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CHMAPTER |- Don Esteban Varona &
ban pianter, possesses & gToal ireasure
td This wealth has been hidden n
eell on the estate by Nebastian a Save,

only he and his master know (he ae
e« he i Esteban s wife diea al
th of 'wina, Estehan and Noea
teban marries the avaricious | norin

| who knows there o hidden Lreas
and tries 1o wring the seoret from Re -
tan When the slave refuses she triee
Mt him by Raving Eyvangeiina hie
ahotn he loves dear i) and vl

h
ter,
':L special ssrvan! of the twing o)A

CHAFTER 11 -Through Donna Isabeie
eming 1on Esteban risks Frangsiina

L cards and loses  taped by the fose of
daughter ,ol'-lun aille 1w Esle
and himee!

e we——

CHAPTER I

. *The O'Reilly ®

Age and easy living had caused 1wn
Mario de Castuno, the sugar merchant
R0 take on welght e hnd o truth
become an fat that hg woddled like »
WIH when he walbed  and when he
pode. the springs of his French vie
foria gnvye up in 'lh‘.illﬂ’

In dlspwsition Twon Murio wmas prans
uﬂf and unroanant b he bomsted] that
hhﬂﬂ neve? had an g vyl an
lﬂ'ﬂi-tl --tHlI-h aof hin hiusl tiess jnal
yet, o the duy this »f this
'lh..nl- [ P ilia gy LN L te oof hiim hur:
lll,‘ aniatbhand and his tay! e kb
in splte of shiort bhireath sod his
prichly heat  was 1 very whirl of
"Il"llllf‘l-" e vicliminent Iy Mario, In
fanct suffere! 1h of all HHlu
gligis he wmas In ) aliil he hwelleved
Blimeell b loved  he A auf his
adagution was [ttle Homa Varonn thi
Baughtor of his one e friend Este
.-ﬂ To be anre he had met Hosn only
"""'I' slnvee her return frivn her Yankee
-1]1-‘_ L»ut him Y etugh .
elth llf*'llill Ao ivlos e b A v ol
b A het the honor of mak ug her 1o
o

Notwithetanding the riy
@idrution,  that  wore Acre
Pvee Y foddd of hin Demhi Bl o l"lrﬂh .
of the fuct that the buuly of his vlrtoria
ous tipped at s drunken anEie, as 1
druge! ng 1o ssoape the burdens of his
“! welght Iy Mario (et & Jauntl
peme of tuxdy and of spirtt almost like
Bat of youth. He saw himaeil as 8

prince riding toward the
Mowme of putee charure realden

s |H'rl

':II

g mtent
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ets of (w?

Manrsingy

he had chosett 16 Pe | friends culled him-<had Hitle In the |

Bie mate

iz arriv ] threw [vvion Tsabel In
@ Autter  the woman conld  seares
taitnln her eurtomity wmhet ahe frame !
et Wi for he
ner 1AL ALE
! P he'lr et o
fngs over Twn Mo
Nying ot and
ously

“J s maany changes here

“N . mht the witlow  agreed
i mes hinve ooty hard slnes fnor |
fehan's death ™

“What & terrible calamity that was
] shudder when | think of 117 sald W
A shocking affulr. truly ' and one |
phall never get out of my mind’

“Shooking ym» Hut what do yom
think of a rteh uan ke BEstebian whe
would leave his family destituteY Wi
would de sithout revealing the plaee
where he had stored his treasure ¥

Donnn Tasbel 1t was plain felt her
Wrongs keenly : she spoke with as much
opirit as If her hushand had permitied
Blmaelf 1o he killed purely out of spite
Soward her

“As If It were not enough o lose
that treasure ™ the widow continued
etormily. *the pgovernment must free
all our slaves Tee'! Tee' And now
et there s no longer a profit In
ousar my plantations -~

“No profit in sugar? What are you
enyingY queried the ealler. “If your
erogs o et pay. then Pancho (ueto
I chenting youuo Get rid of him But )
MAn't come here to talk about Bste
ban's hidden treansure nor his plants
tlona nor Pancho Cueto. | eame here
to talk about jyour etepdaughter
Rosa ™

“Haot
guickly

“She interests me Khe I» nore bean
tiful than the stars * on Marieo rolled
his eyes toward the high celling which
Jike the sky, was tinted a vivid cerv
Jean bhlue

“Khe is now sighteen.” the fat sultor
wen! on ecstationlly. "and so allo
gether charming Nut why waste
e In pretty speechos? | have de
elded to narry her

“Nosn has a will of her own” guard
odly ventured the stepmother.

3o Mario hroke out, testily : “Nat-
urally ; o have we ull. Now et W
apenk plainly. You know me. | am »
persons of importance. | am rich
enough to afford what | want, and |
pay well. You understand? Well, thea,
you are lRoss s guardian and you can
bend her to your desirea”

vwas ot the et of

to | oty hitrinae
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vinlls 'AR Er et
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lugubr
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Ivona Isabed  looked wp

“It that were only so!" esclaimed |

the woman. “Nhe and Esteban—what
eMidren! What tempers—just like

Iwmn Mario's visit
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with that young Amencan, Juad
O'Reflly © Donna Isabel gave the Dame
its Spanish pronanciation of “O'Rall
”IH

“Jusn (VRellly? O'Rellly? Oh, yea!
But what has he to offer & woman? He
is Ittle more than a clerk.™

“That 1s what | tell her
hasn't gone far as yt ™

“Good ! Don Mario rose to leave,
for the exertion of his ride had made
him thirsty. “You may bame your owe

“1 "

v

W ammms WA

“You May Name Your Own Reward®

rewnrd for helpdug e and | will pay

Il 'lal‘ l‘h‘l 1 “Noow tll’ﬂ‘

Iy sdvise her of my Intentions and (el

her | shin!l evtne Loy sewe Dt ewl) g
@ L] # L] L] L]

It wesr guite true that

an Iuarries itw

way of worldly sdvaniage to owifer an)
girl, and 1t was precisely beonise
thins fart that he hatl prvetliend o jwes
1o here 1 0 where froon the very
nature of th was Hie!)
fo b tite e he New York
offire

A

|lf

i‘.
TS BN CAL Sl L
Jd than It
of his Brw
L A
g I
re ', Y U T
bvom ILE W
“iah

dancing spemhe every lan

feres 1y W
ohy

re than
Quaitiance with the cotnimonest
ilahh “o1 ' a2l B alling
ol 1 hee AN T
e Lo adlustied
crenely o his surroutdings
W et AT Yarina vl 1iend TR
by but with het cvining. sWwa)
wett! all his cotuplacency  Hie e tend
he e Miens ed & 1oinl
nhoms his bhoges, and

."‘1!‘!!'
Blive W ! 1AL,
llll"llll . of ‘lﬂ'!ﬂ' fnbd

hltsisel!

ment yanishedd
change it his
his stntiitions

e discovered for example hat Ma
tangas was Ly Lo means the ot «f the
wa) pince he had considered It on ‘he
contrary after meeting Hosa once by
accidert twice by design and three
Mes By mwutusl armangement, 1 had
dawned up=r him that this was the
el ity of Cube If ot perhaps, the
hat around »hich the whole world re
vorlved! cortninly 1t was the 1ot
agrevable of all citien since It oo
talned everything that was ReCeSsar)
for man's happiness Yot despite the
thetll of s awabkening O Hellly was
pot &t all pleased with Wmeell, for, as
It bapgened there was another g
hll'* booviine atu] during Lils Brst ’I"‘f
of he Lad written W het
mwore freely and more frequently than
any tan oo such n salary ws his had &
right to do

Inasguch as her Inther was (YReld
Iy's “compamuy 1t ey be seen that

limel i niess

,llu.. Varmwum » home coming mlﬂl’
Ceomplicated matters. ot only froan a

sentimental but from s business stand
‘ulll‘l!

It wne I » theaghtful mawsd that e
rode up La Cumbire tow atd the Quinta
Esteban Inte on the afternond of
lnstend of going @
rectly 1o the house as the merchant
had done (YRellly turned off from the
remd] and after tethering his hores In
a cluster of gusva bushes, procesded
on oot He 14 ot ke Donna Tsabel
por A4 Doans Isabe! ke hm.  More
over. he had a particular reason for

e

avolding her today

Jum (nside the Varna premises he
paused an instan! to admire the out
ook, The quinta commanded an excel

et view of the Yumuri, on the one

hand. and of the town and harbor on
the other . no one ever climbed the Ml
from the ity to gane over Inte that
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prettily, flashing him & dimpled smlle
of mingled pleasure abd surprise.

“Oh. but | sssure you I'm In no
aweet temper.® sald she, “Just now I'm

| tremendonsly ahgry.”

*Why "

“It & that stepunother— lsabel. 1f she

Cdrearwred that | see you as often as l:.

|

do-— Well
guent hands and eyes heavenward “1
suppose that's why 1 enjoy doing 1t
a0 dearly love to spite her”

“1 mee'  O'Rellly puchersd
hrows and nodded. “But shy In that
ease. haven't you seeth e oftener? We
might Just as well have made the
good lady's e totally unbearable ™

“Silly !  She knows nothing sabout
" With & firtatiouns sigh Hosa add
ol "That's what rolw the affair of its
ehlef plensure. Since It does not bother
het In the least. | think | will pot sl
low you to come ARy more

Nowa Hfted her el

#
|

his | bartassesdd sllence
!

|

 whistle for thelr profits

Put for once Iy's ready tongue
was sllent. The laughter was gune
from his blue eyes Whon he turned to
the girl ot his wide,

“You say you are geing away ¥ Rosa
Inquired, breathieasly, “But winp?

“I'm going partly beenuse of this
war and partly heenuse of —something
olse. 1 tried 1o tell you yesterday, bul
1 couldn't. When the revolution start.
od everybody thought It was merely
8 locnl uprising and ) wrote my eowm
puny o that effect ] but, bhiesa you, It
has spread Hke fre, afd now the whole

I

custern end of the Island Is ablnre. |

Dusiness s stopped, and my employ
ers have ordersd e hosine o find out
what's happened to ther profits

vime

(YRedlly's hesitation hjeame an &m
He thied to Inugh
I off |

“You sakl there Wha Hlll'lrl'“lllll!

feeling her out deliberately. “Bell ¢
Varona lands? she queried, after
momentary struggle with herself
teban would rise from his grave,

It was his wish that the plantations
go to his children Intact.”

“And his wish is sacred to you, eh?™
Cueto nodded his approval, although
his smlle was disconcerting. “An ad
mirable sentiment ' It does you honor !
Nut speaking on this suhject, | am re
minded of that dispute with Jose Oros
over the boundary to La Joya. 1 have
promised (o show him the original
deed o La Joya and to furmnish him
with the proafs about the boundary
Hne.  That would he better than »

 lawsnit, wouldn't 1Y

“There 1s, otherwise fd stay right

here and tell my penuridus friends to

curses] with n faute! bhwmuty You may
have noticed 11y Not Well, perhaps
It's & maenificent business abllity that
I have. Anvhow, the president of my

compaty has a notion (hat I'd make |

i o gowsl mon indaw. "

After tudicious consideration, O'Red)-

Iy pretended to agree

“There 8 no fun In wreaking & hor
rible revenge when your enemy fan't
wise to 11" he acknowledged
would annoy her If )

er pethaps 1!

made love dyrectly to her

Homa titteredd and then inquired,

nalvely, “Can you make love sty ¥

t‘'an I [ts the one abilily ab
(YRetlly inherita Listen to this now
Reaching forth he tonk Hosa's fngers
o his  “Walt ' he criedd as she resist
ol "Pretend that you're M Varons
Yiorur oW n stetptther gt that this
ber Mmpded bhand 'm holding -
=1 0. The pird pllowmes] hin grasp
retoaln “ftat Isatwl s hand sl
it thin and beny  Pve fell
ente often enongh ™
he todd her

to
AMmpled
It oy

*“Tam 't Interru
ittle duriing

"y
d

an'
the lovers started gulltily apart  They

turued W l’i i MWomas twin
by thet ﬂlr:t.‘r " x:'h owidly  “lew
L

b ! ¥ e Frm 1" “What's lhl.’-
-‘I““ |h'l"'fllt-ﬂl‘=*1 a1 Ly

cirinitmes]l B Yoew

AT Mate 10 )
el e (E AL
.if‘*“l*"'“'

with a retetim ol

B 1 fi*iv'

I"'".I e vyt bhwelovesd

rHellly expinined
Aanho YR

*“Yen, Benor OV Heilly believens he can
lsalw! by 1oy ing slege 1o het

fowmil

waefw

Infuriate
"I’ L]

i Rew b »
ST IT 4
b ated

Mowma
a vl het
v
e

o CRA
Mu

! Pys

“1

tren)

§1 dilla 'L

faintin
il

"l".“-'-"‘l‘ al

.l_’ L] 'l‘ir

Y X
wretchedly

“What Hitke | overte
Petetnt STEREY A
VMt e el

Ratebann was & Dapdesotw b
straight, alitn and maniy and his 1
couhiance 0 lem ves atartling

i -
) waan't had

the s bie tamoh

Wik & Yook engnring In s frank &
’ con he sald "Moss told e about

teny
iate our houwe

oma | are
guite Lihwral In
maoe! A 1
ey thats what makes
YT RAL Littertly ©

“Wouldn t 1t pleass her to A0w thiat
I m 1l g ap Tast as
ever | ran¥ vetitarted the caller

A she hates (Y ans L 7 "H-H"i"'
thie Yoo Lpe? S ."-ﬁh sh, y' A oW
Well It fotutntle Yo BT e het
tasdny  Nra What a tetujer’ Khe Nl
walk in her sloep tonlght If evet

Hosa meosdded poberly  and O Hetily
suppresaing some Hght reply that had
eprung o his lpa Wnquired, curtously,
*What! 40 you mean by that ¥V

Nrother and sister Jolned (0 expiain
ing that Txaune Isabel was given o pe
cullnr actions especinlly after periouis
of earitemenl of anger, at! that o of
her eoventricitien had taben the form
of somnambalistic wanderings “Uh,
shes crany etough”™ Esteban oob
eludedd "1 believe It ber evil con
s Yetive

(FHellly sonnned the spraker sllent
Iy for & mginent | Usett he sald, with &
gravity uousual In Mm, *l wooder If
you know that you're suspectied of—
working for the Insurrecto caues”

“Indeed? | QA0 know *

*Well, it's & fact”™ ORellly heard
Rosa guanp faintly. “Ils it treeY be
(V2 TR

“1 amm & Cuban ™

“Cubsan?
‘-h

“True Nyt o Rpaniard ever ralsed
a Mpmnish child in Cuba,. We are 'y
bans. Hosa and L | go everywhere, and
the Ngwmnuish officers talk plainly be
fore me  Somebody must be the #yes
and the vars for Coloned llﬂﬂ-

“Cudone! Lojpwr '™ excialmed O'Redlly

Esteban podded

yom understand?
ke het we atv
Ul Yilewms We afe 4l
dare
ha'e

ot
a el el 1)

IR A% YOO wew i

gt |

L8

| v« ¢ ‘'ulaanlpe

Hewa's face. as ahe lowked at the two |

men. was white snd worried For »
time the three of them sat silent | theo
the Americnn said, slowly, “Youll be
shot If you're cnught.”

“Nome ohe must run chancea” Este-
hvan aerred
all Cuba s ablaze. | must do my par.”

*But sconer of later you'll be dis
covered—theti what T persioted (VRell

v

There'll be time enough whepn—*
“What of Homa Y™

At this Question the brother stirred
uneasily and dropped his eyea ('Rell-

iy nid & hand upon his arm.  “You

have o right to jeopardize het aafely.

’ r“hu and | oame W
for out stegmanthed's dierogr

'sh serry we an't invite you

“Sinee |
it your (des to lrritate your stepunoth

|

Your people were Hpan

i

Betehen Ghrugsed. “Whe Lnowe!?|

s uche Cgeta

" rre
“We're Nehting tyranny hltl'rlu her. she had never (et

“I- Oh ' erted Hosa,

It sevctn 'm |

1

And 8t her tone O'Rellly hurried on |

“*These rich men have the most ab
purd ldeas | supprome 'l have 1>
“*Then youu are b oy e sttt Y

-lhlh— « l min
in {ulm That's the whaole tronhile
That'sa why I m hurrying bhome o re
plgn twlore | firvdl ™ NSt daring o
book tiws Long or too deeply into Rosa
Vearvnm » » unt she had taken In
t hwe ruth he walteed staring sl
hin fo ot sttt 0 gind 1t has come
o & shaow 1L ' fan l.'-r‘. vl !
After a
“Will ahe —wr

I'm hepring nies M
vipent ! t o resld
ol you Hima 'l

"y ! Mo
BMOows

e

[1P1ed] her
ot {0,

| R
(e tennded amadeinent
byt - wont
thind LN L

iTiaal all "

\ HI,"
t‘l
amusing of tvarsse

T AL 111 1B ! ‘ P Al LT

o 1 am omaoe Pos
M arrtes! ® )

1 lee

\nhl-l fyBa -

hink | ug's
"\1 ' i
cuf )

'i I" :.I '-""

fidwmly W 108 e
1 v My
sand e Vi) sliiBou

“What Mario de Castana?

..‘-“.,.

(VRetlly laughed with relicf and
though WRosa tried (o look offended,

e

. FaAaw Y L

nekd

fle o ' |

hes
Lut he
oo

"% L f. » .." ’, -

admmittesd

be bhitea!hen

aid l

ol “ail b

Funny | = 11
s i her
rich men

*1 hate
Then ! oy !
ditgdes] himndd saying
. gnow e why | make jove
oy badly Aear it's Y L
atetre  And your'll walt until 1 coine
bah mont yu?¥W

Wil yoa e o
ook !

O Netlly looked deeply pow inlo the
Aark eyes turned 40 his, and found that
al last there was Bo cuguetry in thew

thani ("Fvsayas

= announced Oy HLaly
v he tosnh s @

i'm

vm
f A Saww
R fhentlly
gl irw ]

iriah

very hngY she

Ly

1

“Will You Be Gene—Very Long™ Bhe
Ashed

anywhere—aothing but s  lonesome,
hungr yrarnhing sl with » l‘ld In
coherent esclamation he held out hie
arms Nosa Varona erept Into them
then with a sigh she upturned her lips

L hll

“bU wallt foreser  ahe maid

CHAPTER IV,
Ret/ibution
Although for a loog time Donne fom
bl had heens sury in her onn mind that
her administrador was

evursge o oall him o » rechonlag.
Nevertheless T Coastano's blunt scow
satiom eoupledl with her oWh urg«nt
newds. served to fix her resolution, and
onn the day after the merchant's visit

“Iretdedly | But <1 will settle with

hitm myself ™

Cueto Hfted an admonltory hand, his
fuee allght with the faintest glimmer
of tronle mirth.  “1 couldn’t trust you
to the merctes of that raseal” he sald
'l.htnili’ “No 1 sha!l!l go on as 1 am,
evelh ot a sacrifive o myult I love
v Esteban's ehiddren as my very
own: and you senorms

Isanbel knew that she must win a
compliete victory st once or accept Ir
retrievable defent

“Never '™ she Interrupted, with »a
tone of Boslity. "1 can’'t aceept your
sacrifiowe 1 s et worthy, Kindly
arrange to turn over your books of ac

i@ r coint! Al e

#

The young twan hodded vigoronsly  peeted thing
with the sweetest girl * .L..... his hend

(‘ueto did an unex.
he lnughed shortly and

"Hh* hiny

T'H ]

Ivung Isatw!l was ready to faint and
her o
Viderstand me we part the bhest of
friends despite all 1 have heard against
y ) | do et bl these stofies
|.....‘JI. tell fowr youl l-l--l-n'ﬂ] have &
et es bvenm I w ey sald were
trow, | should forve iy If to bhe lenl-
ent '-lw AL se H' ’Hllf Iﬁ*“'fl'lﬂ fl' "
husband.”

I rome atil) [
-hir hnvye bewn lenlent

FIE

viollew quaversd as ashe wen!

PN

“1t s |
nllll 'Il"

o unk pialnl)y
al i) | have long suspeeted that
v ) 1 thy { his prop
erty with the rest of his yaluabiles and
Bhow hatl you adinit
Iviina Isalwel pee
it Are you madY I nesdls
Qv J U alking alewm Y Her
his braved) shwugl, Lut vhe o
her g oot N ne ! ....-I,
{arting anide
LN R | almes)  “Por 1
An etud to this! | know wihy
for i Yomu think 1 have
hing y Well to be
have Why should | 1l
you and thowme twins lHyve het
i1y mul yndering mohey
oo ahieh you B right?
“Ylave | Lot
wildoe “NorMgmY
“At lemat o better right
Isn t yoou b e 1Y
ttle o plantations
mwipe Tur | have | ! the
Iy OwWn o =w i i»
Jenre
“Iagea' What do you meanl’
“f paid them. The revcipta afe In

(Jewn)n

“'I""l ’I
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W hiat

e Mo

'll*l sha i)

jldl Teel

“I’ 1-'-'!
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than }

9w Limavye D
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*“Heaven ' Such perfdy!
who bnew him "

t 0T have
g 'hat the o
veriedd o the o7
for me You douls
! o the cvirt »
1t 1 trae. Now
lnsstnuath an W

same N haintt

And you

for »

il have

bty Jowmt
(e y o
had 1T et
eh?Y Well ny:
! your wi!] Andg U

fe !

the

i‘l"]"‘l

- T LY

'?.ﬂ'
thets let s he
re 1=t} n must
we hetler ot .
Gur presen! afrangeiients ¥ He stared
phiinking" hie | AENIl 4 m B |
mean 1t s It pot hetter for
» wtetit with what my grnetosity
prodnpts e o give than n
rish ™Min for te:th Ir) gFnsjring o Lomo
murh Y

“The utrage’
all

n'
u *

fﬂl"ll'r

| warrant youl have
it otenling

" ‘1

gromn threwagh )

l‘i'-ri 2 NYuiuite hl? g rihe !”h arly
stefMialiom

“Niekh?Y
fortabd)y o
stilled) mgain N
s & ahexk o Yo \
1y peegeesttion eh?
will think better of 11 In time
are A sendl i Hut now
at last wme endory such confidential fe
lattoms let us have Do IDore of these
tlgera e of emch other
Lot us entirely forget this unplensant
isunderstanding and be the satie
e friends as hefore ™

Having saltd this Pancho Cueto stiwsd
silent & moment In polite expeciancy
thets reewiving bo intelligibhle repl) bie
borm el low and left the rosn

1-- the avaric s Ilnhﬂ.. '“"l {"uwe
to's frank scknowledgment of theft
was maddening and the realization
that ahe wan heijpieoss. Ba) :lrprnulrnt
apen his charity for her Nving fMairly
crucified her proud spdrit

All day she Lrowsded! and Ly the time
ovening came she had worked herenelf
into such o whe

cotild et no dinner Rome Ume during

Well

L L i

bt ron
actunlly

et ety
i et
s doubt my frank ness

) ars
"

tian by

suspl el ot

sinle of nerves tha!

. the course of the evyeling a wild dlen

she sent for the overseer, who at the

tirme was living on one of the plan

tations
Cueto was plainly curious te learn
hy he had been sent for, but since
od no questions. his employer

1
1

came to Isabel Knowing that the man
ager would spend the night hetyeon' !
her roof she planned to kil him. Al
first It seetned a simple thing to do
merely 8 tmatter of & dagger or a pis
tol. while he slept —but further thought
revealed appalling risks and difMcul
tien and she decided to walt.  Polson
was far safer

Constant hrooding over the treasurs
had long sinee affected Donna Isabel’s
hesnin and as 8 consegquence she often
dreamed about (1. She dreamed about
It agnin tonight, and, strangely etough.
her dresins were pleasant.  Nebastian
appeared, but for once he neither
cursed nor threatened her | and Este
ban. whenh he came, Was again the
lover who had courted bher in Ha
bana. It was amazing. delightful
Esteban and she were walking through
the grounds of the quinta and he Was

|

Saturday Merning, Auguet B4th, 1018

dim a

" et
Refore she could half realizse her econ:
dittion she felt herself plunged Into
space. Rhe heard herself scream
hoarsely, fearfully, and knew, too late,
that she was Indeed awnke, Then—
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Esteban Varona sat until a late hour
that night over a letter which required
the utmost eare In Its composition, It
was written upon the thinnest of pa-
per, and when It was Nnished the
writer Inclosed It In an envelope of the
snmme materinl,  Esteban put the letter
in his pocket without addressing It
Letting himself out into the night, he
took  the path that led to the old
sunken garden. He passed close by
the well, and Its gaping mouth. only
half protected by the broken coping
reminded him that he had promised
Hioma 1o eover It with pllllh'l In Its
presetit condition It was a menace (o
animals If pnot to human beings who
were unaware of Its prosence

Neating himself on one of the old
stone benches, the young man it a
clgnrette  and composed himse!f  to
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EByvangellnn made me walt untll dark
1 tel) you we have to be carvful these
days "

“What Is the news?
hear Y

Asensio sighed gratefully as he seat
o Bimself “One hears a great deal,
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For a moment or two they watched
the progrees af the white-rolwsd fNigure
then Esteban stirred and rose from his
smanl “She's ooy tlose o that weil
There " He started forward »a
pace or two. “They say peopie whe
walk st night go mad If they're awak
ened too suddenly, and yet "
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adieep ; fur everything M'l-. Donpa Isabel slipped, or stul-
dark, the air was cold bled, to her knees, she balanced briefly,
grass rose to her knees. | clutching at random while the earth

and crumbling cewent guve way be
neath her; then she slid forward and
disappeared. almost out fram between
Esteban's hands.  There was a nolsy
mttle of rock and pebble and a great
splash far bhelow ;. & chuckle of Hitle
stones steiking the vwanter, then o falnt
hubhling Nothing more. The *Mepaon
stood In his tracke, sick, blind with
horror . he was swaying over the npwen-
ing when Asenso dragged him back.
Pancho Cucto, helng a heanvy sleeper,
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Aenth were suspioious enough to ralse
a question In any mind  but In view
of Esteban s threat he thought It wise
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from his path forever, but to place In
his hands he Voaronae estales
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and bhlowing up g the quitin, detnand
ing to see Hosa withou! s moment s
Aelny. With a directness unususl even
in Mm., I»n Marto hegan

“Hosa my dear. you and Esteban
have heett discovered’' | was at lunch
with the commandante when | learned

the truth. Through friendship | pre-
valled upen him to give you an hour's
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