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THE CANONICAL
MARRIAGE REGISTER

COMPILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH

The Canons of the Church in the
United States of America

BEING VOLUME I1I OF
“The Canonical Parish Register”

MOREHOUSE - GORHAM CO.
NEW YORK




CANON OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

§ 1. Ministers of this Church shall be careful to secure the observance of the law of the
State governing the civil contract of marriage in the place where the service shall be performed.

§ 2. [i.] No Minister shall solemnize a marriage except in the presence of at least two
witnesses.

[ii.] Every Minister shall without delay formally record in the proper register the name,
age, and residence of each party. Such record shall be signed by the Minister who solemnizes
the marriage, and, if practicable, by the married parties, and by at least two witnesses of the
marriage.

§ 3. No Minister, knowingly after due inquiry, shall solemnize the marriage of any person
who has a divorced husband or wife still living, if such husband or wife has been put away for
any cause arising after marriage. But this canon shall not be held to apply to the innocent
party in a divorce for adultery; provided, that before the application for such remarriage a
period of not less than one year shall have elapsed, after the granting of such divorce; and
that satisfactory evidence touching the facts in the case, including a copy of the Court’s
Decree, and Record if practicable, with proof that the defendant was personally served or
appeared in the action, be laid before the Ecclesiastical Authority, and such Ecclesiastical
Authority, having taken legal advice thereon, shall have declared in writing that in his judg-
ment the case of the applicant conforms to the requirements of this canon; and, Provided

further: That it shall be within the discretion of any Minister to decline to solemnize any
marriage.

§ 4. If any Minister of this Church shall have reasonable cause to doubt whether a person
desirous of being admitted to Holy Baptism, or to Confirmation, or to the Holy Communion,
has been married otherwise than as the Word of God and discipline of this Church allow, such
Minister, before receiving such person to these ordinances, shall refer the case to the Bishop
for his godly judgment thereupon: Provided, however, That no Minister shall in any case
refuse these ordinances to a penitent person in imminent danger of death.



HOW TO USE THE MARRIAGE REGISTER

The Canon governing the use of this Register will be found on the preceding page. It is
required that each entry “shall be signed by the Minister who solemnizes the marriage, and,
if practicable, by the married parties, and by at least two witnesses of the marriage.”

A convenient way to secure these signatures will be to have the Marriage Register, lying
open at the appropriate page, resting on a table standing in the Church Porch, pen, ink, and
writing conveniences being also provided. The preliminary entries prior to the signatures
should have been made in advance. As the bridal party passes out of the Church, they should
be stopped as they pass the table, and the signatures should then and there be affixed. The
bride, signing first, should append her full signature, thus: “Mary Elisabeth (Jones) Smith,”
her maiden name being within the parentheses. The signature of the groom will follow, then
those of “at least two witnesses.”” Space is provided in the Register for the signatures of e¢ight
witnesses. The officiating minister should sign last of all, immediately after he has returned
from the vestry, and before the Register has been removed from the table.

Detailed instructions should have been given to the Bridal party in advance, as to order
and place of signatures and as to the style of the signature of the Bride; and an usher or at-
tendant should have the custody of the Register and the table which supports it, continuously.
before, during, and after the solemnization, until the Register is removed from the Church.

In the event of the marriage of any divorced person, according to the terms of the Canon,
care should be taken to enter the date of the decree granting such divorce, which must be
“not less than one year” prior to the time of this marriage; and also the name of the Court
which granted the decree. The “satisfactory evidence touching the facts in the case,” with
“a copy of the Court’s decree, and Record if practicable,” and the “judgment” of the “Eccle-
siastical Authority” “in writing,” should in every instance be carefully preserved among the
Parish archives, unless the Ecclesiastical Authority in any Diocese may arrange (as would be
wise) for the lodging and safe keeping of all such papers among diocesan archives.
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