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governments as their own wisdom suggesied; suck as they
deemed most proper for themseives. It is a subject on which
they judge exclusively, and with which others interfere no
farther than they are supposed to have a commeon interest.

The counsel for the plaintil’ iu ervor insists that the consti-
tution was intended to secure the people of the several states
against the undue exercise of power by their respactive state
governments; as well asngainst that which might be attempted
by their general government. In support of this argument he
relies on the inlubitions comtained in Lthe tenth section of the
first ariicle.

We think that section affords a strong if not a conclusive
argument in support of the opinion already indicated by the
court.

The preceding section contains restrictions which are ob-
viously intended for the exclusive purpose of restraining the
excrcise of power by the departments of the general govern-
ment.  Some of them use language applicable only to con-
press: others are expressed in general terms. The third
clause, for example, declares that “ o bill of attainder or cx
post facto law shall be passed” No language can be more
general; yet the demoustration is complete that it applies
solely i the government of the United States.  In addilion to
the general arguments furnished by the instrument itself,
some of which have been already suggested, the succceding
zection, the avowed purpose of which is 1o restrain state legis-
lation, contatns in terms the very prohibition, [t declares that
*no state shall pass any bill of attainder or ex post facto law.”
This provision, then, of the ninth section, however comprehen-
sive its language, containa no restriction on state legislation.

The ninth seclion having cnumerated, in the nature of a
hilk of rights, the limitations intended to bu imposed on the
powers of the general government, the tenih proceeds to enu-
rnerate those which were to operate on the state legislatures.
These resirictions are brought togetlier in the same section,
and are by express words applicd (0 the states, * No state
shall enter into any treaty,” &e.  Perceiving that in a consti-
tution framed by the people of the United States for the go-
vermuent of all, no it en of e action of goverment on



