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Monocacy Natural Resources Management Area

MIHP # F-7-141

Dickerson vicinity

Frederick and Montgomery counties, Maryland

NRMA=1974

Public

The Monocacy Natural Resources Management Area (NRMA) occupies 2,011 acres that includes property along
both banks of the lower Monocacy River and most of the Furnace Branch watershed in southeastern Frederick and
western Montgomery counties. The area is predominantly rural, comprising farmland and rolling and rocky

wooded hills. Monocacy NRMA’s main attraction is the Monocacy River, which was designated a Maryland

Scenic River in 1974. The NRMA began in 1974 with the acquisition of the 729-acre Rock Hall estate.

The purpose of this Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) form is to evaluate the Monocacy NRMA
as a potential historic district and to assess each built resource owned by the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources (MdDNR) constructed prior to 1960 applying the National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36CFR
Part 60.4[a-d]) and the criteria for the Maryland Register of Historic Properties (Annotated Code of Maryland,
Article 83B, Title 5). NRMAs, as defined by the MdADNR, are managed “for the optimal use of resources on the
site, including wildlife management and agriculture” (MdDNR 2002). NRMAs do not accommodate intensive

recreational uses,

The appropriate historic context for evaluating the NRMA is the theme of conservation between 1974 and the
1990s with a sub-theme of passive public recreation. Monocacy NRMA has been managed for wildlife
management, agriculture, and limited recreational uses. No built resources, designed landscapes, or vernacular

landscapes are associated with the NRMA.

The built resources constructed prior to 1960 contained within the NRMA are associated with the regional
industrial development of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and with regional agriculture between the
nineteenth and mid-twentieth centuries. The industrial resources are archeological sites or ruins. Several
farmsteads remain extant within the NRMA. However, the farmsteads are widely dispersed throughout the

NRMA and do not form a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, structures, or objects that are



F-7-14)

united historically or aesthetically by plan or physical development. The portion of the Monocacy NRMA located
east of the Monocacy River is located within the boundaries of the Sugarloaf Mountain Historic District, a district
identified by the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) as eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places, but not listed due to owner objection. The National Register form was prepared in 1977 (Rivoire et al.

1977).

Two farmsteads are located west of the Monocacy River. The Baxter Farmhouse (MIHP #F-7-127) and its
associated domestic and agricultural buildings represent a late nineteenth-century farmstead. The buildings have
good integrity and possess the qualities of significance under Criterion C as embodying the distinctive
characteristics of their types, periods, and methods of construction for listing in the National Register of Historic

Places.

The Moxley Farm (MIHP #F-1-217) does not possess the qualities of significance for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places. The ca. 1920 farmhouse has a large modern addition that compromises the integrity
of the farmhouse. The ca. 1870 Pennsylvania bank barn was destroyed by Hurricane Isabel during September
2003 (Kimmel 2004). The farmstead no longer retains sufficient integrity to convey the qualities of individual

significance for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
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SUMMARY

Monocacy Natural Resources Management Area (NRMA) occupies 2,011 acres located in southeastern Frederick and western
Montgomery counties. Topography within the NRMA is dominated by the deep river valley carved by the Monocacy River and
several smaller drainages leading to the Monocacy River, the most prominent being the Furnace Branch and its tributaries
extending from the eastern bank of the Monocacy. The highest point in the NRMA is a hill overlooking Furnace Branch
approximately 627 feet above mean sea level (asml). The hillsides and river valleys are heavily forested with hardwoods while
high uplands support agriculture.

Property acquisition for Monocacy NRMA began in 1974 with the purchase of a 729-acre estate, now known as Rock Hall, from
the Nature Conservancy. The Nature Conservancy obtained the area from George A. Chadwick (Maryland Department of Natural
Resources (MdDNR) 1990:5; MdDNR 1982:1). The remaining Monocacy NRMA acreage was acquired in several transactions
executed between the 1970s and the 1990s.

Recreational facilities constructed since 1974 consist of three parking areas that support hunting areas. In addition, a small boat
ramp below Park Mills Road provides access to the Monocacy River. No buildings have been constructed since 1974.

Monocacy NRMA contains a total of 38 resources predating 1960. Twenty-four buildings and structures dated prior to 1960 are
located within the NRMA boundaries. These buildings and structures are associated with the historic Rock Hall complex;
domestic buildings and agricultural outbuildings associated with the Moxley, Baxter, Mackintosh, and E. Spalding farms; and, the
Johnson Lime Kiln. The remaining resources are archeological sites.

Methodology

The overall purpose of this project is to provide the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) and the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources (MdDNR) with consistent data on the cultural resources contained within Monocacy NRMA. The survey area consisted
of MdDNR-owned lands within the NRMA boundaries as of February 2003 based on a review of property maps verified by the
NRMA personnel during a February 2003 meeting. No MdDNR leased properties were surveyed as part of this project. Property
owned by other state agencies or private entities were not surveyed as part of this project.

Historical Research

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties forms and the archeological site files on file at MHT and MdDNR provided the
base-line data for historical research conducted for each MdDNR-owned land unit included in the survey. An analysis of the
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property types and occupation periods of cultural resources provided the basis for identifying the historic themes/historic contexts
appropriate to evaluate the historic resources in the NRMA. The development of historic contexts that encompassed the history of
land prior to state ownership was synthesized from the architectural and archeological forms and expanded to incorporate
information contained in historic maps and other secondary sources, such as published county and local histories and National
Register documentation. Research in primary archival materials, such as deed research or genealogical materials available in local
historical societies, was not conducted for this project.

Historical research also was undertaken to document the history of the MdDNR land unit. Research was conducted at MADNR to
provide an overview of how each unit came into existence and how the lands that comprise each unit were assembled. The purpose
of this research was to determine the reasons behind the establishment of the land unit and subsequent management practices.
Sources examined in this research effort included MdDNR real estate acquisition files, land unit files, personnel interviews, master
plans, and relevant secondary sources on the development of parks in the state of Maryland.

Field Survey

Archeological reconnaissance survey focused on the relocation of archeological sites recorded in the archeological site files
maintained by MHT. The data in the archeological site files was augmented through review of published literature and
unpublished reports available at the MHT library. The mapped or reported location of each recorded site was visited and its
condition was assessed, based on surface conditions, (e.g., undisturbed, plowed, eroded, graded/contoured, collected, vandalized,
dredged, or other). Archeological survey of the resources at Monocacy NRMA was conducted during March 2003.

Architectural field survey comprised built resources constructed prior to 1960, the landscape elements associated with the
individual resources, and the overall landscape of the MdDNR-owned land unit. The list of built resources included in the survey
was compiled from the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties maintained at the MHT and the Detailed Maintenance List
(DMI) provided by the MADNR. The DMI, compiled during the late 1990s, contained information about building materials and
components, as well as information on location, estimated construction date, dates of renovations, and an assessment of condition.
The list of built resources for survey was refined through a review of 1:600 scale maps provided by MADNR and through
interviews with MdDNR personnel. No efforts were made to reconcile the building list for buildings identified as constructed post
1960 beyond information gathered from knowledgeable MADNR personnel. Construction dates for built resources were assigned
based on available MIHP or published documentation, MADNR Detailed Maintenance Inventory (DMI), historic maps, building
construction materials, stylistic ornamentation, and building typologies.

Architectural field investigations were conducted on the exteriors of all pre-1960 buildings to verify the character-defining features
and materials of previously identified historic buildings as recorded on MIHP forms and to assess the integrity and overall physical
conditions of the exterior materials of the resources. Previously unidentified resources constructed prior to 1960 also were
surveyed. No additional architectural data or photographs were collected for pre-1960 MdDNR-owned buildings that are pending
demolition for which MADNR has obtained MHT concurrence letters or MHT Determinations of Eligibility classifying the
resource as not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The architectural survey of built resources at
Monocacy NRMA was conducted in April 2003.

Building conditions of excellent, good, fair, poor, or ruin were assigned during the architectural survey based on the physical
appearance of the exterior materials present on the resource at the time of the site visit. The building classifications do not
necessarily reflect those condition assessments recorded in the MADNR’s DMI. For the purposes of this survey, excellent was
defined as the overall absence of conditions requiring maintenance or cosmetic repairs. Good meant that building systems and
materials appeared to be sound, with minimal problems noted. Cosmetic conditions, such as minor paint failure due to age of paint






