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DECISIONY OF TINFE GOVERYMENT 1IN
TR TIRENT AFEFALIL

The Washington Nalional Intcdligencer of to-day
gives the correrpondence iad between the Gov-
ernments of (irent British and of the United
States in relation to the question of international
law raiead by the procssding of Capt. Wilkes in
taking trom the bhiitich stenmer Tient Measrs,
Mason, Slidell, Macfarland and Eustie.  They
alzo give a copr.of the reproentations made oh
the same sulyect by the Guvernment of France,
together with the reply 10 angwer to these repire
sentations,

Earl Ruseell, her Britannic Majeniy’s Secretary
of State for Foreign AtTairg, after reciting the cir-
cums<tanees under mbich e understood the cap-
ture of these parties 10 have betn made, proceeds
to characterize it as au outragze on the Hritish
Hag. and, ntter expressing the hope and belief that
it hiad not tewn authorized by our Government,
asks ns the reparntion appropriste to such an ag-
pression, that the four geuthomnen degiznated
ghould be relenad, and that an apology should Le
given for what the ¢ evernment of Great Lritain
deetns an atlzont to hee tlaz,

In respunpling to this demand, Mr, Seward, the
Secretary of Sute for the United States, after re-
viewing the ditcuinttances under which the ar-
reet wna ¢ fectidd, according to the report of our
pnaval oflicera, aud thits developine the inacenea-
cre and  omisdons of the Dt statemient, pro-
ctods to anaivze the ftacte and the principles of
publie Ja s anvivedan he caze, and nrrives at the
conclusion Lat the neglect of Capt. Wilkes, jart.
[v voluntiry as it waa on s part, to bring the
Treut in tor ttial na lawful prize, may te justly
held to operate ns 8 forteiture of the bellizerent
right ot capture a eruing under the law of nahonas,
and that "he Gsovernment ot the Untted Statea, ay
well trom this consideration ss is ronsatency with
i1 van trelitionad poiicy tespectine the maritime
fichte of neutrats, wonld be g its own wiong if
it chon!) setase o compltinge with the Britich
dem el s Dar oas ielaites to the disposition that
Ml be meute ot the persons tahen into custody
by 4 apt Witkes under ss grgstancss bu:ljev el to
£3 _|::-'Ih O T L eellot wn lwith the ;:rvllnfh-
'I']'].-. V] et d o ar as I‘ﬂ'ulll- the h.iIHIIIIL"-‘ .
arhod by the Batich Governnent, at will be'ob-
cerved thet noene os tendered, becatse a simple
at vbenn ptoob the fucts s Ty are, suthees to shiow
that nee ofenee could hase beenrintended on the
par' of our Luovernnwn?, - it hd given no -
structions whateverin the premi-es wiite the pro-
cerding ol Captain Wilkes, i so tar as 11 fals to
entte to the benetit of hit Government and to
conform 1o the rules of public law, was dictated
by coscibbrations of mindnesa atrd torhaarance,
tor which eertainly no ~‘apology™ 19 due to the
British Governgient,

We learn that the deision of the I'resident an
this atFuir, ns snnounced and explatned in the lu-
Aad despateh of Mr. New ard, has the appioval of
every memier of the Cabinet, ntid wlittever may
fwe the disappointment of nny at the resalt to
whit h the Vdministration bhas come 10 seithing a
qrerstion constitutionaily devolved upon the Exece
wtive hrauch of Whe Gosvctmnent, we are sure that
all will applacd the tirmuess and sincenty with
which the Administration, resi=ling s natural
tendeney impressed by the conceived drift of pul-
1 u,riui--n 1 ONT OWI tobalgy, Las redolted to
do what 1t belioves to be nighit in the premises. —
And it surely shon'd fpive pagse’ to all who
v bae dispoed to cliall nze the propriety of the
rowntiution to which the ddmimmstiation has cutoe,
when they oate thit a contrary decsion would
leave u- in opposition not only to the views of
Growt Bt but also to thawe which the Gose-
cinin 1t of France announces respecting the prin-
aplo- ot public taw involved in this transaction.

bae Latter Goserntent, o naking the declama-
tiots it dows, under this bead, iz not open to the
guspicion of being anttmated by an utfrienls
aentinent, ur by the vindictive feelings which
iy bee imputed to the Briti-~h Government o
tmoaninig b doinand while as yet swuarting under
concerved in<alt to its e, Least of all ean the
Governmeat of France Le stppored 10 act in sub-
YRS WL TRl W [V R 310 cotisblrtations extnrsic to the
tuterantional asrevts ot Thit case ns one of public
Law iniiuurtﬂul to all mantime l'n\lrrﬂ, sifl( We
il M. Thouvenil merely anticipating from the
traditions ot our past history the determination
to which our trovernment had comein advance
of recvivinge the representations which the Govern-
meat of France concrived it elf called 1o wake 1n
the ingerest oF the low of natons.

11 will not be torrotten by the atteative reader
of this joearnal that while seehing to shouw, a3 we
have done, that the act ot Capt. Wilkes was jus-
titiable necording to the British precedents, we
boave at the ~ate hine awd antted that there were
.oy reasong o Gt whether, in consiatency
with the cop=ttuction hetetotore I-I;H'I'Ii on the in-
ternational code by the Urited States, our Gov-
ern et would be oal e ar < voints 1o detend the
proceding, The we 1ot atvd unl.r several
Lo e i the fondlegoneer of the il instant, an an
articie entted the <biplomatic Bquilibrivm,”’
and im nwhichowe cited some opinions announced
ooMr. Mol sonncarnsduciinge the arpument on
the part of the United Soates apainst the assumed
roont of the Bntish Governnent to vigit our ships
Attt ke from thetn, by @ precess s suimiary as
thit ot whivh it pow coapl und, certain alleged
wighies ta, 0 ite !;Ilﬂ thoat tho v oWere deserters
fronn the Briti-h ~crvice,  Ata stll later day—in
th. fateileeneer of the 1300 1istant—mne took ve-
easion to repeat Uthat the ouly doubt ralsed in
the ise 0b Mezas, Moo Ay Sadell was not
whetlor therr arrest i~ sttt le according ta
Briti-f rutings ondpredonts, but whether our Gor-
errrient could aFard (0 endorse thevs Jrectdents
and rulings ay consivuwtny aund sational Lo,
good ter all faree to Corte e well a9 for present
l'f...-f'_-"h'r-'.'. '

it apeare that the Adrnini-tration has Maed
to endorse them, and, desading all jusnheation
that woneht bedormved trom aooent rulings uf the
Bir-n Admiradts Courteoandl even trom
e fpees of pubdie s as Jefined by mnny repu-
table B ot b Jdetepnnedd toothr e strictiy
toothe Tine ot the procedents marhed ont by onr
eoa Gioverument o the Madisonian cra ol the
[:; ;1 ”".-“, rnih-'t'iH_\ ad 1N the Tl"l’_’t T | l‘-f '!““I’:
ol B L al e To ]r[lt::i '« the Groverntns nt 0t
Great Brotamn frone the exercne of a ]-Il“?.*h"-l
i ottt wh howc ite s the vear 14200 the ne-
;;-.Hi tToation- | vl betwren 'ﬂr. Welater anid 1ol
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MMEIETEIAN IR i!lb Ti~. whelhpr
naterasz by whinch the Utisted Srates
woo b st e cthe paactice of ptupresang s -
o oo Nrempoon veead! nhot horeatter be
TETL Y B ITR LY lI:.nl'.“ l.oted N-hl Lrton, iy o=
ity antertaig the antec o ovpre soed the thope
Lt s atista Tory arrai cien? fospeeting itmight
b tiaels, 50 s to e £t pastall apprehiension and
aave s U Iavew of the position now tiken by
the Baitisss Gosvernnent, an oldecting to the sum-
ey procecdings of Capts Wilkea, we g safels
assunie that Great Beatain will never ag.un upliold
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and searching for alleged British subjcts,
sized and impress-d into the British service with-
out further ceremouny.

Whaterer, thereflore, mays be mid by any io the
way of exception to the extreme terms of the de-
mwand made by the British Governmentin the
case of the Trent, it is at least just to adwit that
the case has been <0 ndjusted by our Government
as 1o subserve, we wuuld hope, the great cause of
peutral rights against the assumptions heretofore
asserted by Enzland. but now repudiated b that
Power ip comtuon with France and the United
States. The law of pations, as traditionally in-
terpreted by our Government, has received a new
ssnction, though at the cost, it may be, of some
national pensibilities waked into dispropotiionate
activity by the temnporary exaccerbations of our
civil feuds. The latter, let us remember, are bhut
for a day. The law of nationd is for ajl time.

To the abore arpument snd exposition of the
Nutional Intelligenrer, we add certain portions of
Mr. Sewnrd’s letter to Lord Lyons, which it has

omitiwl. The arpument of Mr. Newnard is thns
ataied :

The question before us is, whether this proceed-
ing was authorized Ly nod couducted according
to the law of nations. It involves the following
iDquires:

1st. Were the jersons named and their supposed
despatches contratmnd of war?

+d. Might Captain Wilkes lawfully stop aud
senrch the Trent for these cuntraband persons and
despatches?

14. Did he exerci-» that right in a lawful and
proper manoer?

41th. liaving found the contraband persons oo
boatd and in presumed possession of the coptra-
band despatcebes, had he a right to capture the

‘tson 7

sth. 1)id he exercise that right of eapture jn
the manner sllowed and recoguized by the law of
nations”?

If all theae inquiriea shall be resolved in the
atlirmative the Britizhh governtent will have no
claim tor reparation,

I nddress myaelf to the Grst inquiry, namely,
wete the four jersons mentioned, and their suj-
posed dispaches, contrabmnd ?

Maritime law =0 poneraliv deals, as ite profes-
cors s, wn rem Attt s, with projeriy, and so
reldom with persone, that it seens a stramming of
the termn contraband to spphy 1t 1w them.  Bat
petions, as wel]l acproperty, may Levome contra
lapd, since the mord mesns broadly Veontrary to
prochanstion, probated, ilegsl. uniawful.”

All writess and judjzes proncunce paval or misli-
tury jereonsn the service of the enemy contga-
tand.  Vattel says war allows us to cut off from
an cnemy all s resourees, and 16 hinder him
from sending minidters 10 solicit nasistance., And
St Wilhiam Scutt s s sou may stop the ambas-
sador of your enemy on hie patupe. Dirpatches
are [rot lexs clearly  contraband, and the tearers
of couriers who undgrtake 10 carry them fall un-
der the same condemantion,

A subtlety might be raised whether pretended
ninisters of an usurping Power, not recognized
na lepul by either the belligerent or the neutral,
could be heid 1o be contrmband.  But it would
disappear on being subjecied to what is the true
test in all carer—namely, the spint of the law.—
Sie Williaw Seott, !-Iu-ukinp: of civil magistrates
who were arrested and detnined as cuntraband,
TIY K

1t appears 1o e on principle to Le but rea-
conatle that when it is of seflicient lwportaoce
to the enemy that such perdons shall be rent out
on the public scrvice at the pullic expensw, it
ahatl atford equal ground of torfeituie against the
veusel that may be let out for a purpose o inti-
mately connected with the hostile operations.”™

| trust that | have shown that the four jereons
who wer- taken from the Trent by Captain
Wilkes, und their despatolics, were contraband of
war. e

The second inguicy is, whether Capt. Wilkes
had a right 6. the law of nations to detnin aud
seutch the Trent?

The Trent,*though she carried toails, was a
contract or fnerchant vessel—a common Cargier
for hire. Maritime law knows only three classes
of veaxels—vexscls of war, revenue vewsels and
The Tr.nt falls within the Int-
ter clags. Whateve disputes have existed con-
cerninz the right of visitation or search in time
of peace, none, it is supposed, has existed in mod.
ern titues al'out the right of a belligerentin titue
of war to capture enotrnband in neutral and even
friend!y merclinnt vessels, and of the right of vis-
ration and search in order to determine whether
thev are teutral nod are documented a3 such ac-
cording to the law of natioss.

[ as<umne, in the present case, what, as 1 read
Briti=h suthorities, 13 regarded by Great Britain
herself as true maratime law: that the circurm-
stante that the Trent was procesding from a neu-
tru]l port to nnother neutral port doed vot modify
the riglit of the belliperent eaptor.

The third guestion is, whether Captain Wilkes
exercised the right“Dt search jo o lawtul and pro-
per manuer?

It any doubt hun; over this point, as the ca-e
was prescnted in the statement of 1t adopted by
the British Gosernment, 1 think it nust have
alrendy pasicd away before the modifications ol
that state ruent which [ have already submitted,

I procesd to the tourth inquiry, natiely: Hav:
ing tound that suspected confraband of war on
board the Trent, had Capt. Wilkes a right to cap-
ture the satic!

Such a capture is the chief, if not the only re
cognized object of the permitted siritation and
e arth  Theprinciple of the law ie, that the bel-
ligerent egposed to danper may prevent the cone
traband persone or thisgs from applying then-
selves 0r beinye applid to the Lostile uses or put-
poses designed. The Taw s go hberal in this re-
spect that when coptraband 1s found on board a
neutral sesse], not enly isthe cuntrataand forfeited
bst the vessel, which i3 the vehicle of its parsage
or transportation, beingy tainted, al=o becomes con-
traband, sod ia gubjected to captore and conbi-ca-
1ot

Only the fifth question temaine, namely:—Id
Captain Wilkew exercise the nght of capturing
the contraband in conformity with the law of na-
tivha’

It iz ju<t here that the difficulties of the enee tes
gin., What iz the manner whith the luw of nna-
tina prescnibes for disposing of the contrab.anid
when vou bave foand and seized it on board of
the beutral se-<1?7  The answer wond e easily
tound if the quetion wore what sou 2hall dowith
the contraband sessel,  You mua take or send
ot into s oonventent port, and subgect her to 4
wd o al Drese ation there qo solneradty, whi h
will try niat decpde the guestion- of belhigerenoy,
neatrality, contral Al and eapture. Sooagan,

question were:  What 1 the manner of proceed

Ve contral amd af 1t Le prog oty or thinga o mn-

But the rit =t Letr concerns the muaate of Jrro-

the votitrabamd, nor }f'l T 'I‘T'”l-ll'-.l'hd
things which worhed the furfarture ot the vesadl,
bout to contrab.and R BT 5

The books of Jaw are dumb. Yet the question
ix ae important ra it icdittiondt Fost, the bellyp-
crent captor hasa right to prevent the contratand
officer, =oldive, satlor, minpter anesgenyer Fcoh=

vice. But, on the other hand, the person captared
may be iapoceni—that is, be may pot be contra-
tand. He, therefore, has a right to a fair trial
of the accusation sgainst bim. The nentral State
that has taken himn underits flag is bound to pro-
tect him if he is not contraband, aad is therefore
entitled to be satisbed wpon that important ques-
tion. The faith of that State is pledged to his
safety, if innocent, a9 its justice is pledged to his
surrender if he is really contraband. Here are
conflicting claims, iavolving personal liberty, life,
bonor and duty, lHere are couflicting nliiunll
claims, involving welfare, safety, boacr and em-
pire. They reynire a tribunal and a trial. The
captors and the captured are equals; the peutral
and the belligerent States ave .

While the law authorities were found silent,
it was suggested nt an early day Ly this govern-
ment that you should take the captured persons
into & convenient port and {nstitute judicial pro-
ceedings there to try the coutroversy. Baut only
courts of admiralty have jarisdiction in maritime
cases, and these courts harve formulas to try only
claima to contraband chattles, but bone to try
claims (oncerning contrabacd persons. The
courts cau epteriain no proceedings and render
no judgment In favor ot or against the alleged
contraband men.

It was replied that all this is true; but you can
reach in thoae courts & decision which will have
the moral weight of a judidial one by a circuitous
proceeding.  Convey the ruspected ten, together
with the suspectd vessel, into port, and try there
the question whether the vessel s contraband.
You can prose it to be so by proving the suspect-
ed men 1o be contraband., If the men are oot
cuntrabiand the ve:sel will escape condempation,
still there is no judgement for or against the cap-
tuted persous.  But it was assuwed Lhat there

wou'ld resnlt from the determinativn of the court
conceraing the veatel a legnl certainty concerning
the character of the inen,

This course of pricvediog seernid open to many
¢hetiony. 1t elevates the incidental inferior
private interest into 1he’proper place of the mmin
patamount public one, and poseibly it may make
the forttines, the zafety, or the existence of & ba-
tion depend on the accidents < a merely personal
and pecuniary htigation.  Morvover, when the
judgment of the priz- court upoo the law fulnexs
of the capture of the sesse] ie rendered, it really
concludes uothing. angd binds peither the belliger-
ent State por the neutral upon the great gueition
of the dispo<ition 10 be made of the captured con-
trad and peisans  That question is rtill 1o he
verlly  detecmined, it at ali, by diplomatic ar-
rangement or by war,

One ar well express bie surprise when told
that the law of natione han furnithed no more rea-

| and cherished Atuerican cause, not upon British

| ment, 1 wmu

sonable, practicsl, wnd pertect mode than this of
determintng qu--utinn.- of stich grase tmport te-
tween soveres, n powers JThe regret we may ferl
ot the oceasion ig neteithelogs modified by the re-
flition that the difliculty is not altogether Anvm-
alous. Similar and equal deficiencies are found
in every xystern of municipal law, especially in
the nvetern which exix's in the greater portions of
Grent Britain aod the United States.

Mr Seward then procteds, at great and tiresome
leogth, tu exnmive all the difficulties of “he case,
more in the gtvle of a lawyver than a statesman,
and -not su “lucidly’’ as our quotation from the
Inteliigencer would indicate.  Referring to Com-
modore Wilkes, he letz him down eerily, thus:

[ trust that | have shown 10 the satisfaction of
the British Government, by a very simple and pa-
tural statement of the facts, and analysis of the
law pplicable to thews, that tits Government has
aeither meditated, tor jiactised, nor spproved
any deliberate wrong in the transaction to which
thiey have calledd ita nttention; aud, on the coptira-
rv, that what has happened bas teen ¢imply an
inadvertency, conzisting in s depurture, by the
pay il oticer, free from any wrongful motive, {rom
4 rule uncertainly  established, and probably by
the several parties concerned either impertectly
understood or entitely unknown, For this error
the British Government bas a right to expect the
same reparation that we, ns sn independent State,
should expect from Great Hritxin or froin any
other friendly nation in a similar case.

I bave pot leen unaware that, io eramining
this questivn, | biave fallen itlo wp &rguinesnt for
what seems to be the British side of it against my
own countrs. But | mm reheved from all em-
barrazsment on that ubject. | had hardly fallen
into that line of argunent, when [ discovered that
| was really detending and naintaining, notan
exilusively British interest, tut an old, hovored

authorities, but upon principles that constitute a

| large portion of the distinctive policy by which

the United Stites have developed the resources of
a continent, nud, 1hus becoming a considerable
maritime power, have won the respect and coubi-
deuce of many nativns.

In concluxion, Mr. Seward pays:

1f 1 decide this care infavor of Iy own governs-
1 Jdisavow it most cherished prim'i-
ples and reverse ari:d forever abatilon its essential
policy,  The conptry cantiol aflord the sacrifice.
If 1 msintain those priaciples and adbere to that
policy, I must surrender the cne iteelf. It will
be sevn, theretore, that thus povernment could not
deny the justice of e laim llll*ﬂ"ﬂh*ii to us 10
this respect upon its werits.  We are arked to do
to the British nation just what we have alwayrs
insirted all pations ought to do to us,

The claitn of ths British Governmeat is not
made in a discourtecus wanger.  This Govern-
ment, since ity first organization, has never used
more guarded language in A siinilar case.

In cumng to wy conclusion I have not forgot-
ten that if the sadety of thiz Union roguired  the
detention of the captured  persuns it would be the
right apd duty of this Government to detnin thetn.
Hat the eflee tunl chech aud waning proportions of
theexiatiny insurtoction, x3 well as the conipara-

tive unimportance of the wiptured persons them-

aclver, wmhen dispassionately witghed, happily
forbid we fruom resorting o that defonse.

Nor atn 1 upaware that American cilizens are
not in any rase to be untevessanly surrendered
for any purpose into the keeping of a foreiyn
State,  Ouly the rnpluml jer=und, however, OF
others who are interested in them, could ustly
raise & questicn on that ground,

Nor have [ Yeen tempted at all by suppestions
that cases might be tonnd in hicdtory whcere Great
Britain refused to v ¢ld to other nations. and even

not to the vesse] that mas car-

to Gut~ 1ves, b ke thit which 1s now before
Thie cases oceureed when Great Hritain, as
weil adthe United Statcs was the hone of prenes
rations which, with all thar peculiar interests
atd possiony, base passed awav. She conld n
no othirr wa. 8o ctecndty disavow any such in-
PV oas we thiukh ~he dees by sounntpy npow As
ber own the yround upen which ne then stood,
It would tell little tor unr own «lams to the chiat-

1.%

crAaves o ohipe s gt w hat national con=stency
and e ational coraence compel us to regatid

!
|
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Cng om it e s eadly e hit,

Puttiny bebiind me all suprpestions of this kind,
B oprefer to eapreas iy satisfaction that, ty the ad-
Jroment of the proseot ease upon princples con-
(teas diy Amenican, and vet, ne | truet, wmutually

satisfartory to both of the nationa runcerned. a
cque-tion s finally and rightly setticd between
e, which, bitetotore exhausting not only all
torme of peacetul disensaon, but also the arhitra-

rier from proceeding o his “"I"“.'“_l VOYASE and | ynent of war itself tor mote than half a ceatury
reaclitg the destiied scepme of hLig 1pjurious s~ | gjjenated the two countnies trom cach vlhier, and

l

perrlued with fears and apprehensions all other
pations. ]

The four persons in question are now held in
military custody at Fort Warren, in the State of
Massachusetts. They will Le cheerfully liberated.
Your lotdship will plesse indicate & time and
place for receiting them.

I avail myself of this occasion to offer to your
lordshiffa renewed assurance of my very high con-
sideration. Wittiax H. Sxwasp.

Cerrrepondence between the Freneh Min-
{ister amd Mr. Sceward.

[Here follows a letter from M. Thouvenal, the
French Minister of State, and the reply of Mr.
Seward. The French Minister’s letter sets forth
the facts of the arrest, points out the dangers it
involves, and urges a compliance with the demand
of the British Government. MNr. Seward replies
that before M. Thouvenal’s dispateh had been re-
ceived, our government had decided upon i
course of action, and concludes by ap expression
that the Pregident appreciates the kindly motives
of the French Guvernment. ]

LORD LYONS TO ¥R, UEWARD.
Wasamnorow, Dec. 27, 1841,
TAe lon. William . Seward, Jc., §c., &:

Sir:e—1 bave this morning received note
which you did me the honor toaddress to me yeos-
terday, in answer to Farl Ruseell’'s despmtch of
the 30th Novemteer last relative to the removal of
Mr. Mason, Mr. Slidell, Mr. Macfarland, and Mr.
Eustis from the British mail packet Trent.

1 will, without any loss of time, forwan] to
her Majesty’s Government, a copy of the impor-
tant communication which you have made tome.

I willalso without delay, do myse]f the honor
te confer with you personslly on the arrange-
ments to be made for delivering the four gentles
men to me, in order that they may be again placed
under the protection of the British flay,

]l have the honor to be, with the highest con-
eideration, sir, your miost obedient humbie aer-

vant, o Lyoxs.

FROM FORTRENS MONROE.

The steamer Adelaide, Capt. Cannon, arrived
this morning at half-past eight o'clock, but re-
ports no news of interest. A flag of truce went
down to Norfolk yesterday, but for some reason
or other did not return. There werr no arrisaly
or departures Ly sen worthy of meuntion,

A nget who came up on the hoat this
morning, infortoed us that pn parations were evi-
dently on foot stiout Old Poiut for an early for-
ward movement upon a iarpge scale. A great
many guoboats and hombh-ecows were now rendy,
nod a large unmber of ferry boats were daily ex-
pected irotn New  York. 6ur infurmant thinks
the expedition will attempt the capture of Nor-
folk, first silencing the Latteriea on Craney [sland
and Sewell’s Point, which the Federals boast will
be an ensy matter, as they say that the gurs now
tnounted on the Rip Raps and Fort Calhoun can
throw shells into Sewell’'s Point—eilence that
PPoint—then give their attention to Craney lsland,
silence the Fort there, and Notfolk will then fall
an easy prey. This expedition will be under the
command of Gen. Hurnside, who has been cob-
centrating a large force at Anpapolis aod Fortress
Mouroe for rome werks act, and which, it is
thought, will be ready for action in a very few
days.

Among the passengers by the Adelaide was Mr.
Andrew C. Elliott, whom it will be rememtered
chartered the rchoorer King Fisher, and fitted her
out al this port last Nuvember, for a voyage to
the Island of Sombrero. The vessel was then li-
belled: which Elliott says was done by a malicious
affidarit from the mercantile house of Ross W,
Wood & Son, of New York, with which house he
had been previonsly cunnectd] in guano specula-
tions, the object of the libel being to detaip the
King Fisner long enough to enable the New York
house to it out a vess+l io advance of the Kioy
Fisher. Elliott claims to own a larpe portion of
the [sland of Sombrero, and was about to pruceed
there to extablish his claim and procure acargo of
guano. The Kivg Fisher was released u few
weeks pince, and cleared apnin fromw thir port, on
lnst Saturday, for the Island of Sombrero via the
Island of Nevis, which belougs to Great Britain
and is contigunus to the Jsland of Sotwbrero. She
gailed on Saturdsy lust, with instructions from
Elliott, to wait at O!'d Poiot until be arrived he
leaving on the steamboat the following day. Upon
his arrival at Fortress Monroe he wmas conducted
to the office of the Provost Marshal and required
to tuke the vath of allegiance Wefore be could le
permitted to have an interview with Gen. Woul,
to whom he desired to apply for a pasaport, bav-
ing been informed upon the steatnbont that it was

Decessary to getn passport from Geoeral Wool be-
fore he could depart. *

Elliott had an interview with Gen. Wool, but
could ndt necorplish his object, and mas sent to
the care of Major Halliduy, in command at Fort

alioun, as w prisoner, where he was confined
until yesterday. Gen. Wool zentafter Elliott yes-
terday, and intormed him he would have to o to
Washington for a passport, and this moraing
teached heres  He wmill not apply tura passport,
being fully satizfied that he could notJenve pass-
port or no pas-porty tut will order the Kipy
Firhier to sail to-morrow for her destination. The
curgo of the vessel was searched, and tound all
right in every luulit'ulur.

This i3 a hard caze, as Eiliott has every dollar
he i3 worth invested in this enterprize; and atfter
Leing put to much trouble, will not be abletoave
the buginess his personal supervision.

FROM THE SOUTH.

A despatch dated Nashville, December 25, 2av3
that General Crittenden  wiath 12 600 men, was
within furty “miles of Hopkinaville, aud would
advance upon that piace at three pointa.  South-
ern Righiscitizens there are sending their fami-
hes and stocks to the South.

The banking house of the branch of the North-
Rank of Kentuchy at Ginsgow, was taken pos-
seagion of by the (onfederates on the 2ith ipst,
Onlv 2300 in Kentucks bills was tound io tue
hank.

John (3. Darvis, a member of the Federal Con-
gress, from the Seventh frietrict of ludiana, has
arrived at Hopkineville on his way to Richmond,
for what purjose iz oot stated,

A force of not le=s than v 000 men, the advance
of Gen. Buell's army, has croaaed Gireen River,
and is within five wiles of Gen. Hindioan's ad-
vance.  Ureat preparations have been made for
Jefenze at Bowling Green, and show that & ter.
ntle conflict s impendiugs.

FROM NLEW YORK.

The New York correspondent of the Philadel-
phia Lefger, writing under date of the 27th,
has the toliowning interesuing itermre of 1atedligence:

General Scott knows how 10 kerpr n secret; that
‘e to suv, il he hivnsecret to keep. The news.
paper reporters, with characteristic per=istency.
hinte taen Inpii-gin;: the old hero ever since he
tanded trom the Arago last eveminy, with a virw

of extorting from hitm an inkling of the character i

of the pussion, with which 1t 14 populaely believed
he s charpged by the Fren h Gossernment.  bBut
all in vain. The (oeneral resolutely refusra to te
“]num[w'tl." He recrivea his multitudinous 1isite
era with the utmosd [H}]lt*l‘.t“‘f, Lut the mast he
can be persuaded to say—on the m_:iin GLUESTLO N ——
is, that, up to this une, (Friday night,) Mr. Sews
ard has received no other despatch frow hin than
the simple annuuncen nt thaut be is back 1in New
York.

The Uollector of the Port, this morning, made
public a circular from the Treasury Departinent,
at Wasliington, nnnouncing that the act of Cun-

o e ————

gress, ibcreasing the dnties on tem, coffee, sugar
and molagses, went into effect on Cbristmas day,
and it applics to all goods of the abote churacter,
in warchowse as well cs current importations. This
latter clause occasions® much dissatisfaction
among the merctbants who look gpon it as ab in-
terpretation which Covgress never intended should
be given to it.

The United States District Attorney bas bad
a libel filed against the British prize ship Che-
shire. The “‘moniticn’ is made returnable Jao-
oary Tth.

Correns & Co.'s kerosene 0il factory, at New-
town, Long Island, was Ladly damaged by fire,
the result of an explosion, this morning. Loss
atout £2,500.

The oil cloth establishment of Wm. A. Tooker,
43 Jay street, was also destroyed by fire this
morping. Loes $£10,000. Mr. Tooker was filling
s government .ontract for & large supply of oil
covers, etc., for cavalry horses.

Hatriet Martineau writea from London hg the
Arago to say, ‘I the seizure of Slidell and Ma-
son was planned or known at Washington, there
is DO hure of peace but in immediate retraction
and spology from Washington. Even then, vo
power on enrth can restore the stateof things that
existed before.”

At the Brooklyn Nary Yard, the work oo ves-
sels intended for active service ts pushed with vo-
remitting activity, The gunboat R. B. Forbes is
on the large dry dock, for the purpuse of being
recaulked and baving ber machinery repaired.
The steam gunboat Norwich, which was to gointo
comnission to-day, will not be ready to receive
her crew until Monday. The Wes'ern World,
which was to be ready to-moarrow, cannot be com-

leted until next week. She has three guns on
ward, and the carpenters are -now at work cut-
ting two more ports. The gunboats OUctorars
and Odelda are progressing finely, and wiil be
shortly ready for their machinery. The gunhoat
Potomeka is at the Battery, waiting for her pow-
der. The Connecticut is at snchor at the Buoy,
apd latorers are at work coafling ber; rhe will be
ready for sea by Tuesday or We llnf'ldl{.

We continue to hear ocensionally of ‘‘another
privateer.’”’  Capt. Payson, of scbor. Carlisle, at
this port today from Aux Cays, reports the ar-
rival there of schor. ¢)live Branch, which bhad
heen chased by a suspicious siil.  The Olive
Branch beinbg & superior sailor, however, eacajed
trom the Confederate’s clutches.

The money market is without quotable change.
The demand, if anythiog, is ruther more urgent,
in consequencr of the general settling up of ec-
counts towards the end of the yenr. On call the
standard rate it 7 per cent. The movementio
paper is limitrd. The banks to-day reeponded to
the call of Mr. Chase, for additional 3,500,000,
and in s0 doing, used but 600,000 of demand
and over-due Treasury Notes.

ln foreign exchange for to morrow’s packet,
there is but little movement. The rates, hower-
er, are firm at 1101al1} for baoks and bankers,
and 109}1110} for commercial signatures. Paris
nf. 15a5f. 10: Hamburg 36}a357; Bremea i8a80;
Amsterdam 413242,

The stock market, on the whole, was rather
dull to-day. Uperators are kept in suspense by
the uncertainty which hangs over our relations
with Ergland. A miscellaneous assortwent of
State and Rallroad bonds were sold—in all about
220, 000—of which, but £5,000 were Federal des-

scriptions. There were no symptoms ol a specu-
lative feeling visible,

Exctitemaent in the Stock Market.

New Yok, Dec. 27.—There was quite an ex-
citement in the stock market this afternoog, with
an advance In price, which is attributed to the
impressivn that a suspenticn of citensive pay-
ments in specie by the Bunks will precede the
next large treasury nepotiation

—r—w - e - —rmlir—ar—

Forn te MexmiMac.—A large detachment of
matrines passed through our city yesterday motn-
ingg. They were from Fensacola, and enroute
for Nortolk, where they will thip on the Coufed-
erate steamer Merrimac.— Awguata CAronicle.
il 0~

Prisciral FEtrorgay Chtrcues.—The Roman
Adrertiser, in an article conipiled to show the im-
possibility of Nt. Peter’'s at Rome Leing over-
crowded, gives rome curious statistics of the com-
parative capacity cf the most celebrated churches
in Eutope. We add a cobimn, exhibtiting the
nutiter of square varde:—*"These who attended
at Nt. Peter's duting the aupust ceremonies of
Christmays day might have imaygine] that temyle,
in all parts open to the publie dunog the tunc-
tiun, as much crowdel a3 possitle.  To show the
impossibility of St 'eter’s beinye overcromded,
we annex the following statistics of i's capal.ili-
ties. ns compared with other preat churdchies al-
lowirg four persuns to every quadrate meler
(square yard):

—

PERSONN, Wy, Y ARDN,
Sy, Peter e T RELY 3174wy
Milan Cathedral SPRLEL W L)
wit. Jraul's, at Rome.......... Cevmannan. f M EL]
st. Paul'«, at Loudon, 0, 41H)
Qt, Petronio, Bolornas oo 6 1100
Florence Cathiedral oo ineaiennn ol A1)
Autwerp Cathicdral oo 0 el LR
wp, Saphiate, Constantinople 2o 0dd 5 o)
wit., John Latiran.. ... . e 2 20000)
Notre Dame, at Pavis ... ..., i LAY
PPisa Cathedral L. e ermtae it | NLEY
Nt “tiphen’eggt Vienna. ... 12400
wit, Domipie’s, at Boloernaa.., .. AT
wt, Petoer's, at Bolornaa ..., 11. {00
Cathedral of Sienna. . oiiiinn. .. 11.tm
mt. Mark™s, Venice FRLET
The pinzza of St PPeter s, mno1t= widost Lituits,
alloning twelve peraona to the quedrate meter
(square yand,) holds €2 coos allowiny toar 10
*he tame, dravn up in anihitars wrrady, Sl Ane
In its narrower limits, not compnsny the porti-
coes or the Piazza Hustictoe, 47600 crowled,
and 145000 1u wnhitary arra)
meter.””
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HUGH SISSON,

| STEAM MARBLE WORKS,

Cor. North and Mowonend Sts,,

BALTIMORE,

Monuments, Grave Stones, Mantlce,

Table Tops, Tiles for Floors,

Garden Statuary, &c.

Foreigr and Ihmrestic MARKKLK farrosbet the irate a! 0w

ralrs -t

SAMUEL S. MILLS,
BOOK AND

JOB PRINTING

ESTABLISHMENT,

No. 122 BALTIMORE STRERT,

(YA from North Rireey, U p mtdra )
BALTINOREK,

gF Vrery temripticn I JOH PRINTING rge e d
ablaterms. neatacd expedid us.




