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THURSDAY AFTERNOUN, Dzc. 19.

TIHE NEWS,

We Liave exciting repotts to-day, which we d
not vouch for, of a hattle yesterday near Centre-
ville, in which the Federals wete severely repuls-
«d. We alao have statemenls ot an advance of
the Confedersies on the line of the Potomac, and

s determinativn op their part W cros3 iuto Mary-
resolution paseed by the
ing for an immediate ef-

fort on the part of the army to recover Maryland
10 the Soath. We hive 0o meand of nscertainiog
Lhow irue these statements are, and give them as

we hiave heard them,

Capt. Seymour, the Quﬂn'l me:<enget 10 the
Britisls Minnster, s 4] through here yesterday
witernoon afad reached Washington le-t evening.
[t ic e re than propal.de that tbe cotrespondence
,ord Lyons and Mr. Seward was opened
tdav, and, as the genegal itDpiression seems to
pn-l‘n‘i] that it will Le esveedingly brief, we ma)
Lope to hnow the result to-morrow morning . —
We think the following paragraphs from the
Loniden Flost, the organ of l.ord Patmernion, will
exjlun the nature of the English demands. That
journal rays, reierring 1o the Cabinet counal :

We Late uo hesitation in axserting that dis-
putrhw will e nton e forwarded to Lord l.}'nns.
inetrue it him to claim the pertous of the gentle-
en *iaeu trom under the protection of the Log-
li-h H4g. topether with an adequate apology for
the cutrage cothmitted by the Capilain of the San
Jaciato. It thee demands are not at once vomn-
pited with, Lord Lyons will brenk off Jdiplomatic
recntions with thie ¢ ubinet of Washington, and re-
turn to tlne counldry.

1 he Uine his now  pussed away for legal argu-
mentation, whie I hau e exthausted h}' the sulr-
tiety of the presses, and whi h for practical pur-
poses has leen broupbt to 4 close by the unanis
mous opinion of the law oficers of the Crown.
That we hat suflered n pross nativnal nffront 1n
the manner i which the net of Capt, Wilkes nas
arjerrntol, was patent even before the piratical
nature of the uct had leen legally citablished; and
ot wowld, apart fromafls Wieygrlity, Aaee beentnrosn-
petin’de wth the mamtenance of the triendly relu-
trony sweharh Lotere vxnated wih the Federal {rovern-
pent of _Lmerscs,

-

tetween [

v ulation as 1o what this Government will
do 14 uttorly useless, for the event must be hnown
in a very short tumne,

The news from Kentucky preparcs us to expect
The two
ariuies are in close prozimity, and s smart affair
has slready taken pla e at Munfordsville, a point
on the Louissille and Nashiville Railroas, about
41 miles north uf Hunliuu (arren.

a Jdenperate lhttle &t any moment.

We discredit
su 1nprotiable a statemnent that 350 lordisnians re-
pulsa-i 3,000 Texanus at that place, but there was
evidently a sharp encounter of outposts, in which
Lot spdes suflered considerably, aud which 1
doubit'ees but the preude to A wore me Tid,0n #T1=

i¥

oa einent,

The utlair in Western Vitginia scems to have
bevts a disastrous Federal repulse, it we tmay believe
the Richmoud pajers, and #o far from (seneral
Reviolds baving *hisfront clear of an enewy,”’
ag asserted in the Federal telegrams, we are told
that hix postion at Cheat Mouptain is about to
be nesailed by the victorious Coufederates.

For the latest news and copious foreign extracta
we rler oup readers to our news columns.
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WHAT 18 T0 BE DONE!

Thix question, propoundad by the New Yok
Faipreas with relerance to our fureign relations,
wust, of course, be suswered in Washingtou by
the Adonnistrativn; but the suggestions of the
jourtials o New York wre pot without their value

as indating  the lune ol pubilic sentinent. —
Navs the Ligrers:

I e foreign (BEnylish) news—howerser we may
disvuise 1t 18 alatming, vety.
shul wur cves 1o the fact, that if the Britishh Gron-
ecrament hasy demanded from ua the esurrender
ol Moenars, Mil:-illu uud Ehdl*", with the Ltl'lh'l'
to the British Mipister to a2k for his Passport, 1o
case they ate pot given up—the pansjort will be
pivet. What adds to the mguificnnce of the Lews
i3 19 tall ol cotton in Liverpool, showing s be-
et that 1he Britinh will open the colton ports.
Now this 15 nul war, to be sure, nctual war—buat
it 1 the very uextstep toit. To 2top uegoliat-
1hye, of taihing, i3 tho sext step to ighting.

UnYer these tadts, the Governor of e Sate
o d Lihe rreps torthwath tor the tortihaation of
vut Lartor and lake purLﬂ, 1he firat dl!} ol the
Norron 0! the Legisiatute, the Governor should
b prep sted with o Mahitia Biil, arnitny every 1hsn
11y the Slate trotn 1% 1o 40, rlni'-!il}' preparitgy hitn
tor U tesd. The Militia 10l sbouid e put
througsh the Lepialature tortbwith, and the peu-
pie should be ulpnuized underat.

reat Botain soaws to be procecding o fait—
that 1t shie 1~ bent on war, i G0 dasg she can
Cotentrate s n New York 3,000 guu:l: atloat, in
Vet nutotious theets, now ail about  The anty
wo b Lasve tu surrendar, under such afore, or
o=ttt all the hortorr of w bonbanhiment. —

Br fore ned ne addusl rmieang of succeartul de-

FERE S

The Brtsh Governmenut hinse chartered two

l-ll',,,l' wie A0t rr,—lLt* l'tl:-lu, Lt Irf' ﬂ.i LH R tllq'ﬂrrj" i tlr“.". canpot t“,h{ ],'"“ 10

thovgs o Catiada. We 2hiall be ol o New
Y oorh and New Lopland, af we do imraediate s

bt boe athe ta 143, nlid wot Ujnra thiia

e .
ifrr-m the _‘IHuan Juurnf_lf, Jler . l‘i
ATTACRS ON GEN. MCLELLAN.

Woe notice with tegtet a dispos.tion, 1o certarr
qi‘|,1'|'1l [~, Tir mllad Kk tectivtal MU aty, ey e
L cattiol achiwse anpobilities) anld bevayse Le
will not tnpetl all by n preapitate advan e, acnd
baoati-e Lo n suspectod of entertaiuing ceftnin
bejetionl cpitaons en the subjoct uf the negro—he
1% i-rl-nllfll.'*"i uLiit tor hll }I'.'l'*l'l"', I'illlliihh‘li
proviog that heas a hutnluyg and pretender ar
wittie s 1t Ih-nundu;r Mr, LU‘HJu\' Thae e 210
g, -5 thot b s qpanlettes slinll be at-np]w d 1o
the Honoralde Thallews Stoven-
niike tim e sgect of a phiahppicn s Regut fa-
Ccan o au s, Une or two Journala of character
wnd josteen tnour own Sale, ou the stieupth ot
R ! prit th-.-Ttlil'l!l 1'tlll;,:l'i'-n'.uh-i’| 'TERSEHR
Imiitoe by v b all thethnndetbolts et st etotie.

[roy these penttenien consider what they mre
doan ! Are the) aware of the 1njury their ne-
€ 4000 upen 'll:r‘\ulltl}: Cortnmanderan-Cliaet nre
ko dy tointet upon e eruse? Are they annre
that lo-s et contdente 1o Aim iur\itnhlj" CATIitS
with 1t o contidence 1L the Utiteens; mmnd
every ohaft that as mimed st him 0 adaeatly
aitned nt the heurt ot the Republic? Are thicy
awnie that utless the country copfiles in hit—

oo i ide s s,
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gives him its (rithand its support—he cannot suc-
ceed against the enemy? 1« it the part of wis-
dotm—-is it the part of true patriotism—to attempt
10 degrade the Commatder-ip-Chief in the eyes of
the people—1to attempt to convioce the munlr{
that he je unfit' for the place he holds—to inst l
into the army the potion that they are led by a
chatletan or & coward? Wisely or not, he has
heen placed in supreme scomn.and.  He is there
by the sanction and spuroval of Gen. Scott. He
{s thete by onlet of the President. He is
there by thealmust unanimous vuice of the people,

0| And yet memnbern of Congress and pamphlietteers

and penepaper editors would have us helieve that
the idol of yesterday is raade of “‘tase metal;’’ that
the conguer of Western Virginia, the youog Chief,
who has thus far torne bimeelf s0 nodestly, yet so
gallantly—who has evoked ont of the chsos of
Bull Rup, order and discipline—who has conver-
ted & mob of raw recruits iuto the best army the
world ever saw—don't know his business! They
would huve usbelieve that beeause be has not seen
61 to inaugurate certain movem nts—to adopt the

rogramme of quill-driving gruerali—because he
KH seen fit to accept for his motto the old Romua
maxim of ‘‘make haste slowly "—hecause the in-
atant he assutned command he did not by some
mysterions mrans or other seatter the hosts of the
enetny like chafl before the wini, and bring the
wat 10 a close with & short turn—he is no great
general but a rhallow martinet. They would
have us believe that because he doea not choose to
place himeelf upon an emancipation platform he
is virtually 8 tenitor to the canse wnid a mere shal-
low pegro-catcher.

It is not dificult to see what will be the effect
of such attacks il continned, The protle will jone
hewrt.  Thousands of goed patriots will make op
tbeir minds that the strucple 10 useless, becaune
we have nomen 1o lead ud to sictory., Confidence
i1 our chiet arm lost—the conviction that all thas
work of prepmiaticn has been vain—that we are
without ary comprehensive p.an, hut atriking
blindiv and blunderingly against & fully organ-
ized foe—will be disastzons &~ vond m saure.—
These astanits mayv, moreover, drive General
M((Clellan into rath movements—and a darker
reverse than that of Hull Run be added to the
swiftily ehifting ecenes that rrow A the stage.

Would it not be the purtof wisdow to wait
until we are sute General Mit7lellan i< not the
tgight man for the ripht place,”” tefore we let
loose the dops of war on L.

oy wilr= &

Cor. nf the Cineinnarly (fozetle.
TIIE SITUATION IN KENTUCKY.

flow a [Hotel Porter hecame a Hrigadier
fernnerinl.

FrasxrokT, Dee, 14.—Jnrt now, w hile all exes
are turned to Somerst wnd Schod ¢ff = brigade, it
may be interssting to supply Fome particulars in
the career of the Lieneral who itleading our forces
there, and on wlose +kil’ul weneralship alone we
can rely for sucdcens agritunt the overwhelming
odds,

It is one of the mortifving humiliations, of
which the wnr is bringing #o many to the Con-
federatis, that the nristocratic Teanesaqe Con-
gressman, »ho commands the Confederate anny,
has been once ignomiriousdy defeated by, and 13
IOW {]‘II,HH"H‘Il LA L hll'r “-l"." lﬂ'fk hl“f’fﬂfrfr .'

When Getn Sheeptl cupe to this country he
aas without means. Nothing tetler oflering, he
asked and procured the sitiaaton of porter in oDe
of the lemding New York hotels; nnd many A
lndy who reada the Giuzerls this morniug has had

It is impossible to | educated ofticers beyan

i thousarnd men!

her trunk carried up and down stairs by the pres-
ent Bripadier Geueral, whose secnud Tictory we
are bourly expecting the wired 10 flash aver the
conntry. Aftir a time he went to Washington,
wbLere he continued as porter in one of the hotels,
till his unvaryving politeness and industry brought
him under the notice of Mr. Holt Pleased with
hin appenrance, and detertnined to see w hetber he
would rise if he hiad a chance, A\lr. Holt gave
him A situation in the Patent Othice. At first his
duties were very humble—caresing bundles, ar.
rangingy models, and the like: but he was gradual.
ly tried on more important labors, aad it wasstll
tound that whatever he did was well done. A
position was then arranged for him more suitable
to his newly discovered abilities.

\Mr. Holt continued to take great interest in
him, and missed no opportunity fur promoting his
advancement. When he waa trausferred to the
War Department he took Schoepfl with him, An
uportant curvey in Virpisia chaneed 10 be peed-
ek, wad SchoepdT was jutrusted with it. Thws
brought him under the eye of Gen. Scott, and hia
military eduention snd acquireinents were fur the
first time brought to hight, Thenceforwa d his
rise was sure. He continued to be employed on
important husiness in the War Department till
to be demanded for the
volunteers, when the New York botel potter was
appointed a Brigadier-General, and sent to pro-
teet the State of his benefactor from inyasion.

Do readers teialize the mgnitude of the move-
weut (that is to be})in hentucky T For m won-
der, the popular figuresin this case have kept be-
low in place of above the truth. Inatead of the
sixty or reventy thusand | e the papers talking
of 18 the strength of the army, Gen. Buell DOw
has upnder bis commuand one hundred snd ten
How they are divided, or where
they are staticned. 1t would, of course, be 1m-
proger o tell,

Meanwbhile the situation in Keaturky remains
wommewhat singular.  Notwithstanding our ame-
metse army—three to their one—we are threat-
ened by the Contederntea under Major General
George B Crittenden, at Cutsberianmd Gap; under
Zelhivotter, nt Somer:el; wnd under Williatns, in
Northenstern Kentuchy o besides the Lowling
Green column, which wanages 1o pillage the
whole conutry, and burn bradges up 1o our ren-
sy jines,

At Cumiberiand Gap the torce is stated at ten |

thousand already, with Huwmphrey Marshal conung
in with tive thou=and mote Zollicotter's strenyth
may salely be set down at vight or nine thyuzand
more, Willlame recms to be i forie euouph to
give tise to apprebonsion that the native troupa
check., Crittenden oc-
cujir« an exceedingly strony, As nell an threatep-
g, rosiion, and there i« now but one feasibie
wiay to dislodge him—hy pushing agzainst Nask-
vilie. Zolbeothe s positionid not salual le one,
and. even 1t he shouid be wirresstyl thore, can
bardly be made a base otopetatiors but the Uuiu-
berland Gap line 13 how in the lLiand< of the
¢l by, thath« to our iru'ntnln (eney of woerse, and
tenand a ~tatelny e e 1o o xinpton nud

Cincinnati Ull the war e csrried into Africa,

And «ti'l] the sutberiny hentuckians ery, U How

P

ey how fong !
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The Last Capture by the Sumter.

A letter to a meenchant of New York, date] St
Thomat, [recemlar 24, pives aome additional

!;rﬂrlir'ulﬂrufthr capture of the ship Montmo-

rerd, oF Bath, Me., by the Sumier.

The Yetter atates The Sumtor released her AP AN
by tiahinge the Uaptain sieh & ranioin bond of
twenty theasand dollrs, |-'|_1.-1."-'".Phl tl:» President
of the Couledernte States thirty davs after peace
i Jeclaredd, Theoe dovs alter thi+ the =umter
*%IHHH! herglt off the hartar of St Thomas
Faclit Lours wfter, one of the Fediral steamers
started i parsait of her, with what reaalt 18 not
Lnuwn_ *

The writer aleo states that the merchants of St.
Themas were very indipnant because the froquos
had allowed the Sumter to escape.

|

We give below some few additional items of
foreign pews by the Jure, and also the comments

in full of the London papers by the Eurcpg, whose
mails reached here this morning:

E“l.-di
At & banquet given to Mr Bright at Rockdale,
a letter was Te8

from Mr. Cobden, in which be
urged a puspension of judgment in the Slidell and
Mason affair, until it was known whether the
Ametrican Government authorized the act, and if
90, on what grounds they justified it. The letter
adds, the matter in disputes must be decided Dow
by British international Yaw. If the Ametican
Government should assume the respoasibility of
the act we should clrim tor the reasuoning of their
Jegal advisers some (vbriderations which they
are bound to owe to the argunents of the British
Law Officers. W hatever Le the izsue of the legal
controversy, however, we could nuthope to briog
the question to & mure satisfactory issue Ly an
appesal to arms.  The letter then argued in favor
of a completerevisivu of tbe international cude,
and concludes by expressin ¢ his (UCobden’s) Le-
lief that anv interference by Eogland and Fraoee
in the affnirs of America, whether by breakiog
the blockade or pretusturely acknowledying the
independence of the South would only aggravate
and protract the quartedd. A eervile mar miyght
be kindled in the Sconth leading alteruately, por-
biaps, to the destruction of the Cotton plant io the
Southern Statex, *

Me. Bright made an elatorate speech. He re
jected the theory that the protectise tariff of the
United States had led to the retellion, contending
on the contrnry that il wasslave-y which was
maisly responzible for the disruption. He de-
clined 1o eapresd a decided opinivn as to the le-
gality of the seizure of Jessrs, Mason and Shdeli |
—but whether it was jegal or not, he Lield that toe
act was both impoliticand bad. He thought that it
would be found that Capt. Wilkes had acted with-
out authority trom the United Ntates Governwent,
and he had no doubt that 11 the legal adrvisers of
the Cabinet a1 Washington eawe to s decision that
the act cou'd not be justitied by law, that fitting
reparation would be made, '

It was, homever. 8 queslion of law_ and the
American Goserume nt, if they considered the act
legal, would Ve able to ghow tiit fifty and mxty
years ago, during the wars ot th 1 tiine, there
were scores of casex at least asd bad meothig, and
some infinitely worse,  He stroogly cotiels mned
the rarlike feeling which had teen ¢3xhibited, and
scouted the aseertion that Mr. Lincoln and hae
Cabinet were determivesd 1o pick n guarrel with
Eu;.:l-ml.

The London Times wvs that the utteraoces of
Messrs, Bright and Cobulen, do not procduce an
e«cho. )

The London Times “City Article’’ zays that the
stock mathet on the 4th nstunt was ware henwy
and unsettled than at any paried since the com-
mencement of the difficulty . At the clove, horw -
ever, there was plight raliy in the fundds,

The lmndnn ”ffflf*‘ woniders haw (arrr. Sratt
would hare remedied the matter, had the outrayge
been perpetrated by a Britich war stenimer on 8
United Statea vesee],

The Paris Temys announces that Napoleon has
tendered his pervices 10 the British Groverment,

The Paris Tﬂ'l'lpl i also infurined that In CAR
the American (Government refuses to give satisfarc-
tion, the English Cahinet has rexolread to recall
Lotd Lyons fromn Washinpton, recognirze the
Southera Confederacy, ami raive the bl kade ol
the Southern ports.  England would not then
devlare war, but leave it to the Usited SNales to
do as they pleaac.

A Privy Council was heid at Windsur on the
sth inst., and a Ruval prodamation was jmmedi-
ately issued, prubibitivg theexport ol arnis, sm-
munition and military stores, and also lead.

The Prodamavon wasin tune ‘o stop large
quantities of arms ip wnirse of slupment 1o the
United Niates.

The Paris correspeendent of the Duatly News
learns that when Mr. Slidell mas taking leave of
bis wife on bLosrd the Trent, he placed his de-
sjatches in her hand told bier to go to Ler calnn
and git st the port Lole, and that if an attempt
was mmade to take the box frow her, to drop
ioto the sea.  Mrs. Slidell vbeyed Lis orders, was
not moleated, and took the de r!mlrhrﬁ rafely to
Eogland.

The Paris P’atree bas nn article on the truuble
between England avd Awerica, in which 1t ar.
guis that France is not interested in the gnuestion
Al issue hetwerrn them.  Butit suys, that it Enge
land fails to get reparation for the Trent aflar,
a new state of things tay ensue, aud thataf Eug-
land recognizes the Sovuthern Siates the other
Powers of Futope must necessardy tuke such a
chunge taty conasderation for the sake of their ¢cm-
sneycral wuterests and a desre for @ terrunalion of
the war. If the Scutlern Coutederacy, by ils re-
coghnition hy one of thie Gireat Powers, should en-
joy public rights a3 a pation, olher Siates would
hate to consider what attitude such amportunt
modifieations would vnpresy upn themn, and the
Calanet at Wastniongton would have to bery the re-
sponsntalidy of a solulion tehichthe necerasty «f com-
terce and political anfluerce we uld empuse upon
LEuroye.

Opinion of the Law OMicers of the Crown.
From the London Times of Noe. 12,

Whereser two or three men et topether ves.
terday, the ringle topic ot conversation wad the
recent outraye that bas been oftered by the Fede-
ral Government of Awerica to the British fag —
That it wae anoutraeeall mustadont. The shot-
ted guns, the swarininyg hoate crewy, the viotence,
the retusal to attond any reason tor the saazure of
the passenpers nken away were all unusual, anid
as we betiese, unprecedented in caxes ol the exvr-
ciat of that right of rearch which undoubtesdly b=
louys to & telligerent nation.  However tlcar the
righit tuay be to search neutral merchant shipy n
time of war, this iv a nght atways odiovs in s
exereise. nnd which has alwavs bLeen zealousls
watchied by those who have Teen the subjects of
it 1t bas its limmits, which have been caretull)
defined ih a bundred Treaties.

With what formalitied it shall be done, at what
distance it shall be officted, and what sbal be
deerm d contraband, have olten furtued the occa-
:‘.iull llf whaAl, Inn'r {‘ilt:FTﬂtllh bew D the _qul.jw[ "L
conventions, and have tale the staple of detiates
wherein vur reAteat stutesine 1 atl yutista hiave
exbansted nll the larninge of the teaty riter and
have ited all the precodents which history van
aftor]. It has alnarve tweena pornt ol bonor with |
avy 3 hi;h-!;n':nhd aation to ronhne thizobnos
o« tnterfereuee within the very domet Linats, and
o resen! atld (de parrtue frorn the atrictest b r-
wpvanie of those rujes within whi b anoanterier-
ence with the national Hig brings no disgrrace,
Nipe-tenths of the p:lhlu who resd _\'*rill'fl.ll_‘l iof
the attack of the Aipnioan fri, nte et our il :
ate AfLET WU lens startle«d by the fact it-elf than
they were hy the sub-equent tntell enee whichat
“.1; our duty to Allord, that there was g jroma |

tacse belligerent ripht in the bederal Governtnout

which might pustily the act of vt of search.
In cutimimen iy, howerver, Hijronl thie facte af thie

Ccnse veaterday, we eaptessd stone donbts whe-

ther the (prounstances of the serzgre di ] not oyt
1 besond the ]mh* of fntetuational Law o Admnt
ting.'l! wne must fuliv awinat, the absolute ripht
of a belligersntehip of war to vistl an) senrch A
neutral N ri hant l".‘l.ljl. 1he q'n'hlilm slitl oveurred
—mwhether, atter guch visgt and :earch had been
made, the twlhiporend had s right to treat the pew-
tra] a8 haviog violated ber nentrality and to take

ard St Thomas

a7l A Ceantraband of war, oo’
Jmattedat the BEavoss of the South b d swoslied tor !

-
-l

out of her such persons and things as he might
see fit 10 adjudge 10 be cootraband? Even if this
ptoposition could have found adrocates, & further
question still remained —whether, without disor.
erivg any mercbandise or dispatches contraband
of war, pers baving no belligerent charsc
ter could be held to be liable to expture in a neu-
tral ship on the high sens? Cautionsty abstaining
from bazardieg say opigion upon questions of
such great import, we were content to indicate
the dificulties and to wait for some authoritative
solution.

We are now in e position tostate that the depo-
sitivns of the officers on board the Trent have
twen submitted to the Law Ufficers of the Crown,
and that their opinion bas been given to the of-
fect that the proe edings of the American frigate
ate not to be J.stified by the law of pations. 1t s
we nnderstand, the opirion of these Jurists that

—_— - - . -
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the right of the Federal Government, acting by
its officers, was confined to visiting an+ searching
the mail packet; that if any weun or things be-
lieved to be contraband of war had been found oo
board ber, the proper coutie was to take her uto
a port and submit the question toa I'rize Court,
which would have heard evidences and argument
on both sides, and would bave decided the case
according to precedents and authorities,

It is not our province to enforce or modifr &
declaration which comes from the recognized
source, and by which the Government rau«t in all
canes of this kind be bound; but we may say that
the proposition seems to clear that it reqquires ool
to be ttated to obtain universal anaent.  {f this te
not 80, for what redson have we I'rize Courts and
Admiralty Juldges, and codes ¢t inw and librariee
of Admiralty decisions? If the lieutenant of »
frigate ot the coxswain of & boat'r crew 1510 Je-
cide while in forcible porgestion of & rich neuiral
ship what he will take as contraband, and what
he will }eave: if an officer while his arined inen are
swarming round him upon the deck of his prize
ia to determine whom he will take awuy prison-
er, aud to whom he will graut leave o prod el
what need have we for those careful ipstituticns
by which we erect tribunais which are, 0 tu Ray,
deneutralized, and which are bound to decide,
without favor or partiality, between the Gueen o
cruisers and the meanest foreigner who complains

of injustice?

The choice of lratned and independent Admi-
talty Judges has been astipulation inserted in
vory early Treaties, and a suspition of partiality
to his own countrymen would touch the honer of
one ¢f our Prize Court Judger ne nearly as o
charge of corruption.
any vulorona lientenant, with his drawnncuthasd s
to stand upon a ship's deck and decide all gnes-
tiona of coutraband and nstionality off-hand! ir
auch a rule conld prevail, or if surh cutrages conld
be submitted to, thers wonld be an end forever to
the fredom of the seas or to the cafety of nentrals,
Every trumpery belligerent Power, nithough pos-
aasing perbaps only & fleet which conld Le annt.
hilated in & week, would be able to plunder the
commerce of the world.

Many insolent pretengions have been made by
belligerents over neutrals, and none have bwen at
Litwes more insolent than ourselves; it 10 our
most haughty davs, when Selden war Asse TN
nur absolute dominion over onr anrronndiny sead
or when the Northern powers were banding to-
cether for protection againit our etactions, wWe
pever ven:ured to put forth such n doctrine as
thic, or 10 insist that’ our naval cfficers rhould
perform io a summary way the funectiops of Ad-
miralty Judgen. [Upon thia point alone the seir-
are of the Trent was an unjustifiable outrage.—
We are inclined ourselves to favor the opiton,
which has many supporters, that even if the legal
course had been purried, and the Trent hud been
saken into port and submitted to tlie artbitrams tit
of & Priza Court. sbe must have leen diamidsed,
with compeusation for the detentivn.

Frenif despatches had beenfound in her. w bich
was not the case, it has never yet been devided
that the despatches which pasa betwneed an enemn
and a neutral Governwentare contraband of war;
nor has it ever been claimed as a belinrerent right
to cut off peutral Powers from all diplomatic in-
tercourse with an enemy. Nuch a clnim could
oot stand examination upon the ground of prin.
ciple or public polics. We are content, honeser,
that the question should rest upon the more
narrow, but indisputable ground, on which our
Law ¢)fficers put it, that it is contrary to Inter-
national Law for an oflicer of an armed cruiger to
tnake himself n judge at rea.

Such being the legal bearings of thit ontrage-
ous proceeding, the question remains—what ateps
we tmust take to remove the stain which has been
cast upon our flag. When in forner daya the
British ship-of-wae Leopard, unlawfully = 17 e}
desertera on board the Chesapeake, the British
(Government, on cotwplnint being made, disurown-
ed the uct. recalled the Admiral from the statien,
and ezpressed regret for the Woodshed which Lad
been oceavioned., Un & wmore recenl ocension,

Of what nse i+ wli this if

|

tion, the dismissal of 1he officers of the Ben
Jaciuto, the literation of the pers taken
from the Trent, and so indemuity for them. will
the Cabinet at Washington be able to make all
theee copcessions in face of the state of irritation
in which the press of the North keeps the popula-
tion against England? 1t is, therefore, to be
frared that cowmpluations of the most merious
nature may arise between Erzliand and the United
States, and we perfectly understand the impres-
sion the news pruduri--f on the Londom Stock
Fichange. Reintorcements for Cansda were al-
ready in formation, sand they have bee ordered
by the Englich Gorernment to wil forthwith

The Drhats observes that the question of the
Trent is not s timyle as some have appeared to
suppose. ‘It in generally admitted,’’ says the
Paris journal, “‘that neutrals ought not to mix
either ditvetly or indirectly in war operations,
that they vxpose them-eivesto jamtnl seizure wheo
they carry for either of the telligerents coDtm-
band of war, troops, officers, known gpies, ot
other agents belonyging to the service of tLearmies.
President Linroln will doubtiess allege that the
arpested Cotnmissioners were going to Eurepe tor
war purposees, aod that the maritim- 1odde of
civilized mnmtious, in erpressly stipulating for
transporta has specified oo amilar privileges
for vessels mhich pertorm the postal serviee

‘It niny be that the contents of the dirpatches
which Mr. Mason and bis colienpucs were 1o com-
municate to oue or several European Cabinets are
of sucl & nature av to throw nlight on this grive
and intricate question.  Ur'ortupstely for Me.
Lincoln, Con mar der Witkea hag not seized tho-e
diepatches, which argived tn England by the A
Plata, and it they i clude anythiny which roay
I sitimatize the wrt of the AleTICAD CriLiser, OF
mitigate ite chararter, 1t 18 Dot ¥01) lihelnv thut
the onty diplomatic apent of the Soythern States,
who is at present in London, will be in any hurry
to publish them,'" The Conatirnlionnel eays <

“The ar;est of an Euglish{mail stenmer by an
Atnerican veswl of war jaso serious afact thatwe
may Le justified in believing that the ofticer who
commitied the act did so npon his own responsi-
bility, o r that, if be maz obeying inatructior s from
the Cabinet & Washir gton, the latter had not
aufliciently weiphod the conreguences.  In either
cake we hope the Ameticun Government will mmake
a reparation, and satisfy the Caime of bngland.
We count upon itdoing soin its own interests,
which have alnasgserred ae a guide toIts peeiten
11 fuet 11 1 im ossible thaat the Amenienm ehe nid
not underztandt VTow irrepular i the arre-d !
MM Stidell and Magon on Loard the Trent; hew
coptrary it v to the law of nationg, nnd how pre-
midiciad the concequenoes of this art would te 1o
them-vlsee,

It wonld be the consecration of the “right of
rearch,”” arningt nhich they hate aluays protes-
te], anl which sas cne of the dliief causes of the
war they thetueelves waced with Enpland in 1812,
n richt of search exercisad not only npon conimer-
vial veaselx, but on ships of war, for the mail atea-
mere are reval veaeela bavine on board n heuten-
rnt of the roval navy, and their officers wear the
unifurm of the Brindi navy. Hy declanng con-
truband of war simple pas-enperi m ith or without
a diplomatic mission, the Ameticans ftrike a

when the Prince de Joinville forcibly touk & pilol
out of a British ship, the King of the Freach telt
20 sccutely the wrong which had been Jone in his
name, that he disavowed the deed, and, we ba-
lieve, wrote an autopraph letter exprexang his re-
gret.

Among civilized nations, and in countries
where » high sense of houor rules, the men who
Lold the Governmeot in their hands think it 1 as
¢ ssentin] to their own fawe s« to that of those
whota they hase offendd that reparation shiouid
Le »witt and ample, What the Government of
1the Feleral States will do. remainsd o be »en
The Cabiinet meets to-day to consider what netion
shall be taken upon the opinion of the Law Of-
ficers. We do not wish to speculate as fo what
steps they may consider necessars. It, howesver.
it shall appear to them 8o clear as it anpears 1o u-
that Messrs. Mason and Stidell were wrongfnlly
taken when under the protection of the Britnnh
Hag, there would eecem to te but one reparation
which is adequate to the affront. They must be
restored witha sufficient apology.

THE FRENCH JOURNALS ON THE ]

TRENT.”

La Patrie sass that “it haa heen informed,
trown a private sonree, that Renr Adniral Milne,
commander-in-chietoen the North Nnetionan and
Waent Indin Station, Pad, on Leaning ot the ont-
Fage committed on the Trent, rent thege stearn

iortal blow againet the privileges of npeutral
“tatra, which it s« their interest tnore than any
one elae 1o see [nrw-rtmi.

The ptnicn Nutionaleaays that, **If the French
{Log bad received such an insult, the whole coun-
try would have riden na ore man to dermund strik.
ing matistaction 7 The Parw cocretpondent of

the Datly Noaes, writing on Thursday eveuing,
B ER

I have nat luard a secand opinicn expressed
about the courss which England must necessanly
take. It s unitersally telt that, reganllese of
consequences, she can only atk for an unqualified
apology and complete satisfaction: failing which,
Lord Lyons must leave Washington. Hopes are
cherirbed that the officer commanding the San
Jacinto may be dicaroweda by his Governteut.
whick, it is argued, can never be o mad as tn
justify such u wanton breach of the lJaw of na-
tions. | am very porey to gay, however, that
GGen. Scott, wio, &3 you Are aware, is Dow In
*aris, told sowe friends last pight, without apy
sort of reserse, that bafore be left Washington it
hud Leen resolved at a Calinet Council to give
orders to the San Jacinto to fullow the English
packet Trent, and wake prisoners of the Confed-

erate Commissioners at all hazardas,
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Clt mppears, savs Lo e
cqbat information has been Teceived at Waslio,
Ton h_’m the American Groverninent thvt i:u]~-1rfﬂnf
personapes of the Sonthern States werc oo e
.'tl';l' 'Hkill; that route, and that the 3 A Al of
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The pretest that MM, Mason and =Ldell were

A anly bonit. |

maike use of the Trent to introdure v ar ame-
msnition tate Ameriea; but they were on the
conteary, feaving Anieriea for burepe, and there
W le 10 RETTHIR 0T |-nﬂril the ste Aater. TI‘ N I
Fis of azepts of & government bave nover
l"*';:-‘*tﬁ“'il A~ "-untr.ﬂ-.ﬂ.-l uf WwWir a {'111:* ‘ql " 1;!- }
v, ‘bere hae heena tnanifeet viotatien of the by
lish flag, and 1t ig 10 be teared that it wa- or fetod
by the CUihin-t al Washington in e desie to
Re | P~ al nll riche, the *“,'-[#-ihin-t of i, b the
Ensove of the South were the bearars,
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b o6 1y

WEDDING AND VISITIING CARLS
Fronla rnnf fnt'ull"-t .Hifﬂmj-rrf 1) f'nf..r-_

JoM. ANTER=ON & =S0N,
14~ Baltimmore <treot,

EAYNIIIRINYVARNIRT R
Peeparad BEapressiv 1n
FAMIELY U =L,
DITUMINOLUS (%601
“THEAM and =MITIH=" PURPOSES,
Whideagle "",f f.'!flll.a'_
PINE AND oA4K Voop,
SAVED AND SPLIT. READY FOR UsEL

1R P

A REN

WITHOUT BEING SAWED AND SPLIT
LW PIUIUC N,
Forle CASH WHEN ORDERED.

W. F. H ONION,
Cor. Lembard st and Contral Avenue,

di.
JIREL .-\l:.\ll‘.'ﬂ TELEGRAPH CARD. —A com
plete Fire Alarm Tolegraph on Iarge cards,

l

waittable for Counting Hoome-— ot upin a neat tarm
— kT N I‘I‘III'I'I""I -fur LF LR lt '.hl" llﬂl("‘ 0 T”.I': hlll'TH

ment cannot dispense with exniting, as a topara- | 122 Baltimore Street, up staire,  Price 10 cents,




