SPEECI OF TECUMSEH,

In the name of the indian chieis and warriors, to
mujur-general Proctor, as the representative of
their great father—the king.

Fartuen, listen to your children! Fou have them
now all before you.

The wur bafore this, our British futher gave the
hatchet to his red children, sohen our chiefs were alive.
T'hey are now dead.  In that war, our futher was
thrown on his buclk by the Americans, and our father
took them by the hand withont our knowledge ; and we
are afraid that our futher will do so aguin at this time.

Swmmer before last, when I came forward with my
red brethren, and was ready te take up the hatchet in
Sfuvor of our British futher, we were told not to be in
a hrry, that e had not yet determined to fight the
Anericans.

Listen !'—1When war was declaved, our father stood
up und gave us the tomahawk, and told us that he was
then veady to strike the Jmericans ; that he wanted
our assistance ; and that he would certainly gel us our
lands back, svhich the Americans had taken from us.

Listen ! You told us, at that time, to bring forward
our families to this place ; and ~we did so; and yen
promiscd to take carve of them, end that they shouid want
for nothing, while the men would go and ficht the
enemy. ‘That swe need net trouble vurselves about the
enemy’s gurrison ; that we kuew nothing about them,
and that onr futher swonld atlend to that part of ths
business, Yeou also told your red children, that yow
wonld take good cuve of your gurvisen herve, which
made our hearts glud.

Listen! 1) hen wewere last to the Rapids, it is true
we guve you little assistance. It is hard ta fight people
swoho live like ground hops.

Father listen! Our fleet Las gone out ; we knouw
they have fought ; <ve have heard the great guns : but
lenow nothing of swhat has happened to our father with
one arm. Our ships have gone one way, aml we ar
micch astonished to s2e our futher tving wp every thitg




atd pra.am-fu.;r to run away the other, without letting his

wedd chililien know sohat his hitentions are. You al-
souys tald is tv remain here and tuke care nf our lands ;

¢t made oer heurts glad to hear that wus your wish.)

Onr great father, the king, 1s our head, and you refire
deat him. You alzeays told us, that you wonld never draw
your foot off’ British ground : but now, father, we see
bon are drawing back, und we are sorry to sec our Jfu-
dher doing so without secing the ememy. e must
enmpare wnr father's venduet to a fut animal, that ear-
vies its tail apon (¢ back, but when affrighted, he
trops it betzoeen hus leas and runs ozf.

Listen, I'ather! The JAmericans have nut pvet de-
2ated s by land ; neither are we sure that they have
wore 80 by water : we, therefore, wish to remain lLere,
awd firht our enemy, if they should make their appear
ance. [f they defeat us, we will then retreat with our

Jather,

i the batile of the Rapids last war, the dmericans

Certuinly :Ieﬁ*ﬂrc:d ws ; wnd when we reireated to our

Father’s fort at that place the gutes were shut aruinst
ws. HWe were afruid that it scould now be the case ;
but insteud of that e nnw see owr Livitish futher pre-
paring to march out of his garrison.

Father ! You have go! the arms and ammunition
which our greut futher sent fur his ved chilidven. df
you have antdea of roing away, rive them to us, anid
yoiz may go and weleome, for us.  Our hves are in the
hands of the Great Spirit. e are determined to de-
fend our lands, and if it be his swill wve seish to leave
our bones ufron them.

~Amherstburg, Sept, 18, 1813.
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