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1. Name of Property

historic name Takoma Avenue Historic District

other names M:36-51

2. Location

street & number 7906, 7908, 7910, 7912, 7914 Takoma Avenue [J not for publication
city or town _ Takoma Park/Silver Spring [J vicinity
state Maryland code MD  county Montgomery code 031  Zzipcode 20910

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this b nomination []

request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic

. Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property BJ meets [] does
not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant [] nationally (] statewide [ locally. (]

See tinuation sheet for additional comments).

L0-27-0f

of certifying office/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([J See continuation sheet for additional comments).

Signature of certifying office/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

| hereby, certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

[ entered in the National Register.
[ See continuation sheet.

[ determined eligible for the National

Register.
[J See continuation sheet.
[ Determined not eligible for the National

Register.
[ removed from the National Register.

[ other (explain):




Takoma Avenue Historic District (M:36-51)
Name of Property

Montgomery County, Maryland

County and State

5. Classification : .
.Ewnershi p of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private [J building(s)

[0 public-local X district

[J public-State [ site

(] public-Federal [J structure
[] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Subdivisions and Architecture Planned and Designed by
Charles M. Goodman Associates in Montgomery County,
Maryland

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
5 buildings
sites
structures
objects
5 0 Total

number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function of Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MODERN MOVEMENT/Contemporary

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE, BRICK

walls WOOD, BRICK

roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Description Summary:

The Takoma Avenue Historic District consists of five single-family dwellings, properties number 7906,
7908, 7910, 7912, and 7914, on the northwest side of Takoma Avenue on the border of Takoma Park
and Silver Spring in Montgomery County, Maryland. All five houses were constructed in 1951, are
identical in their layout and construction, and were designed by Charles M. Goodman. In Goodman’s
parlance, the house was titled Unit House No. 1-2L (presumably, Unit No. 1 with two levels). The
houses sit on the border of the railroad suburb of Takoma Park (one house is technically within the
suburb while the other four are just over the line in Silver Spring), just to the north of the Takoma Park
Historic District, which is both a local and National Register historic district. The area immediately
surrounding the Goodman houses was primarily developed between the 1910s and 1940s with two-story
Colonials, Cape Cods, and bungalows. The street pattern is a modified grid. Mature trees line the

eets.

Architectural Description

The architect Charles M. Goodman pioneered the development of Contemporary housing for single-family
residences in metropolitan Washington in the post-World War II period. When other architects were designing
traditional Colonial Revival houses, Cape Cods, ranches, and basic split-levels, Goodman was inventing wood,
used brick, and glass boxes that nestled into the landscape and defined Washington’s version of
“Contemporary” architecture. Goodman’s work was well-known at the time as being progressive in its
approach. His houses were featured prominently in all of the shelter magazines of his day.

Exterior

The houses on Takoma Avenue, some of Goodman’s earliest work in Montgomery County, exhibit
signature features of Charles M. Goodman’s design credo: angled or “skew” siting on their lots, the
actual placement of the houses within the lot to conform to topography, the interesting juxtaposition of a
variety of materials (brick, wood, plywood, and glass), and a preponderance of glass to provide a
connection between the interior and exterior environments.

Goodman’s designs were noteworthy for making a small house seem quite spacious by employing an
open plan and large expanses of glass that reached out to incorporate the outdoors. The Takoma Avenue
houses follow Goodman’s “Unit House No. 1-2L” plan, comprising a brick-veneered ground-level mass
t up as a base for a framed first-floor block that cantilevered out over it on two sides. The light-filled
ouse was set into the landscape in such a way that the ground floor had some excavated, finished space
and some crawl space. Poured concrete steps led up from street level to a first-level side entry, the door
of which was recessed under an overhanging roof and featured an exterior planting bed. Four of the five
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houses have enclosed this porch using transparent materials (windows, sliding glass doors, etc.) in order
to gain more interior space. Since these alterations do not obscure the original recessed entry area and
are reversible in nature, the overall integrity of the houses is not compromised in a significant way.
Windows were a combination of steel casements and wood-framed “view walls” of plate glass.

The kitchen and living/dining room zone took up the back end of the house while the bathroom and
three bedrooms occupied the street end. The rear living/dining room wall featured a striking exposed-
frame end wall that was almost entirely glazed except for a door. The bedroom zone’s elevation — the
end-gable street side — featured vertical tongue-and-groove wood siding with a center infill component
of fixed glass, steel casements, and plywood panels. Goodman'’s sensitivity to issues of siting and
privacy are evident in that the street elevation typically featured more solids and fewer voids, whereas
the non-street elevations — the more private part of the house — were almost entirely glass.'

ka with most Goodman houses of the period, the original roofing material was built-up tar and gravel.
All five of the houses now employ asphalt shingle, a material Goodman used in many of his designs
from the late 1950s. The roofs were vented through circular vent holes in the side overhanging eaves.
The front and rear end gables featured only two small vents. The houses featured Goodman’s typical
4’x 47 metal box gutters.

Interior

The Takoma Avenue houses exhibit the “open floor plan” that was characteristic of all of Goodman’s work.
The open floor plan was primarily used in the postwar Contemporary idiom as a means of providing more
flexibility for the American family. It facilitated a more casual style of living, and responded to the changing
status of women by integrating the kitchen area into the activities of the household. In addition, Goodman was
well known for making the most out of small spaces. The Takoma Avenue houses exhibit his trademark tools
for accomplishing this, including using ceilings that matched rooflines, having short hallways, and siting
windows across from bedroom doors for more expansive sight lines.

The square-shaped living/dining room had a plastered “cathedral” ceiling that matched the roofline. The
living/dining room was separated from the kitchen by a varnished tongue-and-groove knotty-pine wall
that was left open near the window wall, providing an opening between the kitchen and the dining area.
The kitchen featured metal cupboards with chrome pulls manufactured by Amerock. Above the cabinets
were Masonite sliding cupboards mounted close to the ceiling.

.he typical excavated area on the ground floor contained a narrow recreation room with floor-to-ceiling
triple windows on the street side, plus laundry and heater rooms. The flooring was asphalt tile.

' This principle is evident elsewhere in Goodman’s work, e. g. in the Wheatoncrest subdivision (see MPDF).
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The large single bath featured a counter that ran the length of the room and incorporated a single sink.
A window that spanned the distance from the ceiling to the countertop was located to the right of the
basin.- The gray ceramic-tile floor was laid ina basketweave pattern while the walls feature standard
square gray ceramic tiles.

The Takoma Avenue houses generally retain a good level of integrity. Where alterations have occurred,

most of the changes are reversible, or utilize compatible substitute materials. Typical changes include

the enclosure of porches with windows and glass doors, and the replacement of double-casement steel

windows with single-casement metal or wood-based windows. In one house, a rear addition has

obscured the original exposed-frame glass wall, but this situation is reversible. These changes do not

affect the properties’ ability to meet the registration requirements specified in the associated Multiple
.roperty Documentation Form.

The following table lists the properties within the Takoma Avenue Historic District:

Date of Contributing
Address Construction Architect Builder Co. Builder Name
(Y orN)
Twin
7906 Takoma 1951 Charles M. Construction Albert Abramson Y
Avenue Goodman
Company
Twin
7908 Takoma 45, Chmle M.  sonsruction.  AbewAbesnson. Y
Avenue Goodman
Company
Twin
7910 Takoma 1952 Charles M. Construction Albert Abramson b 4
Avenue Goodman
Company
Twin
7912 Takoma Charles M. . Y
Avtiig 1952 Gk Construction Albert Abramson
Company
Twin
7914 Takoma Charles M. . Y
Aoveios 1952 Gisoian Construction Albert Abramson
Company







