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wenk, b, and irresolute, dismiss them wittt silence, as unft

1o adyree of povern in the present stale of vour atfain, wiich
_ demands wisdom ta plan and finnness to execute.  |f anly
¢ @ eeror in judgaient can be imiputed 10 1hem, corvect it Ly
your adviee and instruciions.
.- The Leeember Convention appointed 1 Committee® 1o
peepare a drxft of Instructinas for the Deputiesin Congren,
who reported tha following, us unanimonsly eureed to by
: them !

* In ConvexrION.

1 "Tothe Hougwrabie M, Tiouman, Eq., T. Jounsow, Jun.,
' 5.Cnase, Roarer GoLossorovon, W. Paca, T. Stone,
t Rosenr ALexannen, and Joun Rocens, Laquires

"* The Convention, taking into their most serous conside-

: naton the present state of e undmppy dispute belween

: reat Britain and the United Colonies, think it proper o

deliver you their sentiments, and 1o instruct you in certain

pomts relative to your conduct in Congress as Represenia-
tves ol this Province.

" The expencnce we and our ancestors liave had of the
wiidness an equity of the Englizh Govemment, under which
we fave grown up to, and enjoyed a state of felicity not
exceeded iy any poople we know of, uniil e nds of
the preseat controversy were laid by the Minmiry and Par-
hamens of Greai Britain, it las most sironuly endesred
t us that Lonstiwiion from whence these biessings have
been derived, and makes us srdeutly wisk for a reconciliation
with the nather eouniry, upon terms 1hat may ensurs 19
these Calonies on equal and permanent fizedom. To this
Lonslitution we are attached, uot only hy habit but by prin-
cipie, being, in our judumenu, persuacled it i, of all knawn
symems, besi caleulaied to seeure the libery of the suhjml,
1o guard agairst despotisin on the one irand, and licenwous-
ness on Lhe other,

' Improssed with thesa sentiments, we wannly recomend
1e you 1o keep constantly in your view tlie avowed end and
purposs for which thase Colonies oripinally associated—the
redress of American grievaices and securing the rights of
ithe Caolonisis,

“'The renzrkable suceess which has allended the Amers-
can arms alford sa happy sn oppartunity of evincioy to aur
Sovereign, to our brethren uf Greas Britain, ond 1o the waorld,
the sincenty of our Erequent declarations of our strong desire
ot reconciliation, thay, as [epresenatives of thie Provinge,
wa think it our duty to instruct you Lo take tha firs 0ppor-
tumy ta move for in Uongress, and use your ulimost endea-
vaurs to have prepaced and transmitted, an umble Petition
10 the Thrane, disavowing, in the most solemn maancr, oil
design i these Uolonies of independence, and declaring, in
expheil 1enns, that tiey liave nothing more in view than the
eatablislient of theie st riglits, ex pressing their ardent de-
sire to be rostoced 10 e confidence of their Savereign, aod
(o that happy connection which subsisted between them aod
(ha parent State before their present troubles began, and pray-
g the Hoyal mierposttion with Parliament jor the speedy
restoration of peace and tranquillity 1o e divided BM{1irD.
As upon the obtention of these great objucts we shall think
1t our greatest happiness 10 be firmly united to Grear Bri-
taii, by 3 conslitutional dependance upon tise imperizl Crown
and Parliament thereof, we think prper 10 mstruct vou,
1liat should any proposition be happily made by the Craws
or Parliament that may lead ta, or lay a rationsl and pro-
bulle ground for, reconcaliation, you use yuur uimest endea-
vours to cultivale and inprove W into a happy seutlenent
and lasting amity; taking cam: 10 secure the Unied Colonies
agamst the excrcise of the Ayl assuned by Padiainent 1o
tax Ameriea o) 10 aller and chonge e Charters nnd Con-
stitutions ol the said Colonies; which cannot be sdimited
without destrovivg tho essenvinl security af the lives, liber-
lies, and propervies of the Colonises.

“ We further instruct vou, that you do not, withodt rlie pre-
vious knowlelge and approbation of the Convention of this
Province, assent 1 any proposition 1o declere these Colonies
intependent of the Crown ol Great Britain ; nor 10 any pro-
postion inr making or entering into aliiance with any foreign
power : nor lo any union or cunivderation of thess Colonies
wiich inay necewmnly leod (o a separgtion from the mother
country.,  [hesimus uy we are of pexce will) Freat Britain

* Jame ilclirday, Chasles Curnil, Bwristry, Jamas Tilghas, Gus-
lavme Beoll, snd Bmjsmia Humeary, Espuine.
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upan sale and honourable terms, we wish you, nevertheless,
and instruct you, o join with the otber Calonies in such mili-
1ary operiions as you shall judgs pmper and necessary for
the eommwon delence, until such & peaca can be happily ob-
tamned. At the same time that we pssure you wa have sn
entirm condidence in your abilities and integrity in the dis-
charge of the grear trust reposed in you, wa must observe
to you, a8 our opinion, that in the relation of constiment znd
Representative, ons principul securny of the former i, the
right he holds 10 be luily informed of the conduct of the
latter. ¥¥e can conceive no case to exist in which it would
be ol mors importance 1o exerciss thin right than the pre-
sent, nof Any i which we can suppose the Representalive
would more willingly acquiesce i the axerciee of it; we
therefore instruct you, that you, from time 1o time, 18 occl-
sions inay offer, lay before the Convention of this Provines
the proceedings, and the part you ke in the generei de-
liberatinns of the Congress, except such military operations
as tnay be judged necessary 1o be kept sesper,’”

To determine the propriety of this Province urging the
Congress 10 petition the King of Gremt Britain in Jonuary
last, 1t may Le proper 1o observe, that the Petitioa proposad
was, in substance, and afmost in words, the same with the
one sent by the Cangress mod then Iying befors the Throne.
The Proslamaven declaring all the Colonies in rebed liom,
was issuad 2 few days after tiva wrmival and knowledge of
our Petition, and was published in ol the newspapers. [
wat 1l well known that the Padisment wes called and
expecied to meet in Octoder. The Petition proposed would
not bly arrive in before the month of Mareh,
beforn wiich time the measures of Pardiament must have
beon taken.* and would not be m the least influsnced by 1he
Petiition. To send 4 sacond Petition of the same nature,
before a knowiedze ol the fate of the first, could answer vo
other purpose but to discover an unreasanable fondness for
peace, and encourage a wicked and imPImhlu tyrant 1o the
pursit of his disbolical schemes. This part of the instruc-
tions was egreed 10 by the Convention, and atruck cut on
the next duy, after the receipt of the Kinp’s speech,

inMELCOON 1oL [0 assent o any proposition of inde-
endency, for ¢ foreign alliance, nor 1 eny union nf the Co-
onies which might necessarily lead to a separation, without
the previous knowiedzu and approbation of the Conrention,
might have produced the ost falal consequences to all
Amertca. (ases might have heppened m which it would
bave been expedient 1o form foreign lliances withour 2ny
delay; if they couvid not be entered into withoot the consent
of Maryioad, though a very great majority of the Gologies
showdd esteem such meawrs wise and absolutely neces-
sary, tha apporuniy of saving 4merice might bave been
]:sqt. The {?:n?mafalma could have the best intelligence
and comprchensive view of our affairs, and would be the
mast capalle wdues when this stop cught 1o be takep.  [n-
ferest, palicy, and necessity would induee this Province not
to sepuraie jrom her sster Colomies, 'Why, then, discover &
distrust and want of confidence in the Congress, that is 2
mayrity of the Coloniea? ¥Why disclose 10 the world thay
this Province would not be boumd to unite with & majority

of them ? AN ANERiCax.

NEW-TORK DELEGATES TO PROVENCIAL CONGRESS.

Fhilsdelphis, Juna T7, 1718,

(rewTiEseEn: We doutn not but before this you have
received our President’s lever, informing your that this Con-
gress hava appoioted the officers for the regiment directed
(o be ramed i our Colony by 1he resolve passed on Fridey
last, and then 1mnamitted you. Bui as we conceive the
epposaiment of afficers by this Congress for new levia o be
rased in u particular Colony, is contrary 10 the odinary
pracuce, and inay twreiwe be considered 23 in snme meg-
sure inftinging on 1he nghts of the Colony, we beg lexve,
es far as we ore able, w explain the reasons of Coagress for
taking this step, and cur conduct thereon.

On reeeiving the Jute intelligence from Canada repeciing
the repuise of tim dewwchment of cur Army commanded by
Gewerai T at Three Hivers, &c., the despatebon
conisining this account, with the state of our Army ia
Cansda, were referred 10 the Bosrd of Wee, who, the mune

* The Trooty for forvign woepa wa signll tn Frirwary,



