
Maryland State Archives 
Upcoming Changes to MDLandRec.net 

 
A few weeks after May 1st, the Maryland State Archives will be launching a new Maryland Land Records 
website, which will include fees for remote access.  Two weeks prior to the launch, the scheduled date will 
be announced.  
 
Things to Know about the New Release: 

 
●​ Both new and current users will need to create a new account, as previous accounts will no 

longer be active and cannot be migrated.  
●​ Users can only be logged into one device at a time. 
●​ Users will have access to their purchased pages from MDLandRec.net for 30 days, after which 

the pages will need to be repurchased. However, pages downloaded locally within that 30 day 
period may be kept permanently.  

●​ Users are able to see an itemized list of their paid, pending, free, and expired documents on their 
account page.  

●​ Users may request a report of the number of pages they have viewed from December 2024 
through March 2025 by contacting the Archives’ Help Desk at msa.helpdesk@maryland.gov and 
providing the Help Desk with the email address(es) they use to log into MDLandRec.net. 

●​ The pricing model described below will continue to evolve as analysis of usage becomes 
available.  

 
User Fees: 
 

●​ The first time users try to view a page, they will be asked to input their credit card information, 
which will be saved for future purchases.  The same credit card number can be used on different 
user accounts. 

●​ They can choose either to manually approve charges each time or to have the charges accepted 
automatically for the day.  

●​ Payment can be made by Visa or MasterCard, either credit or debit. Credit cards will be charged 
as applicable at 10 PM ET daily.  

●​ Users are charged for all pages that they access.  For example, if a user opens a five (5) page 
instrument, they will be charged for all five (5) pages contained in that instrument, whether they 
view each of the five (5) pages or not.  If a user opens one (1) specific page (i.e. the first page of 
an instrument or the last page of an instrument), the user will only be charged for one (1) page. 

●​ Please note that these fees are only applicable to records newer than 100 years old; records 
older than 100 years will remain free to use.  
 

       The stated fees are available in two formats:  
 

●​ Users may view/download pages at $0.20 per page. Daily pending balances below $200 
will be charged nightly at 10 PM ET to a credit card that the user will input. Each time the 
user reaches a pending balance of $200 within a day, their credit card will immediately be 
charged; any remaining pending balance will be charged as usual at 10 PM ET.  
 

●​ Monthly subscription tiers which will range from $500 to $1,500. These tiers will only be 
available to Maryland Small Business Reserve Members. Registration with the Maryland 

mailto:msa.helpdesk@maryland.gov


Small Business Reserve (https://gomdsmallbiz.maryland.gov/Pages/sbr-program.aspx) is 
required for the purchase of a subscription. Registration is free and allows same-day 
certifications. It must be renewed annually. Once registered, each user will need to enter 
their company’s SBR number, company name, and expiration date into the Maryland 
Land Records website for approval. If this registration expires, the current subscription for 
all users registered under this SBR number will be cancelled and the company will no 
longer be eligible for any user subscriptions. Once the company’s registration has been 
renewed, the user(s) will need to update the expiration date in their account(s) to retain 
their subscription. 

 
Options for Free Access: 
 

●​ The workstations at the Maryland State Archives and the local Circuit Court Clerk’s Offices will 
continue to provide free access. 

●​ Connecting to WiFi at the Maryland State Archives will also provide free access, though the WiFi 
at the local Circuit Court Clerk’s Offices will not provide free access.  

●​ Printing is available for a fee at the Maryland State Archives and the Circuit Courts; however, 
there is no option to save or email pages from the workstations.  

 
Acceptable Use Policy: 
 

●​ All users will be required to adhere to the Maryland State Archives Acceptable Use Policy 
(https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/main/html/aup.html).  

 
Some Enhancements to be Included in the Launch: 
 

●​ The new home screen combines all search functions that were previously separated into 
individual pages. The user now will choose which county they want from the dropdown 
on the top left, but the general layout will remain the same. 
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●​ Once a search has been performed, the search results will now include a quick jump link 
to the first and last page of a document, along with the standard link to the entire 
document. 

 

 
 
 

●​ In the top left of the website, the user will see a link called “Indices”. After clicking this 
link, the user will be redirected to a new page with a drop down where they can choose a 
county. Once they choose a county, the system will present a breakdown of all scanned 
indexes for that county. These will be broken down into three categories. 
 

○​ Historical Indexes 
○​ Retired Indexes 
○​ Indexes that are part of a land record volume. 

 

 


