presidential election, and the prevalent belief with
a portion of the people that the legislature would
authorise a convention empowered fo grant the re-
form in tle constitution imperiously required by
every consideration of justice and propriety.

Resolved, That the friends of conventional reform
desire a new constitution to be submitted to the
people for adoption or rejection, containing among
others the following provisions:

1st. The election of the governor by the people,
and the abolition of the council.

2d. The election of one senator from each coun-
ty and the city of Baltimore, directly by the people.

3d. The reapportionment of the house of dele-
gates so as to do justice to the populous districts,
and at the same time give to the small counties,and
the city of Annapolis, ample power to protect their
interest,

4th. ‘The abolition of all officers for life, the ap-
pointient of judges for a limited time, by the joint
action of the governor and senate.

5th. The election of clerks and registers by the
people.

6th. Limitation and restraint on the powers of
the legislature in the future grant of charters.

7th. The whole constitution to be so arranged
and digested as to be free from uncertainty and ob-
scurity,

Resolved, That this convention will meet at the
city of Annapolis, on the first Monday ef January
next, unless otherwise notified by the president
thereof, and that it is recommended earnestly and
respectfully to the {)eople of those portions of the
state not represented herein, to choose delegates in
time to meet this convention, when it shall again
assemble.

Resolved, That the chair appoint a committee to
prepare and publish an address to the people of
Maryland, enforcing and explaining the views and
opinions maintained in the foregoing resolutions, and
that said committee be authorised to nominate a
central reform committee for the state.

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be
presented to the Trades' Union for the use of their
hall.

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be
presented to the president and secretary for the dig-
nified and able manner in which they have discharg-
ed their respective duties. :

Signed, C. 8. SEWALL, president.

GrorGe CooKE, secretury.




