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12.7STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

T NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [T} State [} Local [}

Name

Title

Date

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

= N

SNOILONYILSNI



L)

Form No. 10-300 \Re A

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

.
-~

L. iONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CH-153
MEST 490778404

- - b
Wiy,

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

BINAME

HISTORIC
Betty's Delight

AND/OR COMMON
Betty's Delight

BEJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Rose Hill Road __NOTFOR PUBLICATION
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Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
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James S. Ward and Mary Ann Ward
STREET & NUMBER
Rose Hill Road, Box 305
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~Maryland 20677
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—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GoO0oD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE.
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Betty's Delight is located on the west side of a lane that
connects Maryland Route 6 on the south with Rose Hill Road to the
north, north of Port Tobacco, Maryland.

Betty's Delight is a frame, one and one-half story house on a
stone foundation with an addition at each gable end. The original
center section is 36 feet by 16 feet, divided into two rooms, one
15'4" long, the other 19'2" long. The corner posts measure 6" x 10"
while the framing and beams measure 6" x 8" held together with wooden
pins. The exterior walls were originally made of hand-sawed boards.
Because of their deteriorated condition, they were replaced in 1954.
The interior walls were finished in vertical hand-sawed boards. A
loft exists above supported by 6" x 4" beams. Access is gained by a
stair in the southwest corner of the entrance room. A fieldstone
chimney with a brick stack exists on the exterior of the east gable
end.

There is a batten door on the center of the north facade. Two
original interior batten doors remain.

In 1956 a one and one-half story addition was made to each gable
end.

A cemetery exists on a knoll to the west of the house. The only
visible tombstone is for Thomas Howe Ridgate, who died on June 24,
1789, at the age of three.
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‘RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW _.SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __UITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—-1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING _—_MUSIC - —THEATER
—1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION
—1800- __COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY)

__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Between 1676 and 1777, Bettys’ Delight was associated with and
was the home of the family of John Hanson, First President of the
United States in Congress Assenmbled.

Thomas Corker obtained a patent of 150 acres on the Betty's
Delight tract in 1671. His house, one of the earliest in Maryland,
is believed to have been built circa 1671-1675, as the dwelling
which was cited in Corker's will, written November 17, 1676. Corker
died shortly after composing the will. He also acquired in 1668 the
unique distinction in the Province's early legal history of being one
of two men found guilty of “manslaughtefbyﬂmisadventure.i In 1668,
Corker was indicted, tried, found guilty, sentenced and pardoned
for "Manslaughter by misadventure" for shooting dead one Richard
Turner, asleep in Clement Theobald's woodpile. Witnesses in the
indictment were Clement Theobald and his wife, Mary, Corker's future
father and mother-in-law. Clement Theobald was also on the jury that
tried and then pardoned Corker. ,

At the time Corker obtained Betty's Delight in 1671, he also
was granted patents for Corker's Hogghole (100 acres) and Planter’'s
Delight (100 acres), which were tracts contiguous to Betty's Delight.

John Hanson, the grandfather of John Hanson, President (1781-2)
of the United States in Congress Assembled, acquired the dwelling
and 100 acres of Betty's Delight in 1676. He willed it to his son,
Colonel Robert Hanson, who acquired the property in 1713.

Colonel Robert Hanson established his seat at Betty's Delight.
He held his first public office of significance as early as 1716
when he was High Sheriff of Charles County. He was Justice of the
Peace in 1724.

The will of Robert Hanson was dated April 5, 1746, and proved
in Charles County on September 27, 1748 by Edmund Porteus, Samuel
Hanson, Jr., and Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer. Robert, the youngest
son, received Betty's Delight, the dwelling plantation of 100 acres.
When he died a bachelor in Charles County, he left the property to
his sister Violetta, who died a spinster in 1786.

violetta Hanson, although willing Betty's Delight to her nephew
Gerrald Fowke, gave it to him before her death. Fowke sold the
property to Gustavus Richard Brown, with settlement running from
1774-1777.

While there is no record of how he obtained it, unless given
by his sister Elizabeth, Thomas Corker's widow, John Theobald
acquired 50 acres of the original Betty's Delight tract, which he
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Patents, Maryland Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland

Land Records, Charles County Courthouse, La Plata, Maryland

Charles County Register of Wills, Charles County Courthouse, La Plata,
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Skordas, Gust. ' The Early Settlers of Maryland. Baltimore: Geneological
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IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 9 acres
UTM REFERENCES
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY ' CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TiTLE
Mr, James S. Ward
ORGANIZATION DATE )
o/ 7 &
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Rose Hil1l Road, Box 305
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Part Tohacco, Maryland 20677

EFISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE ____ LOCAL _____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE -

TITLE ~ . . . DATE
State Historic Preservation Officer

FORNPSUSEONLY : = ._.. T e e = < w S A

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER S

. : ’ v‘ i g o & _v ..... - e : . DATE : -

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION R
ATTEST: v i :»_::‘ o D : Sl :" SR ST . DATE,‘: »: -

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 892.453
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ITEM NUMBER
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CONTINUATION SHEET

#8

willed to his son William in 1712. This part of Betty's Delight
was sold by Pryor Theobald to James Key in 1772. In 1778, James
Key sold the acreage to Gustavus Richard Brown of Rose Hill.

~

#9
Newman, Marry Wright. Charles County Gentry. Washington, D. C., 1940.
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Same of Structuro_BETTY'S DEILIGHT e

'Ilol 1 9 HISTORIC AMERICAR BPULIDINGS SURVEY
_ 5‘ % Eistorian's York Shoet for "Photo-data Boolks" (’u’t )

Stato, county, township, locality, strcot addrcss or location

Prcscnt Owner (give addrcss)MR. & MRS. IRA C. COWIE, PORT TQBAGCO, MD.
Prrs-nt Occuvant MR. & MRS. IRA C. COWIE,

Presmt Usc __-OUR HOME. RE4\DCNe T -
\________.
Brief Statement of Significance (historicel): Land Patent to Thomas
Corker, planter, in 1671. (Rose Hill Plat, Land Otﬁce,
Hall Cf Records, Annapolis, Ma. _

PHYSICAL FISTY2Y )All statcm-nts shall be docum~nt~d)

Original and subsreurnt own~rs Thomas Corker, Clement Theobold,
John Hanson, Col. Robert Hanson, Robert Hanson (con),
Violetta Hanson, Girard Fowke, Dr. Gustawvus Brown

Datr of FErrction Between 1671 _ 1675
Architrct Unknown

Buildcer, suopnlicrs, cte. Unknown

"bﬂ.glnai plans, ebnstmctioh. etc. Unknown .

Fotre on alt-rations and adcitions*Criginal 5 room frame dwelling
intact except for restoration of inside walls, floors,
.some windows, roof, new clapboard on outside over old
walls. Two wings consiet.ing of 5 rooms added. C1d thim-
neys repaired and a duplicate of old stone and brick
fireplace chimney added to new wing. 0ld fireplace mantles
installed as original were gone.
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Important 0ld views NONE
-{with Yocation) - - S

-

- - . - - e -

Sources of information La Plata Court house, La Plats, Maryland,
(with location) Hall of Records, Annapolis; Maryland.

Likely sources not yet investigated

Library of Congress - Collection of Pprt Tobacco papers

Prepared by_Mr. & Mrs. Ira C. Cowle
Date_March 19, 1964,

attached paper "Histori-

5 ONS FOR DOC ON

Published references: Give author's full name, exact title from title
yage (underlined), publisher, place of pudlication, date, page references.

Manuscript references: Give location of manusctint and note if long-
hand or tyved. Cite "from,® "to," date, etc.

Interviews: If information came from a versonal interview, give complete

pame and address of informant.

CONTIFUATIONS: Any of the =boe entries may be continued on additional
gheets. Exact transcrivts in cuotes from pertinent documents are
esnecinlly welcomed as annendices or otherwise,
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Jorm 2C ; .
VII1,.28.1959 HISTORIC AMERICAT BUILDINGS SURVEY . i
Architect's Work Sheet for *Photo-data Books® (Part II)
! bacco, Charles County, Maryland,
aanc of structure state, county, township, locality, etc,
(Uriginal part)
Two * Inside-Vertical Heavy Panel, Outeide-Vertical Boards,

punbor of stories 't wall co ts t
’ggtween \?:i 8- inct'anat.;."uc'c.101:1.”'m

QDL STATI(IN?
Arthitectural interest and merit Open ceilings with very wide boards,
showing 0ld oak beams. Large stone and brick fire place. Stone

foundation.
Condition of fabdric -
Excellent
DETAILED DESCRIPTION EXTERIOR
Overall demeneions Original dimensions - 35 X 24 feet.
Present " -92Xx%42 " .,

Poundations Stone.

Wall construction As stated above *

Porches, staops, bulkheads, etc. gmgl) front stoop, terrace in rear.

Chimneys Lower half - stone, upper half old b__rick.

Openings - doorways and doors The original front door of thick oak
with slanted lattice work on front, backed by heavy
batten construction. Two original inside batten doors,
and old wooden lock housing. _

vindows and shutters .
Some original very small narrow 8 and § pane windows.

Shutters not original :

Roof - shane, covering North side of house has 2 small AEX)IXY dormers.
reef, 48\ 12OVEIiRg ‘noY known
- - .sornice, ¢eaves Eaves curved s ;ght.ly upwara.

dormers, cupolas



INFTERIOR -

Floor plane (by floor) 2 nd fl. 2 bedrooms, 2 loft rooms.
1 st fl. Living room, lidbrary, den, dining room, kitchen, 2 bed-
rooms, and store room. -

Stalrwnys One small narrow winding stairway. . . <o
Flooring Wide pine boards over original wide boarde which were
_ uneven. . :

v >

~ Wall and celling finish‘ _Plaster and wood, ocak beams.

[ .
mevi, o

Doorwaye and doors  Previously msyqrgd. ;

Trim Outside white with black shutters.

nardvarfa Original hardware gone, except for one wooden door lock.
lighting Electric.

Feating (fireplaces, stoves, Four fire places, with central heatinh.
central, etc.

. SITE )
Orientation (by compass reading Front due north.

and general setting)

Prclosures (fences, etc,) None.

Outbuildings Garden house, garage.

Yalks, driveways, etc,

lendscaving, gerdens, etc. Boxwood, various shrubs, plants, many trees.

Prepared by__Mr, & Mrs, Ira C. Cowle
Date March 19, 1964

CONTINUATIONS: A}rlgv %f the above entries may be continued on additional
snheeis,
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"HISTCRICAL"

An 0ld surveyors stone (these markers located before 1705 see para-
graph below) with the Roman numeral V1l cut on its northern side 1is
standing were it was unearthed, at the entrance lane. From old land
office recordes in the La Plata court house, and The Hall of Records,
Annapolis, Md, a re-survey was found made in May 28, 1784, for Dr.
Gustavue Brown by Theo. Hanson, surveyor. Here in was mentioned early
surveyors stones that were set in the earth and marked from 11 to XX,
(Twenty stones) Starting from point A at the head of Port Tobacco Brook.
Along with this re-survey was a carefully drawn map with the legends,
angles, and perches between the stones.

A 1705 survey map shows two of these stones numbered V1 and V11l on
the southern boundary line of Hatre De Venture and Betty's Delight.
It was apparent that this boundary line had_ng;”changed through out
all the 1nterven1n§ yearse. The uncovered surveyors stone at the en-
trance is about 36" long by 12" wide and 8" thick with the numeral
V1l chiseled on the northern side. At the top of the stone is a hole
about 4" deep which was no doubt used to hold a stick with a cloth on
the end, so it could readily be seen through the thick woods for more
accurate surveying. It was then posslible to locate and tie in stone
V1l on the 1784 re-survey map and the location of Betty's Delight was
established. Research on Betty's Delight brought to light that 1t
was an original patent to Thomas Corker in 1671. (Rose dill Plat- Hall
of Records, Annapclis Land Cffice.)

(Thomas Corkers Will - Dated Nov. 17, 1676. Hall of Records, Liber 5, Follo
289, Annapolis, Md.) He leaves most of his estate to his wife "Eliza-
betr"- hence the name "Betty's Delight.” It is believed Thomas Corker
bullt the house because in a deed dated 1675 on January llth- (Hall of
Records, Annapolis, Liber F, #1, Folio 116) Thomas Corker sells 15C

acres to Jchn Hanson. Mentioned in the will are- house, gardens, orc-
hards, buildings, etc.

Thomas Corker also sold part of Betty's Delight to Clement Theobold
(no record) because in a deed dated Jube 8th, 1675 (Liber F-#l-Folic
106, Court house, lLa Plata.) Clement Theobold sells it back to Thomas
Corker saying it once belonged to saild Thomas Corker.

John Haneon leaves Betty's Delight to his son Col. Robert Hanson in
1712. In 1748 Col. Robert Hanson dies and leaves Betty's Delight
"Dwelling Plantation" to his youngest son- Robert Hanson.

In a will dated April 28, 1765 (Hall of Records- Liber 37- Folio 89)
Robert Hanson leaves Betty's Belight 1CC acres (left him in the will &
his father, Robert Hanson, deceased) also 69 acres of Chandlers Hills,
1CO acres cf Corkers Hog Hole, to his sister Violetta Hanson. It also
mentioned Lots, etc, "During her life." After her decease I givef#i¥
and devise all the aforesaid lots and lands to my beloved nephew-
@Girard Fowke, son of Gfhrd Fowke and Sarah Fowke. Girard Fowke Sr.
had married a daughterof Robert Hanson Sr. On Februaey 8th, 177¢C,
Violetta Henson inhherite this. She died a spinster in 1786.

Girard apparently got this land from his Aunt before her death because
on May 18th. 1774 (La Plats Court House- Liber 5- #3- Folio 586) Girard
Fowke sells Corkers Hog Hole, Betty's Delight, and Chandlers Hills to
Dr. Gustavus Brown. Cn the 1lth of June 1783 Dr. Brown had the whole
tract eurveyed and reduced the whole 1into "one entire tract now called
Rose Hill." (Rose Hill Plat- Hall of Records- Land Cffice, Annapolls)
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Thus, the name Betty's Delight lost its identity until purchaeeér;nd
restored in 1953 by the present owners.

An 0ld, brick walled cemetery (now level with the ground) is SdE&A
located in the woods west of the house. There is one large tombstone
and the inscription tells the sad story of a mother and father's
grief over the death of their child. "Thomas Howe Ridgate, son of
Thomas Howe Ridgate and Elizabeth, his wife, Wno departed this life
the 24th of June, 1789, aged 3 yrs, 9 months, 17 days."
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" PORT TOBACCO, MD.

SE/4 INDIAN HEAD 15 QUADRANGLE

QUADRANGLE LOCATION
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DN, D. C 20242

TANDARDS

1966

—SERIES V833
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Betty's Delight (Charites County )

home of Mr, & Mrs. James S. Ward
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