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The world is all before me
To choose where'er I will—

The bine sky bendine o’er me
l,ig;)'ztc\:vlie*y. plain and hill!

Oh! manv a nook enchanted,
[n virgin beauty drest—

With Fden freshness haunted—
Is wooins in the West!

{

And many afount is flowine
Withnoneto hear its tale,
And only wild flowers showing
Its pathavay in the vale!
Andmany a boundless prairie—
Like some remember’d scene
In hovhood’s dream of faery—
Wheie mian haih rarely been,

And manvy a suvnny hichland

Le rleamine far awny—

Andmeny o ospiey island
Whore summer loves to gtqy—

Al straneo, heisht bivds are er urtine,
The warm and balimv breeze,

Tl winiroy letres < i

Lise winred lustres sporting
Amid the sorveons trees!

Andlands that live in story,

ot old renown
tesend hoary

deathlecs erouwn:

here dopds

traddition Lincers
Yer tomb andd elascic fina,

ch hime's efincime fineers

Hve touched with elassic stain!
! to me ar deavor
Andlovelier each morn,

SR T

The homely lnndseape nearer—
T 5 carray 1 oo -
Five ot swhere | oawva horn!

A ' : '_ 1:h. . 1

Andd were T hike the syallow

PlLZADQUARTERS, AnMy

e N 100
TN

or UccupaTioN,

Maveh 6. 1847,

. .
.1 ettt . 1

CRIRERRR S P 4 & £E

! s posttion.
: twhich reached me of the ad-
i:l enlretion of w heavy Moexisan foree
! 1 frony, aad assumed such o probable form,
' i . 1 4
to i & special examingtion qarbevond the
1 - ¢ 4 ‘
d8E o ouyr p i= {9 asci N1k o 1ness,
3
WS g LT i 1 Spie ilor Aaiog -
2 . ' v . .
( l;l"' i ) e tite: 119 i 1 i } 1=
S o v
cron, 29 mdes i i, on (] OIie 1oy ! ;
)=1 cd a cavaley o b unlkin
tro SR { th hoof '
FOLT Fecoioiisnl utider Licut. Col. Moy
' - 3 > 1
a9 @ d o the Hacienda of Heciionda,
r g / H 4 . T
IR I oo i ilai vde cioiher exaimmnation
B o in. Fioe results of these expedi-
i de ) ubt t CHEIVIOS I [ F oG
= ' o1 . ° f y e
i U foncartasto wndes the ordess of General
i il i G e meditated a torward
1B Bi RDENGE B Y O DGSsItoge.,
i { ' b B g Yz
e Camp o Ao Naeva could be turned
i (gha i (0 A the eneinn = loree was
k '
| 1he 1o roown, varttealarliy i the

Caiier tnaet eonsid-
noabont eleven mitles

The arny
at noon on the

1 !
titte 1

'?'Y.'" "
tiel anarehe |

Todey grgavs ¢
i Blessvas Tisiis

Y Bt

et bt et G oK

The wide world doomed to rongn,
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IEFICIAE DESPATPCHES ‘
GENERAL TAYLOR'S DETAILED REPORT
Oy THE BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA.

st [ liive the honor to sabmit o detatled re-
wt of the operations of the forees under my cop-
meviiel, whichresubied in the cnoaveiment of Buena

lexican acmiy and the

rv by o | compelled to thl] ha

it o1 the f:aeicivds of Baena \ista, With a
nall foree { p o Sattitto to make some
CSSHTY dicad o i dotoneo of the
FI | ! Gons Wool i the nmmediate
laand ol 1 P
.
i POl Lients were completed on
LG R advised  that the
. : To: .
I hancmoe. Upon reachine
|
it gt vined that his cavalry advance
. ] g 1 . A i N .‘
cont, vy amarched from Encarnacion,
W ) rned, at 11 o’cloek on the day
VIO S id desviney in 2 mounted ioree jeft ot
el AN L) {0 ¢ i'i'.»"“,”\i!\rl.h'ii‘;fl‘."-:u'-‘.-'.
i
! i v preition, oceupymg a line of
). g do Lae road at tus point be-
i ‘ tae vadey on its richt be-
i s Wt 1illgsi lor artiil
|
: H e . i’ y
ten of ( ind i assiable cullies, while on
't e succession i cngced rdaes and precip-
i
US|} * OeXtelnds i acx towards the moun-
\\ 1 yaid s e Fhe teatures of
round were such as nearlv to paralize the ar-
I : ~ Tl e yE ‘
Veandicavalilolitihe o emy, while lus infin- |
coukl not derive ail the advantacve ot its nu-
mericas superioty, In this position we prepar-

a. Capr. Washingion’s battery
(dth artiilery) osted to command the road,
witie the 1st and 2d Hiinois resunenis under Col-
onels Hardin and Bissell, each eight companies,
(to the lutter of which was attached Captr. Con-
ner’s company of Texas volunteers,) and the 2nd
Kentucky unaer Col. MeKee, occupied the crest
of the ridges on the left and in rear. The Arkan-
sas and Kentucky reciments of cavalry, comman-
ded by Colonels Yell and H. Marshail, occupied
the extreme left near the base of the mountain,
while the Indiana bricade, under Brigadier Gen.
Lane, (composed of the 2d and 3d regunents un-
der Cols. Bowles and Lane,) the Mississippi ritle-
men under Col. Davis, the squadrons of the st
and 2d dragoons under Capt. Steen and Lient,
Col. May, and the light batteries of Capts. Sher-
man aid Bragg, 3d artillery, were held in reserve.
At 11 o’clock | received a summons to surrender
at discretion, which, with a copy of my reply, |
have already transmitted.  The enemy still tor-
bore his attack, evidently waiting for the arrival
of his rear columns, which could be distinctly
seen by our look-outsas they approached the field.
A demonstration made on his ieft, caused me to
dgetach. the 2d Kentucky regiment and a section
olartillery to ourright, in which position they bi-

cd to receive hin

Was

CAMBRIDGE, Mp.—SATU

In the meantime the M

engaged ours on the ‘extreme
parts of the Kentucky and Arkansas cavalry dis-
mounted, and a rifle battalion from the Indiana
brigade under Major Gorman, the whole comman-
ded by Col. Marshall,) and kept up a sharp fire,
climbing the mountain side, and apparently en-
deavoring to gain our flank. Three pieces of
Capt. Washington’s battery had been detached
to the left, and were supported by the 2d Indiana
reciment.  An occasional shell was thrown by
the enemy into this part of our line, but without
elfect.  The skirmishing of the light troops was
kept up with trifline loss on our part until dark,
when 1 became convinced that no serious attack
would be made before the morning, and returned
with the Mississippi psaiment and squadron of
21 dragoons to Saltitlo.” The troops bivouacked
without fires, and laid upon their arms. A body
had been visible ail

of cavalry, some 1,500 strong,
day in rear of the town, having entered the valley
throurh a narrow pass east of the city. T'his cav-
alry, commanded by Gen. Minon, had evidently
been thrown in our rear to break up and harrass
our retreat, and perhaps make some attempt a-
gmnst the town i practicable. The city was oc-
cupied by four exeellent companies of [llinois

1 of the st reui-

volunteers under Major Warre;

ment. A field work, which commanded most of
the approaches, was garrisoned by Captain Web-
ster’s company, 1st artillery, and armed with two
2 4-pound howitzers, while the train and head-
quarter camp was guarded by two companies of
Mississippi reflemen under Capt. Rogers, and a
tield-piece commanded by Capt. Shover, 3d artil-
iery.  Having made these dispositions for the
protection of the rear, 1 proceeded on the morn-
s of the 23d to. Buena Vista, orderine forward
all the other available troops.  The action had
arrival on the field.

commenced before my

During the evening and night of the 22d, the
enemy had thrown a dody of light troops on the
mountain side, with the purpose of outtlanking
our left: and it was here that the action of the 23
commenced at an early hour.  Qur riflemen un-
der Col. Marshall, who had heen reinforced by
thice companies undar Major Trail, 2d Illinois
volimteers, maintained their ground handsomely
aramst a greatly superior foree, holding them-
selves under cover, and using their weapons with
deadly effect.  About S o’clock a strong demon-
stration was made against the centre of our posi-
tion, a heavy column moving along the road.—
This force was soon dispersed bv a few rapid and
well directed shots from Capt. Washington’s bat-
iery.  In the meantime the enemy was concen-
tratinge a larce forece of infantry and cavalry under
cover ol'the ridges, with the obvious intention of
forcing onr left, which was posted on an extensive
phitean.

The 24 Indiana and 2 [i
this part of our line, the
ieces of lioht fll‘li”l’l'.\". under the orders of Capts
Y Bolen—DBrio. Gen. Lane being in immediate

In order to bring his men within ef-
feenive range, Gen. Lane ordered the artitlery of
resiment forward.,  The artillery
advanced within musket rance of heavy body of
Mexicans mfantry, and was served against it with
sreat etfect, but withont heine able to cheelt its
| wdvance,  T'he inl}x!m'_\' ordered to its support had
[2lien baelk in disorder, beiner exposzed, as well as
batiery, not oily to a severe fire of small arms
from the front, but aiso to @ murderous cross fire

left, (composed of

iimois reriments formed
forimmer covering three
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the 24 Indiana
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exican light troops had | Cols.
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left, which was still strongly threatened by a supe-
rior force, was further strengthened by the detach-
ment of Capt. Bragg's, and a portion of Captain
Sherman’s batteries, to that quarter.  The con-
centration of artillery fire upon the masses of the
enemy along the base of the mountain, and the
determined resistance offered by the two regi-
ments opposed to them, had created confusion in
their ranks, and some of the corps attempted to
effect a retreat upon their main line of battle.—
The squadron of the 1st dragoons under Lieut.
Rucker, was now ordered up the deep ravine
which these retreating corps were endeavoring to
cross in order to charge and disperse them. The
squadron proceeded to the pui(nt indicated, but
could not accomplish the object, heing exposed
to a heavy fire from a battery established to cover
the retreat of those corps.” While the squadron
was detached on this service, a large body of the
enemy was observed to concentrate on our ex-
treme left, apparently with the view of making a
descent upon the hacienda of Buena Vista, where
our train and baggage were deposited. Lieut.
Col. May was ordered to support that point, with
two picces of Capt. Sherman’s battery undgr Lieut
Reynolds. In the meantime the scattered forces
near the hacienda, composed in part of Majors
Trail and Gorman’s commands, had been to some
extent organized under the advice of Major Mon-

Major Morrison, volunteer staff, and were posted
to defend the position. Before our cavalry had
reached hacienda, that of the enemy had made its
attack, having been handsomely met by the Ken-
tucky and Arkansas cavalry under Cols. Marshall
and Yell. The Mexican column unmediately di-
vided, one portion sweeping by the depot, \\'hgr@
it received a destructive fire from the force which
had collected there, and then gaining the moun-
tain opposite, under a fire from Lieut. Reynold’s
section, the remaining portion regaining the base
of the mountain on our left.  In the charge at
Buena Vista, Col. Yell fell gallantly at the head

the Kentucky cavairy—a young officer of much
promise. Lieut. Col. May, who had been rejoin-
ed by the squadron of the 1st dragoons and by
portions of the Arkansas and Indiana troops un-
der Lieut. Col. Roane and Maj, Gorman, now ap-
proached the base of the mountain, holding in
check the right flank of the enemy, upon whose
masses, crowded in the narrow vorges and ra-
vines, our artillery was doing fearful execution.

The position of that portion of the Mexican
army which ha d gained our rear was now very
critical, and it seemed doubtful whether it could
regain the main body. At this moment I recejved
from Gen. Si nta Anna a messace by astaff officer,
desiring to know what 1 wanted. I unmediacly
despatched Brie. Gen. Wool to the Mexican
general-in-cliel, and sent orders to cease firiner,
Upon reaching the Mexican lines, Gen. Wool
could not cause the enemy to ceaze their fire,
and accordingly returned without havingan inter-
view.  The extreme ricrht of the enemy contnued
its retreat along the base of the mountain, aud
finally, in spite of all our efforts ¢flected a junc-
tion with the remainder of the army.

Durine the day the cavalry of Gen. Minion
had ascended the elevated plain above Saltilio,
and oceupied the road from the city to the field
of battle, where they intercepted several of onr
men.  Approaching the town, they were fired

Ferape and canister from a Mexican battery on
e teite Captiam O Brien found it impossible to
retain his position without support, but was only
able to withdraw two of his picees, all the horses
and eannoneers of the third piece beine killed or
dizabled, The 2d Indiana restent, which had
falien baelk as stated, could not be rallied, and
took no further part in the action, except ahand-
bl of mien, who, under their sallant Colonel,
Bow joined the _\“.-r‘iN-llDiDi resiment, and did
vood service, and those tnriives who, at a later
]n‘l‘iwtf i the :f.‘l.‘.'. H
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los.

wxisted i defendineg the train
and depot at Buena Vieta, This portion of our
le havine viven way, and the enemy appearing

o foree acainst our Jeft fiank, the

&
1 GVverw i

lizht troops which had rendered sueiy zood serviee

upon by Capt. Webster fromthe redouht occupied
by his company: and then moved off towards the
eastern side of the valley, and obliquely towards
Buena Vista. At this time, Capt. Shover moved
i‘appi(lly forward with his  picee, supported by a
misceilaneous command of monged volunteers:
and fired several shots at the cavalry with effect.
They were driven into the ravines which lead to
the lower valley, closely pursued by Capt. Shover,
who was further spported by a piece of Capt. Wel-
ster’sbattery, nnder Lieut. Donaldson, which had
advanced from the redoubt, supported by Capt.

Wheeler's company of Hlinois volunteers. The
caemy made one or two cfforts to charge the
artillery, bui was finally driven backin a confis-
ed mass, and did not agiin appear upon the plain,

on the mountain, were compelled to withdraw,
which they d in good order.
Many, however, were not rallied until they yeach-
cd the depot at Buena Vista, o the detence of
which they afierwards contributed,

Col. Biszeil’s resiment, (2 Himois,) which had
been joined by a section ol ¢

id, for the most part,

Japt. Sherman’s bat- |

L
e

iy, had become 4-<~!npiui('i_‘; outtlanked, and was
:k, beinc entirely HN=upport-
d. The enemy was now pourms masses of in-
ttry g the base o' the mountain
g:!“ii“;"’ our rear in gl-(fill
force. At this moment, 1 arrived upon the field.
The Ississippl restinent had been directed to
the lelt betore reaching the position, and imme- |
diately came into action with the Mexican infan- |
try which had turned our flank.  The 2d Kentue-
Ky regiment and a section of artillery under Capt.
Brasa, had previously been ordered from the richt
to remforce our lett, and arrived at a most oppor-
tunc moment. . That regiment, and a portion of’|
the Ist Hlinois, under Col. Hardin, gallantly drove
the enemy, and recovered a portion of the ground
ve had lost. The batteries of Capts. Sherman and
Brace were in position on the plateau, and did
much execuation, not only in front, but particular-
ty upon the masses whicl had vained our rear.—
Discovering that the enemy was heavily pressing
upon the Mississippi resiment, the 3d Indiana
regiment, under Col. Lane, was despatched to
strengthen that part of our line, which formed a |
crotchet perpendicular to the first iine of battle. |
At the same time Licut. Kilburn, with a peace nl';
Capt. Bragg’s battery, was directed to support the |
infantry there engaged.  The action was for a
long time warmly sustained at that point—the en-
emy making several efforts both with mfantry and
cavalry against our line, and being always repul-
sed with heavy loss. I had placed all the regular
cavalry and Capt. Pike’s squadron of Arkansas
horse under the orders of Brevet Licut, Col. May,
with directions to hold in eheck the enemy’s co-
lumn, still advancing to the rear along the base of
the mountain, which was done in conjunction
Arkans: 1 )

-
I
on our left, and was
4

and cavalry alon

1y
iVl

In the meantine, the firinzs had partially ceased
upon the principsi field. The cnemy scemed  to
contiiie hi: eliorts to the protection of his artiliery,
and I had left the platcau for a moment, when
I was recalled thitherby a very heavy musketry
tire.  On resaining that position, [ discovere.l
that our mfantry (Itinoise and 24 Kentucky) had
ensaged a greatly snperior force of the cneiny
vidently hins reserves—and  that they had been
overwhelmed by numbers. The moment was

'most critical. Capt. O'Brien, with two pieces,
had sustained this heavy charge to the last, and
(was finally obliged to leave his guns on the field
| —his infantry support being entirely  routed.

Captain Bragz, who had just arrived” from  the
lelt, was ordered atonce into battery:  Without
any infanty to support him, and at the imminent
risk ot losins his guns, this oflicer came rapidly
mto action, the Mexican line bemng but a few
vards from the muzzle of his pieces.  The first
('lisclmrg_;u of canister cansed the enemy  to
hesitate, the second and third drove him  back
in disorder, and saved the day. The 2d Ken-
tuck)" regiment, which had advanced beyoud
supporting distance in this atfair, was driven back
and closely pressed by the enemy’s cavalry.—
Taking a ravine which led in the direction
of Captain Washington,s battery, their pursuers
became exposed to his fire, which soon checked
and drove them back with loss. In the mean
time, the rest of our artillery had taken position
on the plateau, covered by ~the Mississippi and
3d Indiana regiments, the former of which had
reached the ground in time to pour a fire into
the right flank of the enemy, and thus contribute
to his repulse. In this last conflict we had the
misfertune to snstain a yery heavy loss.  Colonel
Hardin, 1st Illinois, and Colonel McKee, and
Lieutenant Colonel Clay, 2d Kentucky regiments,
feli at this time while gatlantly heading their com-
mands.

No further attempt was made by the enemy to
force our position‘, and the approach of. night
gave an opportunity to pay _Pproper attcptnon to
the wounded, and also to refresh the soldicrs, who

)

Marshall and Yell. In the meantime our |

roe, chief'of the artillery, with the sssistance of

of his regiment; we also lost Adj’'t. Vaughan, of

had been exhausted by incegsant
and combat. Though the night ‘was severely
cold, the troops were compelled for the most tp
bivouack without fires, expecting that morning
would rencw the conflict. ~ During the night the
wounded were removed to Saltillo, and every pre-
paration made to receive the enemy should he a-
gain attack our position. Seven fresh companies
were drawn from the town, and Brigadier Gene-
ral Marshall, who had made a forced march from
the Rinconada, with a reinforcement of Kentucky
cavalry and four heavy guns, under Captain Pren-
tiss, Ist artillery, was near at hand, when it was
discovered that the enemy had abandoned his po-
sition during the night.  Our scouts soon  ascer-
tained that he had fallen back upon Aana Nueva.
The great disparity of numbers, and the exhaus-
tion of our troops, rendered it inexpedient and
hazardous to attempt pursuit. A stafl officer
was despatched to General Santa Anna to nego-
tiate an exchange of prisoners, which was satis-
factorily completed on the following My. Our
own dead were collected and buried, and the
Mexican wounded, of which a large number had
been left upon the field, were removed to Saltil-
lo, and rendered as comfortable as circumstances
would permit.

On the evening of the 26th, a close reconnois-
sance was made of the enemy’s position, which
was found to be occupied only by a small body of
cavalry, the infantry and artillery having retreated
in the direction of San Luis Potosi. On the 27th,
our troops resumed their former camp at Agua
Nueva, the enemy’s rear guard evacuating the
place as we approached, leaving a considerable
number of wounded. [t wes my purpose to beat
up his quarters at Incarnacion carly the next
morning, but upon examinat.on, the weak condi-
tion of the cavalry horses rendered it unavailable
to atter:ptso long a marck without water. A
command was finally despatched to Encarnacion,
on the 1st of March, under Col. Belknap. Some
two hundred wounded, and about sixty Mexican
soldiers were foand there, the army having pas-
sed on in the direction of Matehuala, with greatly
rednced numbers, and suffering much from  hun-
ger.  The dead and dying were strewed upon the
road and crowded the buildings of the hacienda.

The American force engaged in the action of
Buena Vista is shown, by the accompanying field
report, to have been 334 officers, and 4,425 men
exclusive of the small command left in and near
Saltillo. — Of this nnmber, two squadrons of caval-
ry, and three batteries of light artillery, making not
more than 453 men, composed the only force of
regular troops.  The strength of the Mexican ar-
my is stated by Gen. Santa Anna, in his sum-
mons, to be 20,000; and that estimate isconfirm-
ed byall the information since obtained. Qur
loss is 267 killed, 456 wounded, and 23 mnissing.
Of the numerous wonnded, many did not require
removal to the hospital, and it is hoped that a com-
paratively small numnber will be permanently  dis-
abled.  The Mexican loss in killed and wounded
iy be fairly estimated at 1,500, and will probably
reach 2,000, At least 500 of their killed were
left upon the ficld of battle.  We have no means
of ascertaining the number of deserters and  dis-
persed men from their ranks, but it is known to
be very creat.

Our loss has been especially severe in officers,
twenty-cight having been killed upon the tield.—
We have to lament the death of Captain George
Lincoln, assistant adjutant general, serving on the
stafl of” General Wool—a young oflicer of high
bearing and approved gallantry, who fell early
the action.  No loss falls more Leavily upon the
army m the field than that of Colonels Hardin and
McKee, and Lieutenant Colonel Clay. Posses-
sing in a remarkable degree the confidence of
their commands, and the last two having enjoyed
the advantage of a military education, I had look-
cd particularly to them for support in case we met
the enemy. 1 ueed not say that their zeal in en-
gaging the enemy, and the cool and steadfast
courage with which they maintained their posi-
tions during the day fuily realized my liopes, and
caused me tofeel yet more sensibly their untime-
ly loss.

I perform a grateful daty in brincing to the not
tice of the government the general good conduc-
of the troops.  Exposed for successive “nights
without lires, to the severity of the weather, they
were cver prompt and cheerful in the discharge of
cvery duty, and finally displayed couspicuous
steadiness and gallantry in repalsing, at great
odds, a disciplined foe.  While the brilliant suc-
cess achieved by their arms, releases me from the
puinful necessity of specifying many cases of bad
conduct before the enemy, I teel an increased ob-
ligation to mention particular corps and otlicers,
whose skill, coolness, and gallantry in tryingssitu-
ations, and under a continued and heavy fire,
seem to merit particular notice.

To Brigadier General Wool my oblizations are
especially due.  The high state of discipline and
istruction of several of the volunteer regiments
was attained under his command; and to his vigl-
lance and arduous services betore the action, and
his gallantry and activity on the field, a large share
of our success may justly be attributed. During
mostof'the cngagement, he was in ilnuurcll:ttg
command of the troops thrown back on our lt‘:tt
flank. I beg leave to recommend him to the fi-
vorable notice ofthe government.  Brizadier Gen-
eral Lane (slightly wounded) was active and zeal-
ons throughout the day, and displayed great cool-
ness and gallantry betore the enemy.

The services of the light artillery, always con-
spicuous, were ore than usually dlatingu.:shcd.
Moving rapidly over the roughest ground, 1t was |
always in action at the rigcht place and the rizht
time, and 1ts well-directed fire dealt destruction
in the masses of'the enemy. While I recommend |
to particular favor the gallant conduct and valu-
able services of Major Monroe, chief of artiliery,
and Captains Washington, 4th artillery, and Sher-
man and Bragg, 3d artillery, commanding batte-
ries, I deem it no more than Just to mention all
the subaltern ofticers.  They were nearly all de-
tached at different times, and in cvery situation
exhibited conspicuous skill and gallantry.  Capt.
O’Brien, Lieuts. Brent, Whiting, and Couch, 1th
artillery, and Bryan, Topographical engineers
(slightly wounded,) were attached to Capr. WV

swatchfulness
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ington’s battery. Lieutenants Themas, Reynolds
and ¥rench, 8d artillery, (severely wounded,) ito
that of Capt. Sherman; “and Captain Shover and
Lieut. Kilburn, 3d artillery, to that of Gaptain

Bragg. CGapt. Shover, in conjunction with "Lieut.
Donaldson, 1st artillery, rendered gallant and im-

portant service in repulsing the cavalty.of Gener-
al Minion. The regular cavalry, under'Lt. Col.
May, with which was associated Ca tain Pike’s
squadron of Arkansas horse, rendere useful ser-
vice in holding the enemy in check and in cove
ering the batteries at several points. Capt. Steen,
Ist dragoons, .was severely wounded early in the
day, while gallantly endeavoring, with my author-
ity, to rally the troops which were falling to the
rear,

Brigadier Ganeral Wool speaks in high terma
of the officers of his staff, and I take pleasure in
mentioning them here, having witnessed their
activity and zeal uponthe field. Lieutenant and
A.D.C. McDowel, Colonel Churchhill, inspector
general, Captain Chapman, assistant qnartermater,
Lieutenant Sitgreaves, topographical engineers,
and Captains Howard and Davis, volunteer ser-
vice, are conspicuously noticed by the General
for their gailantry and good conduct, Messrs
March, Addicks, Potts, Harrison, Burgess, and
Dusenberg, attached in various capacities to Gen.
Wool’s head-quarters, are likewise mentioned for
their intelligent alacrity in conveying orders to all
parts of the field. :

The Mississippi rifllemen
were highly conspicuous for their gallantry and
steadiness, and sustained throughout the-engage-
ment the reputation of veteran troops. Brought
into action against an immensely superior force,
they maintained themselves for a long time un-
supported and with a heavy loss, and held an im-
portant part of the field until reinforced. Colonel
Davis, though severely wounded, remained in the
saddle until the close of the action. His distin-
guished coolness and gallantry at the head of his
regiment on this day entitle him to the particular
notice of the government. The 3d Indiana regi-
ment, under Col. Lane, and a fragment of the 2d,
under Col. Bowles, were associated with the Mis-
sissippi regiment during the greater portion of the
day, and acquitted themselves creditably in repul-
sing the attempts of the enemy to break that por.
tion of our line. The Kentucky cavalry, under
Col. Marshall, rendered good service dismounted,
acting as light troops on our left, and afterwards
with a portion of the Arkansas regiment, in meet-
ing and dispersing the column of cavalry at Bue-
na Vista. The 1st and 2d Illinois, and the 2nd
Kentucky regiments, served immediately under
my cye, and [ bear a willing testimony to their
excellent conduct throughout the day. The spir,
it and gallantry with which the 1st Iilinois and 2d
Kentucky engaged the enemy in the morning,
restored confidence to that part of the field, while

asualties will show how much these

the list of ¢
three regiments suifered in sustaining the heavy

» under Col. Dayis,

charge of the enemy in the afternoon, Captain
Conner’s company of Texas volunteers, attached

to the 2d Ilinois regiment, fought bravely, its cap-
tain being wounded and two subalterns killed.—
Cel. Bissell, the only surviving colonel of these
regiments, merits notice for his coolness and bra.
very on this occasion.  After the fall of the field
officers of the 1st Illinois and 2d Kentucky regi-
ments, the command of the former devoived upon
Lieut. Col. Weatherford; that of the latter upon
Major Fry.

In conclusion, I beg leave to speak of my own
stafl, to whose exertions n rallyig troops and
communicting orders, [ feel greuatly indebted.
Maj. Bliss, assistant adjutant general, Capt. J. H.
Eatoun, and Lient. R. S. Garnett, ayds-de-camp,
served near my person, and were prompt and
zealous in the discharge of every duty. Major
Munroe, besides rendering valuable service as
chicl'ofartilk:r_y, was active and mstrumental, gg
were also Cols. Churchill and Belknap, inspec-
tors general, in rallying troops and disposing
them for the defence of the train and baggage.—
Col. Whiting, quartermaster general, and Capt.
Eaton, chief of the subsistence department, were
engaged with the duties of their departiments agd
alsu served in ny hnmediate staff on the field.—
t Major Mansfield "and Lieut. Benham. engineers,
and Capt. Liminard and Lieuts. Pope and Frank-
lin, topozsraphical engineers, were cmployed be-
fore and during the cigagement in 1naking re-
connoissances, and on the field were very active
In bringing intormation and in conveying my or-
ders to distant points. Lieut. Kingsbury, in ad-
dition to his proper duties as ordnance oflicer,
Capt. Chilton, assistant quartermaster, and Ma-
Jors Dix and Coffee, served also as extra aids-de-
camp, and were actively employed in the trans-
mission of orders.  Mr. Thomas L. Crittenden,
of Kentucky, though not in service, volunteered
as my and-de-camp on this occasion, and served
with credit in that capacity.

[ respectiully enclose retnrns o
fengaged, a
tle

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser-
vant, Z. TAYLOR,

Major General U, N, AL Comm’.

ADIT. GEN. UF THE ARM ¥, Wushmgton, b. C.

[ the troops
nd ol casnalties imcident (o the but-

Accompanying this despatch is a “Retyrn of
the Troops engaged in the action of the 22d and
23d Feb., 1847, at Buena Vista.” It presents,
among other details, the following facts:

The number of officers and men returned as

| fit for duty when the action commenced was as

follows:

Otticers, from the Major Ceneral to the subal-
terns in line,—including Inspectors General,
Aids, Quartermasters, Paymasters, Surgeons, Xc.,
304.

Non Commissioned Officers, Musicians Artifi-
eers and Privates—,073.

Making a total of officers and men, fit for duty,
of 4,377,

{G=The Christian Advocate has been presented
oinac, V-

ginia.




