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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
ARCHDIOCESE OF BALTIMORE

Church of St. Leo the Great

227 South Exeter Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

The recently arrived Italian immigrants within the boundaries of the Parish of
St. Vincent de Paul were assigned to the care of an assistant, Father Joseph

Leo Andreis.
him beginning in 1874,

Separate books for baptisms and marriages were kept for them by
Seven years later Father Andreis became the first

pastor of the new parish, St. Leo the Great, carved out of the southern
boundaries of St.
kept by Father Andreis for the "Italian" and "Irish"” members of his

congregation.

Italian.

Vincent de Paul.

For the next decade separate registers were

By the mid-1890s the remaining congregation was exclusively

Historical Sketch of St. Leo's Parish 1881-1922

Souvenir of the Golden Jubilee of St. Leo's Church 1881-1931
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(Italian) 1881-1896 Index

(Irish) 1882-1902 Index

1896~-1903

1903~1904

1903-1905

1905-1909, 1924, pp.1-239, 251

1908-1910

1911-1913

Index

Index

Index
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Partial Index
Index

MdHR M 3276
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1912-1915 pp.la=-504

1915-1917 pp.505-1007
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Baptismal Register 1916-1918 Interments 1887-1905
Baptismal Register 1918-1921 Interments 1910-1953 Partial Index
MdHR M 3279 Death Register 1953-1982 Partial Index

First Communion Register 1513-1981
Baptismal Register 1921-1923
MdHR M 3284
Baptismal Register 1923-1925, pp. 1-494

MdHR M 3280 Confirmation Register 1883-1941, pp.6-31,3-81
Confirmation Register 1910-1933

Baptismal Register 1913-1930, pp.495-1003
Confirmation Register 1935-1981

Baptismal Register 1930-1937
MdHR M 3285

MdHR M 3281
Baptismal Register 1937-1942 Partial Index
Baptismal Register 1942-1947 Index
Baptismal Register 1947-1961 Index
Baptismal Register 1961-1982 Index

Marriage Register 1874-1896

Marriage Register 1896-1904

MdHR M 3282

Marriage Register 1882-1905

Marriage Register 1905-1915 Partial Index
Marriage Register 1915-1920 Partial Index
Marriage Register 1920-1927 Index

MdHR M 3283

Marriage Register 1927-1961 Partial Index

Marriage Register 1962-1982 Index
Death Register 1874-1882, 1906-1907

Death Register 1881-1886
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TO HIS GRACE, MICHAEL ]J. CURLEY,
ARCHBISHOP OF BALTIMORE.

We had intended dedicating this short review of
our activities, extending over 12 years in the city of
Baltimore, to His Eminence, our late Cardinal,—he
had so graciously called us to take charge of the
[talians here, and never ceased to show the deepest
interest in our work, or to give it his weighty support.
We never turned to him without finding fresh courage ;
and powerful inspiration, Our gratitude will not end R
now with his departure. His blessed memory will Rt. Rev. 0. B. CORRIGAN,
always stay with us, Vicar General.

But now we confidently look up also to his illustrious
successor, our new Archbishop, His Grace, MicHAEL
J. CurLey. We trust that Your Grace, too, will be our
kind adviser and strong protector, helping us in our
humble endeavors to make St. Leo’'s a model Italian
parish, worthy of its great Patron and worthy of this
glorious archdiocese.

Fript b g al A




REV. JOSEPH L. ANDREIS
Founner
ofF S1. LEo's CHURCH

ST. LEO'S CHURCH

THE CHURCH AND ITS PASTORS.

N Sunday, September 12, 1880, the cornerstone of St.
LLeo’s was laid by His Grace Archbishop Gibbons at that
time not yet created a Cardinal, We had long wished to see

a church built for the Italians of the city, as their number was
gradually increasing. The greater part of them, however, had
made their homes in the southeastern section of the city, where
St. Leo’s now stands, and this he judged the proper location.
Having come to a decision in the matter, he appointed Rev. Joseph
[Leo Andreis, then assistant pastor of St. Vincent’s Church, and
a native of Turin, Italy, to undertake the formation of a congre-
gation. Owing to circumstances, Father Andreis, in order to
accomplish the task of building the new church and, later on,
the schools, so greatly needed, was obliged to incur a very heavy
debt; so that the history of the church, in a money way, has been
a long and great struggle, now, however, successfully brought to
a conclusion.

After a vigorous campaign of collecting beforehand, the new
church was finally begun. At the laying of the cornerstone,
Archbishop Gibbons made an address to a great crowd of people,
Catholic and Protestant alike, and an Italian address was deliv-
ered by Rev. Emilius de Augustinus, S. J. of Woodstock College.
The occasion was one of great ceremony. A procession of all
the Catholic societies of the city, forming at the City Hall and
headed by many priests and the French and Italian consuls,
marched to St. Leo’s and assisted at the ceremonies.

The first Mass was said at St. Leo's on January 23, 1881, in
the basement, as the upper part of the church was still unfinished.
Father Andreis was the celebrant. In the afternoon of the same
day, Vespers were sung, and at Benediction an ostensorium,
blessed especially and sent to St. Leo’s by Pope Leo XIII, was
used.

Father Andreis had a large number of devoted American friends
who wished to help him by taking seats at his church: but the
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REV. JOS. M. RIEDEL, P. 8. M.

PasTor
S1. LEo’s CHURCH

Archbishop did not sanction this, as the church was intended for
the Italians alone. This made the first year’s struggle a very hard
one, the number of Italians being as vet insufficient for the needs
of the new parish. One year later, therefore, in \Lptcml)er
1‘4‘41 St. Leo's was made a parish for both nationalities. and i
the same month the completed edifice was dedicated and thc
altar removed to the upper floor of the church. On the Sunday
of f](rlr( ation, the new bell of the tower was also blessed.

[Leo’s now began to flourish, st: irting from a congregation
nf ]{J{) [talians and 1,500 Americans. In 1883, the Caly ary now
above the high altar, and the handsome side paintings of the Im-
maculate Conception and St. Joseph, the work of Gamba of Turin,
painter to the King of Italy, were brought from a trip home to
Europe by Father Andreis. The beautiful fresco work of the
church was done in October, 1887, by H. Foresti and V. Orlando,
and renewed by the same artists in the year 1910, through the
kindness of Mr. A. Lanasa.

Father Andreis died in July, 1903. He was suceeded by Rev.,
Thomas Monteverde, who died in July, 1905. The third pastor was
Father Pasquale di Paolo. The silver jubilee of St. Leo's was
celebrated during his incumbency.

Father Joseph M. Riedel took charge of the parish in Septem-
ber, 1909. His ass'stants have been: Reverends Mario ( ‘atalano,
D.D.; Peter Schroeder, P. S. M.; _]m«c.]:h Gleisner, P. S. M.:
August Braukmann, P. S. M.; Rev. Valentine Rumpel, P. S.
M., since July, 1917, pastor of St. John the Baptist's. He was
sent from St. Leo’s to take charge of this new Italian church,
given to the Italians by Cardinal Gibbons free of debt and ready

for occupancy, in consideration of the heav y debt still resting on

St. Leo’s  Father Valentine Rumpel, a great Missionary(who
spent over 20 vears with the Indians of Brazil), is now contem-
plating the building of a much-needed school.

Father Albert Guido Spiesberger, P.S. M., was another as-
sistant.  The present assistant at St. Leo's, Rev. Henry Gerlen,
P.5.M, D.D,, a classmate of Father Riedel in Rome, has the
degrees of Doctor of Philsophy and 'Hlunlu;:\ Dr. Gerlin is
humble as a child and mild as a lamb, and helps to make St. Ieo’s
Rectory a cheerful and happy place, for he also is a musician
and knows how to play the piano well.

9
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Father Joseph M. Riedel took charge of the parish in Septem-
Ler, 1909. His ass'stants have been: Reverends Mario Catalano,
D.D.; Peter Schroeder, I’. S. M.: Joseph Gleisner, P. S. M.:
August Braukmann, P. S. M.: Rev. Valentine Rumpel, P. S.
M., since July, 1917, pastor of St. John the Japtist’'s.  He was
sent from St. Leo’s to take charge of this new Italian church,
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The financial condition of the parish has been a very difficult
one to meet, as Father Riedel found the congregation of 2,000
worshippers mostly poor, hard-working people, burdened with
a debt of $20,900. Notwithstanding this, he has contrived to
pay the interest on an additional sum of $5,000 for the right of
occupying the building at 112 North Front Street, the present
Asylum. He was criticized at first for contracting further debt :
but today not a voice is raised in condemnation.

The first five years of Father Riedel's pastorate at St. Leo's

were therefore a continual struggle, to obtain the necessary money

REV. HENRY GERLEN, P.8. M., D. D,

to pay a yearly interest of over $1,000. As the like amount was
required for needed repairs and improvements, and the whole
annual income of the church was about $3,000, there was no ques-
tion of a regular salary for the pastor, his assistants or the good
Sisters of Notre Dame who, all working together in true mission-
ary spirit for the good of immortal souls, were satisfied with
the little they received. Thanks to the gracious Providence
of God, they were never reduced to actual want of the necessities
of life. Father Riedel was all this time affticted with a chronic

10

throat trouble which caused him much suffering ; notwithstanding
this, he made it a point to appear always with a contented, pleas-
ant and smiling countenance, saying that a poor missionary must
not allow himself to worry over either money or sickness—im-
mortal souls were his riches and treasure, the will of God his
comfort and consolation.

The report for 1914 showed the financial condition of St. Leo’s
to be changing for the better. At that time Cardinal Gibbons
wrote the following letter to Father Riedel:

My Dear Father Riedel:

[ am pleased to learn that you are about to inauguarate a movement
amongst your parishioners for the reduction of the debt which is on St.
Leo's Church. 1 know that for the past twenty years there has been a
heavy debt on the church, a debt which still amounts to $20,900, and which
is a burden on the parish. The great interest which the ltalians of this
city have shown in the Orphan Asylum recentlv organized, leads me to
believe that with a little encouragement, they will make an earnest effort
to lessen this debt. By doing this they will lift a very heavy burden
from the church, and enable vou to devote the money now being paid
out yearly in interest for the needs of the school and church. [ sincerely
hope and trust that you will be successful in your efforts, and that you
will have the hearty and generous co-operation of your parishioners.

Faithfully yvours in Xto.,
J. Card. Gibbons,
Archbishop of Baltimore.

The Pastor was now feeling at home with his flock, and they,
in return, were putting their confidence in him. Twenty thousand
nine hundred dollars was an immense sum to be paid by a poor,
hard-working class. But it soon became apparent. by his words
and deeds, that Father Riedel loved and esteemed the laboring
class. In many a sermon he depicted the working man as great
and noble indeed, if his work was done in a Christian spirit. St.
Joseph, the carpenter, Jesus Himself, Mary at her daily tasks—
these were the models of the Christian family. “Your toil-
hardened hands are worthy to be kissed—Dbe not envious of those
who enjoy riches, who live in sumptuous palaces, who ride in
splendid automobiles while you have to work, to dig—be honest,
upright workers, for man is created to labor as the bird to fly.”

And it is the good, hard-working class who wiped out St. Leo’s
debt of $20,900. The rich and selfish refused their help, under
the pretext of being poor themselves.

The confidence of his flock in Father Riedel has been proved
by the increased interest shown in the financial help given him.
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His people realized that he meant all he said—that his own life
corresponds to his teaching. While making his visits to discover
who were not attending church, he was often given the excuse:
“I have no good clothes, no hat.”

“Come in your everyday clothes—put your shawl or your hand-
kerchief on your head—come at any cost to Mass, no matter how
poor you may be. There is no “‘admission fee’ nor any “pew
rent” at St. Leo’s to keep you out—all is free. Poverty is no
shame when Christ, the living God, equal to the Father and Holy
Ghost, maker of heaven and earth, lay in a stable, a manger, in
extreme poverty, for love of all of us poor sinners,” he would
answer.

From 1915 on, he was able to pay off a little every vear, so
that in 1919, when the drive for reducing the church debt began,
it had been lowered to $14,200. This sum has now been entirely
cleared off by means of subscriptions, entertainments and car-
nivals.

The following are the brave and zealous Captains of the Teams
working for the Drive:

Mr. Leo Lavezza.

Dora Falotico & Lucy Bruno.
Mrs. Isabella Martocci,

Mr. Frank Corosanito.

Miss Fannie Castrilli.

Mrs., August Marcellino.

Mrs. Margaret Penti.

Mrs. Gazella Cuneo,

Miss Florence Andre.

Mr. Vincent Calore.
Schiavetti, Mastrocola and Giardino.
M. Petrecca.

Mr. Gaetano Merolla.

Mr. John Molinari.

Mr., Frank Di Paula.

Miss Fannie Della Vecchio.
Pedro Di Pietro.

Mr. Charles Marbotti.

Misses Rosie and Josephine Petrone.

12

20. Miss Catherine Clark.

21. Miss Anna Guiliano,

22, Miss Lillian Lyons.

Rev. Joseph Gleisner and Rev. Joseph M: Riedel each had a
team.

Total collected by the members of the Drive................
Entertainments, Collections and Carnivals...................

Total $14,200.00
Previously Palll i ovsmirsaeisisen e ms snaheiie i s vaiel Qo

Total Paid $20.900.00

Among the names on the subscription list (kept at the rectory,
and comprising the names of every individual contributing, from
five cents to $200, the largest amount), I think it is my duty to
mention honorably and particularly those of our constant friends
and benefactors who untiringly helped and assisted in our fairs,
carnivals, picnics, ovster suppers, etc.:

These are:

Mr. Charles Lamm, family and friends.

Dr. GG. Heller, family and friends.

Mrs. Lena lavezza, family and friends.

Mrs. lsabella Martocci, family and friends.
Mrs., Mary Cherigo, family and friends.

Mrs. Josephine Valentini, family and friends,
Miss Fannie Della Vecchia, friends and family.
JTustice Gerecht, family and friends.

M. F. Cardegna, family and friends.

Mrs. Anna Smith, family and friends.

Mr. Charles Courtney, family and friends.

Mr. Andrew Burns, family and friends.

Mr. Angelo DellUomo, family and friends.
Miss Teresa Bacigalupa, family and friends.
Miss Stella Dolan, family and friends.

Miss Mary Keleher, family and friends.

Mrs. F. Valentini, family and friends.

Mr. Frank Bowman, family and friends.

Besides these here mentioned I wish to thank each and every-
one whosoever helped St. Leo's,
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ST. LEO'S CHURCH

INTERIOR OF

(No. 1.)

BALANCE SHEET.

Amount of the original debt to Metropolitan Savings DBank:

(a) Ground Rent Jan. 15, 1881.... AiF
(b) Mortgage Loan Feb. 17, 1893.......

Payments made on Ground Rent:

April 22, 1921
Oct. 5, 1921.......

Payments made on above Loan as follows:

No. 1 March B 1B e i o sl T b
No. 2 Jan, B e L b ) S P
Filan ) 200 0 i R e e
L Fa T S £ AR L2 ) ) e S e e s e e
D e L o T RTea e 1E s FE L s
No. ) [b P 717 e s R S S

No.
No.
No. 7 Feb. G 1904, .......

No. MAYCR 3. Y. .0 corssintinss s amiesiow ems
No. 9 July R b e e N s

$3,750.00
3,750.00

$7,500.00

$2,000.00
72845
471.55
450.00
450.00
500.00
1,000.00
500.00
1,500.00

$7,600.00

l.oan Balance of July 3, 1907,

(No. 2.)

COMMONWEALTH BANK.

$7.,500.00
$9,500.00

$7,600.00

$1,900.00

On September 6th, 1905, a new Mortgage I.oan of $2,500 was

created.
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ST. LEO'S

INTERIOR OF

( No. 1.)
BAILLANCE SHEET.

Amount of the u]‘i_ﬂill.‘l] debt to Metre bl litan San it1_t.',~ Bank :
(a) Ground Rent Jan. 15, IBBL....i.vauns ceev... $7.500.00
(b) Mortgage Loan Feb. 17, 1893..........ccivvvvninne.. $9500.00

$17,000.00
Payments made on Ground Rent:

Aovil 2& 1921, .. cvniinvnine vribasabmnaimesson SR HOO0
@ - e s 5.7 I e P P R N S 3,750.00

$£7,500.00
Payments made on above Loan as follows:

No-1 March 8 1880, .....c.ciiiivivsnansssaesas $2.000.00
No. 2 Jan. A T i 728.45
, (o7 0 s i 1 i L 3 o SNty 471.55
e {0 ) i 1 S O e e e r 450.00
No.o D Bt FL 1001, 0 s i iiare srbie s 450.00
Mo 6 Bee... 30, 1902, . icoctaaisviess : 500.00
Mo ¢ Peb. 00108 v mldloniesbibieny | R0
No.'8 March '3 15 iarinisiivapisn s i b 500.00
No. 9 July 5 S 12 L I e sty o S o 3 5010,

$7,60000  $7,600.00
Loan Balance of July 3, 1907, $1.900.00
(No. 2.)
COMMONWEALTH BANK.
On September 6th, 1905, a new Mortgage L.oan of $2,500 was
created.




LEO'S SCHOOL—B

ST.

(No. 3.)

Mortgage to Border States Savings Bank which was dated

March 30. 1889,

AMOUN’I

Which was latter assigned by the Border States Bank to the
Hopkins Place Savings Bank in June 15, 1915,

Payments made on same as follows:

June 17, 1902....

Balance due of June 17, 1902

May 15, I S S SN Yot S R e S T E T E
May 500.00
Oect, S500.00
BEPL. 3 AR i s e e s e e e S T 1,000.00
Jan. T L7 | e e R o dpe il Sy 2 N e = 1,000.00
May I s o i 2 gt G L K 950.00
570 e AN P ) e SN R PSR IS R \JER | 1.100.00
July AR L A DI ST S B I o 700.00
Aug. R s | TR ) K s et 500.00
Aug. e YOO PG, v s S 895.00
Sept. 1920 355.00

$8.000.,00

(No. 4.)

Final financial statement from all sources since 1909 :

Amount of Debts Due September 7, 1909 to:
Metropolitan Savings Bank
Mortgage $ 1,900.00
PO TREDE, il 2 v it s wr s e R s 7.500.00
Commonwealth Bank : 2,500.00
Border State and Hopkins Place Savings Bank 8,000.00
Fannie Kahn Ground Rent on 227 S. Exeter St.. .. 1,000.00

Total Debt Sept. 7, 1909 on Church Property $20,900.00

(No. 5.)
Total Debt September 7, 1909, on Church Property.........
Amount Paid on Above Debt from September 7, -1909
0 Decenihier I0. TRl g o e apr e e e s e e B R
Which Now Leaves us FREE of all debt.

-
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$10,000.00

$ 2.000.00

£ 8,000.00

$20,900.00

$20,900.00




KINDERGARTEN 1921.

THE
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<
-
M

SCHOOL

LEO'S

ST.

(No. 3.)

Mortgage to Border States Savings Bank which was dated
March 30. 1889,

AMOUN’I $10,000,00

Which was latter assigned by the Border States Bank to the
Hopkins Place Savings Bank in June 15, 1915.
Payments made on same as follows:

June Y 1902 . ocvoninin i L T B S $ 2,000.00

Balance due of June 17, 1902 £ 8.000.00

May 15, 1915... o il g e e e B OB
MY 2 BB o s sl e e e T 500.00
Oct. 0 17 S R S B P 500.00
Sept. 3, 1919 ,000.00
Jan. B R L e i B s e T T L000.00
May e §2 0 G RS e s i L S Sy 950,00
June i L0, s o S e < e 100.00
Bl T80 b n bz sty ax i 700.00
Aug. T L ) R e S S T W e g S 500.00
Aung. 4, 1920...... .o, 895.00
Sept. . 1920..... E 355.00

$8.000.00

(No. 4.)
Final financial statement from all sources since 1909 ;

Amount of Debts Due September 7, 1909 to:—
Metropolitan Savings Bank
Do T T o e e e P A 52§ g
Ground Rent........... 7.500.00
Commonwealth Bank 2,500.00
Border State and Hopkins Place Savings Bank 8,000.00
Fannie Kahn Ground Rent on 227 S. Exeter St.. .. 1,000.00

Total Deht Sept. 7, 1909 on Church Property $20,900.00

(No. '5.)

Total Debt September 7, 1909, on Church Property.........
Amount Paid on Above Debt from September 7, -1909

Lol BT s | ) TR L (e S e S e S e e e £20,900.,00
Which Now Leaves us FREE of all debt.

$20,900.00

17







