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THE NEWS.

The morning papers contaio the scuunt of con-
ict near Drainsville, on the road to Leeiburg, 10
which it is stated that u Federal Lrigade under
Gen. Ord, with a batury of arullery, detcated 8
Copfederate force amyuntiog tv four regients,
The Confederate loes is stated with grrat exact-
tude at 57 killed and 22 wounded, but it is im-
possille fur the victorious armpy which left the
battle field and retreated twenty miles to lang-
leys to state their own loss more accurately than
to surwise that it amounted to abowt 25 in killed
end wounded. We must confess that we receive
reports of this sort with many grains of allowance.

From Missouri, the acconuts are favorable to
the Federals, if the despatches are to le credited.
it appenrs that Gen. Pope has arrested 1n (ranstfu
certain supplies of clothing, &c., and reinforce
ments of men who were proceeding from North
Miwsouti to Gen. Price’s camp at Oscevla. The
{atest Federnl despatches say:

All the information from the West and North
is 10 the ¢ffect that no efforts have been spared to
pend Gen I’rice ample supplies of clotbing for his
army during the winter,  All, or neatly all, of
this has fallen, or will fall, into our bands. Near-
Iv 200 hearily laden waguns are already in our
potsession, together with large guantities of am-
munition and arma, 1,000 horses, tents, camp
equipage, &c., and between 1,800 and 2,000 re-
cruits have been tuken prisuners.

It seerna to us eurprisiog that Gen. Price could
be in the expectation of relief from a quarter of
the State fully in posseasion of the Felerals. The
deepatch continues:

It is thought by many that Price will cross the
Oairpre to nsast his Generals, Steio and Slack, who
ate now in the river counties with 4,000 or 5 004
men, to e-cort recruits and eupplied to their main

catp ut Usceola. 1t he dueg he wmill be compelled
to stand n pereral engagemnent,

Ax a epecimen of the style in which the war s
waped in this age of civilization, we annex the
followiog dapatch from Leavenworth:

Leasxxworti, Dec. 20.—The Consercative, of
thie city, bas ndvices trow Mound City, dated the
15th inst., stating that a portion of the 34 reg-
ment, under commaod of Major Williaing, toade a
dash into Missouri un the 12th, and burned the
cillages of Papinavile and Dutler.  The latter was
the county seat of Bates county, The troops re-
turned with a large puwlber of Union refujees,
stock, Ac. They Lad but two wen killed at But-
ler.

Gen. Price was at Usceola st the time, and waa
threatening that he intended to attack Sedulia,

From the Cpper Potomac we have no further

 Srom the L;;i;ﬂ!r Democrat.
THE SLAVE QUESTION--A DBDORDER
STATE VIEW.

o the prescnt crisis, wlien arwy oceapies any
portion ol territory, and in which there are slaves,
and the r.uves are deserted by their masters, the
quention will srise a8 to what must be dope jth
them. So tong as the puthorities of the Stute r~
main, the question is simple. The slaves ean te
arized and held as fugitives, to Le returned to
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their masters. But another - quention stitl comes |

up. Whben the «ivil nutborities desert the State,
nu officer remaitiog to execule the lawg what
then is tu becvome of thern? The Stiate laws are
practical’y null. There remaious no civil law
whatever over them, for -we sippose it will not
Le cuntended that the General Guvernment has
any right to interfere with the domestic 1nsgtity-
tions of the Ntate,

This would le 8o tiagrant an iustance of urury-
ed power, such a direet intertetence with the re-
served rights of the State, thiat no one baving any
regard for the Constitution would hear of it with-
ont rvvoltiny from the position. The case is thus
clearly set lwture us: The Ntate authority .9
gone through the dereliction of 113 officers; the
United States Cornstitulion grants oo power to
Congress to ioterfere with the domestic instito-
tions of a State, and the slaves all thus become
practieally free.  What iz to be done with thew?
Ought they be permitted to ruve through the
country, forbidden to be empleyved by the army,
or ought the army to hare power 1o seize and el
them? It certninly is a difficult yuestion.  If the
army may not employ them, wud they are com-
pelled to find & living where they can, devastation
and outrage will to'low,

[ the abeenie of any lepal power, or any mu-
nicipal law of the State, It appears to us that the
only thing that can te done 1 10 follew  the ex-
ample of the moguthern Contederscy. Employ
thetn; set them to work at huilding trenchey,
erecting hutteries; keep them under military dis-
cipline, thus stopping at once »ll the horrors that
will follow turning them loose npon the country,
and providing for them in a nanne” calculated
to be beneficial to the country,  After the mar iz
over these slaves resywe their original ktatus, and
are subjct to arreat na fugitives nnd reclamation,
upon proof by their masters, We think thin bet-
ter, tecanuse it can hardly twe argaed that the arma
has » rip ht 1o gell them withour proat that their
ownere were dialaval. It wen!d be too muclelibe
ruhl-er}'.

If, howerer, the owners shall be fonnd dieloval
and upon suthoient proof tefore nn eatalilizhied
court, we do not douht that they <hould be con.
fiscated as contratand of war. Thequeation whe.
ther the United States could hold themn us proper-
ty or not, is for the courts to devide.  1tevrtainly
was not contemplated g the formation of the
Coaetitution, that the Genernd Government should
hold such property, of any property, escept such
AN i3 neceseary to catry ou the machinery of the
Government—such aa land for its forta, shapm for
ite cotmmeree, horseg and munition< ol war for its
srmy, and the like.  ltuppearsto usthat it conld
not.  Still that je a quesiion tor hereafter. The
immediate question of what 1 to be done with
them in the casestated e the presaing one, and the
decision which geens treest from Constitytional
Uiljri'ﬁll[l:i in n8 we have aaid=—!or them to e em-
plosed by the wrmy, the only anthority existing
in the particular distnict with power to control

alvicea. Something may rench us however be -l thetn .

fure we g0 1o press.
From Washington we are stil]l without a word

of reliable intelligence as to the result of the dip- \

lomatic currespondence on the Masoa and Slidell
affair. A letter from Washington of yexterday’s

date assures us most pusitively that the Gorvern-
ment will not consnt 1o the surrender of Messrs.

Mason and Sludel]l, which a morning Juuruul waserts
is the deisand, pure et simple, of Eugland.—
The Governinent heeps its counsels very strictly,
and of course the Hritiabh legation s equnlly reti-
cent.  Thesailing of the British grunbout Landraid
to Bermuda, where Adiniral Milne is with the
Biritishh tleet, has given rise to a elatement that
she a3 been despatched upon an errand lookiog
to the backing up of the demands of the British
Minister,

The correspondent of the Philadelphia Ledjer
sats that wnother report i, that Lord Lyons has
recerved information that Eugland s fitting out a
large tleet dentined for the Southern coast.

The correspundents of the New York Presa differ
mo-t matenially in their statetment, and assure us
that they know nothiug about what they write.
The unnoutcetnent of the trye facts will protally
te made suddenly, and will disappoiot aud put

tu shiauie nuiserous of the prophets.
alirwiu-ige—

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.

Our adrettising columns are well hlled to-day
with notices indicating where choice goads, of va-
ricus hinds, mayv be cbtained on favorable teqns,
They tefer to tood tur the wind aud raiment and
adorumwent for the body,

Mr. Jous Muxrnr, ane of our longe:t eatablished
Booh House -, offers & hive assortinent in s line,
and thosre dt-'nrmg towake presents, cannpot b else-
wlicre better !Hil[rl:ﬂl.

G, W, Wake, Jeweler, corner of lLight and
Hlltunnr*'atr--rtn, 18 ]lrt'[rllrd to farni:h customers
from Lis e stensive assortinent.

Meorrs, Cantiztr & Heoo, corner of Chagles and
Baltuwore streets, an old and reliable house, oHer
everything in the nway of Watchoes, Jewelry, Mili-
tary G Wds, X

T J. Brown, Jeweller, Baltummore street,
near Holhidav, ofloge a stock of goods well morthy
of exatnnation, as it is his rule to sell cheay.

Moswra, Ravty, Hettan & Pixr, Baltituore street,
Lear Calvert, offer books, albuins, &¢., suitable to
the ~ca-on,

Misare, King & Soss, Baltimore streect, near (Tal-
voert, hasve a large rtock of eilver ware, plate, &c.,
Imany uf tht* AN LT “f whirl, ATy nf the ILsvemf
biautitul ciaracter,

J.H. Haw, No. 2i8 Wezt Ealtithore atreet, hae
on hand & capatal stock of watches, chain-, locks ts,

-
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LI ST
Mocors, Woorn & Fuirertos present a splendid
st ch ot dry poads of late ymportation. Thev can
Le tourd an Balturore streety, opposite Holliday,
W shall continue our list oo Mondar,
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IHank Treapon.

Tle New Yora Lipress of last evenming, reter-
tir 1o the ariext ol Hou. G W, Jounes, savs

' rhillal‘
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BELLIGERENT.
The New York Jrurnal of Cummerce, heretofore
A sbeet very strongly in tavor of peace, thus speake
of tle result of a foreign war., Such utllerances
ure not calrulated to calm the prevailing excite-
tent:

If the Britieh people imagine that we are to be
tnaily overcowe, and that ournary is 1o be “‘swept
frowm the sens’’ ax some of them loudly threaten,
thev are surely hasty in thair conclusions. We
Liave many times heretofore counted our ability
tu contend with them, and to-day it 13 po lexs
than ever. [f they insiat on war, we are ready,
an  the supremcy of the sesd will tre decided in
a very briet time.  We should suffer awfully. —
They would rutfer tentold as much. The nation
that is the weakest in war s the uation that
must extended in commerce asd 1o posscasions,
w hiose vulnerable points are most multiplied.

War between Enpland and Amerten would not
te carried on in either one or the other conntry,
but wheretser the tide ebls und tlows, and wherev-
er the Hay of St George now tlonts orver cities or
The very trinls we bave undergone for
some mouths past have given to HBntish com-
meree such advantapes that our own has Leen
drawn in, our tnetchiant navy has scught home
cinployinent, trom vur own governtent, We have
uever depended on our national navy for a war
with England, in noy of our enleulntiony hereto-
fore, when the war cloud Jlonered, DButin ninety
davse after war wans declared, we would have
thonsatd private armad vessels in the Indian, the
Atlantic and the Pacific ocvans, and the suprema-

cy of the rens would be metiled h_f the !“’n‘laing of |

all commerce, of both pations, from the oveans.,
That England, under present  circumstanees,
would pufler tenfold as much as we, nevds no ur-
gutnent to phrove,

But we have a rebeltion at home to cope with
It is true utid we have an army of »ix hundred
aud Aty thonsand sen te doit. We will count
thetnn out, and New York and New Eugland uwlone
will riise anentes to rex-tst Hritizh igvasion that
will desour the Liosta of Englaud as fast as they
could be poured into thecountry.  Thistsno idle
Loast, We JdJounotl invite the nar. We do not
watt it. It would impoverish thousands of our
pe-ople. desolate our homes, and destroy our pros-
perily for 4 balf century,  But it 1t must be, trom
the bellige-ent spint of England, it w2 proper that
the Euplish pation rhould know that we are so
powertul to-day, that at ahe strikes we (an take
her by the throat and drag her down with ue, in
stichi m tatl ax will abiake the world,

FOIRAY T1PON TIHLHE REPORTIEIILS.

Gien. Shertan, at Port Roval, has had enonph

o! the Iving correxpondenta of the New York pa-
pers who infest his camp apd guarters, and hae
3uummnlj i:ift'll thiern all thierr H:tlkiﬂj.: [radfm IS,

—
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ARIREST OF EA-MINISMTER GRHORGE W,
JONES, OV THE CHARGE OF THEAM)Y.,

Soveral davs since, the Hon, George W Jonea,
}';l":""! nator trom In“ﬂ. nipd [ate “ Lt=teT 10 H“Lr”.
ta, rreturr e to thus conntey, alter n jone nbirence.
He immediately proasded o Wastangton, and
i} his pespedts to The Sevretary of mtate, at the
watl - e, 10 18 pantd, L S & ST Lis tepret at the
troubles of the coutitry, nrod hos Lope that the pe-
bellion would soon b oserponercd,
ot ‘i.u owat Ji-tovered, that e inj.: Ihe ¢ Toe- ol
hiiw claim over the stnonnt eredited to b, Vs

An error
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the traln arrived. and Mr. Farley saw his man
getting off  Approaching him, bhe informed him
that he mas a prisoner.  Nr. Jonesexpressed sur-
prise at this une1jected interruption, and thought
there must be some wistake, but the officer as-
sured him there was not.  Mr. Jouoes' lagguge
was then secund, ard he was taken to the police
headquarters in a carriage.

Mr. Jones said that he thought it was very
strange that after his full and tree conmupiration
with the State Department, Mr. Seward should
order his arrest. [0 neither word or deed had he
been gulity of disloyalty, and he could account
for his arrest ouly 02 the supposition that a for-
cigner, who bLears him some enwity, had made
false charges against him.

At about ten o'cluck yesterday morping, the
prisoner was tnken to Fort Lafayette. His bag-
gaie was detained at the police headquarters.

The PProvost Marshall of Washington had aleo
gone on in the train, and hastened to the Central
office to obtuin the atrest of the ex-Minister. e
insisted that Mr. Jones waa at one of the hotels,
and asked for an officer. He was apreeably sue-

prised to Jearn that Mr. Joges was alrendy in cus-
tody.

—— -
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Things in FPerls.

The Paris correspondent of New York Erprees
ia n late letter saya:

The Emperer has juet come in from Compeigne
to ho'd a :pecial Cabinet Council upon what is
callevd the Amerienn outrage perpetrated by the
Sanu Jacinto on the French vessel— Iules ot Murie.
The rumor afloat is that France will net with Kog-
land—fight the North-—and rec gnize the South.
The North Amernicans here are hoastiog of their
ability to “*wlip all creation;”” while the South-
erners are rejoicing oser the prospect of speedy
recopnition—and peuce,

Gen. Wainfield Scott hold: receptions at The
Westmminster Hitel,' and denies the report that
Commodore Wilkew acted under the ppecial in-
struction of the Government, Julye Hoit haa
cone to Loodon, where all the Southern Commis-
Vioners are in segeion en permanence,  Mra, Rlidell
and fawily, and Mrs Eustis, ure comfortably pit-
‘uattd at The Queen’s Hute!” Thiy brought
along all the important dexpatehes, aed most ime
portant of all. Mi. Slidell’s Ietter of unlimited
ereddit. M. Fuais” trunk ase lofl bebiinad, con-
taining atumt a hundred private Bgters tor South-
ernere in Europe, who are pining 1o bear lrom
home

USPORTUNATE TERMINATION F & NUTMEA Sprce-
LATIoN —Senntor Simmons, of Rhnde Ixtand, is
aaid tn have tent domn a enrgo of nation« whis-
kev, kc., totake ndvantage ot the new opening for
tende made by our pchieven ente at Hntterse Inlet
He protmbls had an ides that the Goval poprila.
tion would take sdvnpteze of the presence of his
vessel, the schoouer Chonta 7 and replenich
their exhainzted tores The wh ki'_‘!" i![l-"'iﬂ.”}',
wns Do deabt, expected 1o po off wath tapnd cate,
and gond |-rnﬁl; Lt the mi'i'l.-ﬂ}' AuthorMies wta -
tioned there dil net view the <utjet in this light,
prenouncing the sessel’s papers Svery arr gilar’’
and peizing the corpo and 1w vjrz ta
wnt to New Yok, The crew, aud others who
were on board, are quite indiznent at] think
thiir case n hurd oue,

'_ .

=ovtn Canctixa, -1t 13 Jrat a venr agn veater-
dav
wns paswed, and Sourh Carolina declared the Na-
tional Union fortver dissolyed. The dday into be
commemorated in that Ntate, aud probubly in
other parts of the South, and it is hopesd to make
the 20th of Decemnber in the new f{epublic wihnt
the 4th of July has been in the old Repubtlic—In-
depeadence Day.

- o —

FAT Calitornin editors apprebiend consideratle
difficulty in wmorking the telegraph to the Eastern
Ntates in the winther menths One paper saye;
““Thus far, the storme in the mountains have peri-
ously tetarded cormmunication with the Fazt—
w hether owinyg to the chill nand deasity of the at-
mosphere or the insulation of the wiresn ire, we
are uot informed.”

8 The Boston Troteller is 1nformed  that
Gen. Phelpa, {whose prodamation issued from
ship Isiand has evoked such geueral expressions
of di!nppruhaliun irota the NeW-piajer plessd ) L

since the fiist State thrdipate 0 Neveanion

in former years been subject to eccasional tits of

insanity.
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CiITY ITEMS

Religious. —The Baltiwore Preshytery met in
the Central Church. snd ordained to the gospel
miniatry Jovuathan Cross, & licentiate under caze
for the past three yvears. Hevo J H. Potter e
sided wnd offered prayer.  The ordimation sertnon
was preachied by Res. Cyrus Huutington, of Elli-
cott’s Miils, from the 1at chapter of Paul's Epistle
to the Corinthlans, and  18th verse—"Fur the
preaching of the Cross is w0 them that perish,
fuolishnens,’” &c.

The Hev. Dr. Kay, a Methodist Eplzcopal min-
jater of considernble eminence in Loudon, bEng-
land, hias been visiting his Christian brethrenan
Baltituore tor the last week, and has e3pericnced
a cordial reception, Qo last Suuday he proached
to crowded conpregationz, and lo-thorrew morn
ing will officiate in St Jobhn’s ludependent Medio-
Jist P'rotestant Church, Liberty »tract,

The Rizht Bev, WO RO Whittingham, Bishup
of the Diocese of Maryland, hins visitedd the Chureh
of the Holy [nuocents, Madison Square, Rev. Mr,
Fugitt, Rector, and ndministered the nite of con-
hrimation to 3iXteen persond,

The folluwiny tipures emt race a brief summary
of Catholicity in the United Statex tor the present
year: -

Number of provinces, T number of dicceses,
43; number of churchea 2515 number ot chajuls
and stationa, 1,274, numtber of priestz. 2,315
e lesiastical in-titutions, T clencal students,
1 wiale relipicua institutions, Jou, fernde e
ligious aostitutions, 133 Catholic population,
1,743,000 |t shiould be stated, however, that so
fur as the returns of the populationare concerned,
sitteen diocesses failed to report, There are adso
tod L1tertary tstitutions tor snuns e n, 212 teinais
acadetnien, 304 male parochud or tree schiosls,

|
!
i
[

27,000 aggregate of pupals, 227 fomale parochsal
ot freeschon’s, ayproesate number of pupils 204 651,
hospitals, 2% vrphan asylnuma ol outer of
osphaos, 6 =03 wnd Teo tene vol n.oand chartiat le
tnstitutions ih bt taelve gioresaas 10 s long
beett m domite to have all the Qoo e x es repratt thert
stattalios 1n detall, wrnd the Hahpx hisve taore

than once ditrdcted atlention to the mater, butat

hoad been disre - severa! o 1he provines,
In the vear 1= there were ta” th e (1 ViLees
27 iseessen o vicariates, pow, L tim
priceta, 1 o3 ehurches D05 stathiend andg boapeds

- b '-*ntp

Cand 2 ecdlesiatrenl tnstfutions

“' f'r.jflru‘ur”,u f."-.jrr‘l"_r-a—vt-i AT '!ll:-lf"l-"‘l to
tearn that throaeh L Cenievadennd ot arts 0l the

|
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tollowtty pentloen of the tweltth o woed— Ve wara,

evening a gala programme ls offerred, Miss Wes-
tern petforming het celebrated role of I!nndmmr
Jack, in the exciting drama of Jael Sheppard:
followed by @ par suel ezecuted by the beuutiful
Misa Olivia, and to conclude with the pautical
drama of Black Eyed Susso—MNiss Lucille as Su-
san, and Mr. Tilton as William, which is & may-
pet that mnust attract a large audience.

Another Federal Arvest. ==Previous to the de
parture of the steamer Geovrge Weemns, this moro-
ing, for the usual landiogs oo the Patuxent niver,
a posse of Federal police overhauled the pateen-

as is the custom on each trip, and arrested
William T. Wilson, a passenger, nnd another
party said to be Wilson's accomplice. Upoo
searching Wilson reveral parcels of quinine were
found secreted on his person, together with a Iaryre
size navy revolver. The two partien were detain-
ed for a Turther heating and the balance of fhe
passengers allowed to proceed or the bont.

Charged with Theft —Justice Growl] thia morn-
ing cotnwitted to mil a young tan nated James
Bro «n (of very respuctable parvatage}, upon the
charge of having stolen & quantity of chiccolate
and cocoa from the piore ot Mr, Thos. V. Brun-
dige, Nn 80 Sonth street Mr. Brundige has late-
|y missed » quantity of goods from his store. and
now attribute the loss to the abuvexoune,  There
wwems to be nu dJoubt of sounyg Brown’s guilt, a»
he wan discnvered in the net of removing the goods
f:on the store.

Nore Rrleares from Durance Vile.—Richard T.
Hardeaty, residing in Anoe Arundel county M.,
was vesterday released from Fort McHears, by
order of Gen. Diz—the charge wpon which he
wae arrested not being sustained.,  Mr. Hurdesty
has heen coufined since 27th November last

P Nave 20 Per Ursr

If vou want to purchase s fine ¢ ninnlie Bible
a I'raver Bock, or any [Pevational Rrok for the
Holiduve, ¢all at Mrarsy & Co & [y Strerer
Booksiore, 182 Baltiniotre at,, where younill fird
an extenase and choice collection. in every va-
riety of eleynnt, superh and plain Biondings which
thri' are now retaitinge at » holesale prices . T

N

SALES AT THE BALTIMORYE STOCK BUARI
Trewwear, [lecember 21, 1561,
£1,000 B. & O. B, K. bonda, 02 .
1500 N, C.RR bonde, ™o £l

Prices snd Sales oo Sfocks In Bews VYork.
ey Tettomarm T FROWMANRE ) YoAh WPy ATin & AP k11T Pk
ar®R. N T2 aevrrw oy

Fir<t Board, DVecemher

Virginia &'« 47 eales N Carcline f7s 85

Min-ouri 6'e.....39 4o Hesdine . a1

Canton (e, ..., . 9% Ao Mich.South HR,

Frie Uailroad.. 27 do Mieh. No. Ginar, - b [}

Frie Prold.....o— dno Tennerrenrbonde 42 1.

. ). Central. . 37% 40 Treasury Note 903 odn
Market firm.
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" s=FAMILIER OR SINGLE PERSONS DE
L siroud of Large and Pleavant Roome, either
Fl‘.l.l"l]ilh"d nr l*nfurni*hrd. cran b If‘(‘nlllﬂ‘!“"'lh'd
at N, 20 NORTHCHARLESSTRELT.
TWO LALRGE Communicating Hoeome vacant—
vither futnished or anfurnishad.
Transient and Table Boarders reeervnd.

AT6 tf

TIATRG ATINS
FOR THE HOLLIDAYS !

WROTH & FULLERTON,

Are now offering GREAT BARGAINS in

French, Irish & Scotch Embroideries,

h1cH DRFSS BILKS ;
A LARBGE ASSORTMENT OF

DRESS GOODS,
MOURNING GOODS,
'LOARS. SHAWLS,
HOUSERNKEEPING GOONDS
DOMESTICS &e¢. &c.
80 & N1 Baltimore Street.

—— e - — —

dec 21-1w B
CHIIIETHAH PRESENTS.

“*When the waters of the mind beecome troubled
in sofrows aweehing tempest, let a man sit down
and amoke a good Cigar or aclean Pipe, and a lote.
Iv calmness will spread itself aver the soul, like the
golden huer of evening over a sleeping lake.”

. lh"“, J k.
An ¢l

MEERSCHAUM

BREUYERE,
RI'TBBER
and WOOLH PH'EN.
All the popular brands of
JAVANA CIGANRS,

ALRo,

SURUYERE PIPE sMORKING TOBACCO,”
a new article—in handsome cases, and oftine flavor,

For «ale by I.LA HALANA,
d2u 210 Baltimnore-<st,, N. L. cor. Charles,

N'EW STYLES
\

WEDDING AND YIBITINO CARI'S
(resta and faitials Sl"rrm;-r-f an aolare,

J. M. ANDERSON 4 SO,
14« Baltinere street,

$1.50
SmEIIEC I,
BENST.
. 81.50
SHIRTS.

Collars $2.00 per doz.
No. 214 Baltimore street,

4\'!'.{, Ifnnr fo 'f--ll'fhlﬂ‘!_

spant ascortment of
Frres,
asd SHYOKNFERSN,

dlre

e — - -

M. A. DAIGER,
CHAIR AND SOFA

MANUCFACTURER,
AN
Undertaker of Funerals,

v BROADWAY, .=, vvr 1 ¢
Huw 1% (LN
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