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To: The State House Trust

From: Edward C. Papenfuse
State Archivist

Date: September 26, 2005

Re: Proposal for Restoration of the Old House of Delegates Chamber

As requested by the State House Trust, Archives’ staff has prepared the enclosed proposal for restoring
the old House of Delegates Chamber to its late 19th century appearance. As envisioned, the room will be a
multi-use facility with state-of-the-art meeting facilities and will also be a beautiful venue for ceremonies
and receptions.  Its 19th century decor and interpretation will be an excellent counterpoint to the 18th

century Old Senate Chamber across the lobby and will feature the role of the noted Maryland architect
George A. Frederick in the 1876 renovation of the State House. 

The interpretation of the room will celebrate two major periods of the second half of the 19th century. The
first will be the two constitutional conventions of 1864 and 1867 that were held in the Chamber. The
Constitution of 1864 abolished slavery in Maryland. The Constitution of 1867 revised the Constitution of
1864 and, as amended to date, is still in effect today as the guiding document of Maryland state
government.  The Archives has, on deposit, the desk that was used by Fendall Marbury, a delegate from
Prince George’s County to both conventions. 

The second major theme of the Chamber will be its complete renovation in 1876, a time when America
was celebrating its centennial and demonstrating its accomplishments at the Philadelphia Exposition. This
was a period of enormous national pride and a time of great rebuilding and showcasing of American
craftsmanship and industry. The Archives has many photographs and other documentation of this
renovation. 

The proposal envisions the use of a number of portraits and other objects that the Archives already has as
part of the Commission on Artistic Property inventory.  Other pieces would need to be acquired through
loan or purchase. 

We believe that the next step is to engage a preservation architect to advise on architectural and
decorative elements of the re-creation and to provide detailed drawings and specifications for the work. 
A working estimate as to the cost of the project is $3 million, including renovations encompassing the
current Calvert Room, Silver Room, and the Visitors’ Center. This would include reconstruction,
furnishings, such as the Speaker’s rostrum, and interpretive exhibits. 

This proposal is a key component of an overall action plan for refurbishing of the historical interpretive
exhibits in the State House which will require an additional allocation of about $700,000. 
























































































