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The Valley of Delight.
la all probability your first view of
ghe valley of the Yumur will be from
the Hermitage of Montscrrate for 10 s
ghere that the aheros drive you
There you oN eriook the falrest sight In
all Christendotn “the loveliest walle)y
ia the world " as Humbolds ealled 11
for the Yumuri nesties right at your
foet. & vale of pure delight. » glimpwe
of Paradise that bhewiiders the gye and
Blis the soy! with ecsinny
Sunding beside the shrine of Our
Lady of Mountserrate you will see L
gond the cleft through which the river
emerges another hil la Cumbre from
which the view s wongerful and your
ariver mas) tell you abhout the II""‘Ith‘
an that used to grace (s slopes
he goiden days when C‘uban had an
aristocracy  Youn cochero ey poin
OBt & cerialn Erove of orsnge 1rees
now Httle mTe than & rank
and tell you about the quinia of 1w
Bateban Varona and s Mdden treas
gre | abvut Httle Estetaan aen! Hoan the
ewins . and sbout Rebasting the Fiant
slave. who died In fury taking with
him the secred of the well
The Spanish Main is rich in tnles of
treasure trove  for when the Antilies
were most afMuent they wete st e
eure. and men were put o sirange
phifts to protect their fortunes.  Uer
taln homrda ke jewols oA tragie his
tory o te assumed & sort of evil
personality pot Infrequently exercising
a Gire influence over the lives of those
who chanoed to fall ander their spells
2t wus as If the money Were nrcursed,
inly the seehers often eame
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ot Tlosa Varona Hved barely long
enough to learmn that she had given
Mrth o twins s Bsteban, whom
peofile knew &8 & grim wan, ook the
Mow of his sudden Leteasyemen! as be
catne obe of his siroung fber Leaving
the priest upot his khees and the dor
tor busied with the babies he otrode
through the hous and out into the
sunset. followed by the walls of the
glave women

Ism Fsteban was st heart & selfinl
man aud how therefore. he feil & (1)
lenn ferce resentinend gingled with
his grief  What triek was thisd be
prked Limself  What had be done o
guerit suh misfortunet  Had he Bt
made rich giftas to the chureh? Had he
pot knelt and prayed for his wifes
safe delivery and then hung his gifs
ujpron the sacred (TLage as Laoyuia had
bung up his woemprons e tore that other?
counteryart of Our lady? Don Este
han soowied ol the memory. for Uhose
grins were of the Anest

He looked up from
pousings o and = gigantic  bare
'tuth'ﬂ negrn I*III'“I!‘ b f e him
The slave was middie-aged | his kinky
palr was growing grad hut he wes of
puperh  proportions atvd the muscies
which showed through e rents In his
aotion garments were a8 stooth and
supple as those of o stripiing His
"illr‘ fare WAS 'rﬂliﬂﬂ’ with 'Mi

his uthapiy

tionless. siriving o villew

“She was oo .l-l for this world
G was jenlous and took here (o PPars:
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!ﬂl'l and there
black face

share of the secret 10 anyone? Those
Know "

priests and thome doetors, you
“fhe died without speaking.”
“hen 1t rests hetween you and me?"
*It does, unless you have babbled ™
“Master '”  Nebastiab drew himeelf
was real dignity In his
.

“Understand. my whole fortune s
(hete-—everything even to the deeds of
patent for the plantations it 1 thought
there was danger of you betraying me
| would have your toRgUs pulled out
and your eyes torn from their socketa”

The hiack mMan spoke with & sl
plieity that earried convictipn “Times
are unsettied on Kotebnn, and death
comes  without  Warning You are
known to he the richest man in this
provines and these god ernment onficiale
are robbers  Nupjose | should be left
wlome Y What then ¥’

The planter considered for a o
ment  “Well when ) children afe o'd
enough tn hold their tongues they will
have to he told I I'm gone you shall
he the one to tell them Now leave e
lll'll TR . AR tay -[.-*ul of s h "'Hlll‘ -

Kebastinn weht aw okmelensly a8 he
hafl coune UG his wa) back to his QUAT
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“HoY The manager Was pininly
surprised. 1 dida know that ™ After
a momment! he lwgan o Isnugh “And
yoet you pretend i Apnow nothing about
that treasure? Ma' Youre & g =l
gy . Nebmatian and a0 1 am | admire
you Were hoth loyal to our master
eh? DBut now  aboul Evangelina ™
Cueto's face 1ook 08 & eraftier eAjpres
shts  “"Nhe Is & ikely girl, and w hen
she grows up she will he worth more
than you her futher Dront forgs that
Inots Esteban s bhefore nll elae & huel-
ness man e careful thatl sne O
doesn ! ke hiln o ‘--HI ats offer for
your girl that he will forget his pros
ine aid sel) het ™

through the gloom
sell KEvangeline ©

Oueto laughed asloud once Hore -
He would not dare ohY 1 am
only teasing you But see' You have
given yourself aww) Everything Yy
tel] me proves thad Yy know all about
that treasure

“1 know but obe
Aeciared  ifenlug himaelf slowly,
“and that s o he faithful o v B
tebnn ©  He turned and departed, lenv
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ing Pancho Oueto staring after him

in the ‘.1“ following the
nie children and the drath of his
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A poor man Hut
laanbel was not of the sort to he rendily
IMi'd. nllllllll her arts niv] ™o
quetries of bo avall
ruge. and a furious quarrel
the Arst of man) For the
not pest withou! knowing all there WA
1o know about the {reasure

She searched the quinta
w hepever she had & chabew but she
dincovered nothing with
that the mystery began ter engross het
Khe pﬂﬂ‘ iuto the ob
scutest corners, she questioned the
slaves. she lay awake ol pight listening
to Esteban » hreathing. in the hope of
surprising his seered from his dreains
At length a time Eaine when they lived
in frank eamity; when Panbwl
spoke to Bateban except in pronch of
ngert and when Kateban un
L 'y to (saunt his wils
fart that she had heen thwar!
spite her CURRIDE

It was only aatural unders sy |
Sittons that Doans Tsabel shou
v dislike Ber stepchidanen
Lad told her mkl’ that they wou
L hertt whalever fortuns h
As may be Imagin-! she found way
to yent her “h uj='n the 1R ins
sidened hor hatped o as 10 tnee e '.
webwstinn and his duughter at
a ol W (af &6 1D Perees ule Byang
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rat- 1 o sas'at enflure . Bhe laughe
«t me. Well, gour friends shall lnugh
.‘ . wig *

‘ilenee I rommanded Yateban

“Hell her, op"

Withou: walting (0 hear her threat
Fatetmn tomsed his Arms above hie
Lead and fed from the P, b uuging
Limsell into the wpddle bhe spurred
town the Bt and through the LowE to
(e Casino de Bapanol, w hery he spent
(he night at eards with the Spanish of
fAcinis  Put he @i Bt sell BEvangeiina

I the duys that follow ed man) LR
lur scenes occureed, And as fsteban’'s
hotne e grew IDOFe anhappy his dinsd
e thons (noressed Hle Arank and gais
sled henvily | he brought his {ricinls 1O
the quinta with him. and strove to for
get dotaestic unjlensaRtness 1 Dok ot o
pus revelry
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“$Sio Lo your Pooms m) sweethearts
iwm Fstelan Aireeted

“We want Evangelina Mhe bhelonge
IR L stubbrnly

Iwus Patiin shooh with laughtvr o'
Mhe helongs to you ob? And I'm o
boere pabibiee) of my winnings Very well
then ouine g give e & hisa helly of
Yol and ') sew what "anh b istae

But the children saWw that I 'ab
was stranbgvy ﬂrlllir-| that
his magnifeent
wine . therefure

I'I' ] 'l!'r-fu“"l

his vYes wetey wild a il
toem ol with
they hung back

“Y om won your bet fairly © Esteban
grow led at hiim “ay no heed to theee
bam Pod e

“Feangelina Is oure” the little ohes
hravely v |ﬂlr~l|

Ihen Their TAther exphowied “The
devi) Am 1 dreaming? Where hawe
Rl om o] 1o Ofawne me? Hack to
y ot bhexds bhoth of you Newing them
hesitnte he homsted for his wife “Hao,
there '  Isabel WYy pove! Come put
(hese Imps o rest,  OF must 1 teach
thetn manners with my paim? A foe

Are they ta be allowed

Mere mention of thelr stepmother's
name was e ough tor Rosa and Este
© ey stittiod away W8 fast as
they eould go, and when Doona Isabel
eame o their
hemn in thelr beds,

ek WAl

|

AU soREs” some Ghe ehided hon |

roins, & few penents

- saw how crnched and

eotablishmen(Y’ he inquired
haps you value this wetich at mere
mmmum;unmwm
say that | cheated you."
She's only an ordinary girl.
doesn't ke her, and 8o 1 d»
o get rid of her, Mhw s
yours, fairly enough” Varona told him.
“Then send her to my house. "
heoed her to Balvador, my cochero
Hie's the strongest Inab 1 have”
Sebastinn uttered o strangled ery
and rose to hin feet, “Master! You
must pot—"
“Silenee '™

ordered  Estetmn, “o

about your business What do you

menn by this, anyhow v

Hut Sebastinn, desed of mind and
sick of soul, went on anheeding  “Nhe
s my girk. You promised me her froe
dom. | warn you-—"

“EhY'  The pianier gwnyed forward
and with biaziug eyes surveyed his
slave. “You warn me? (M whatY I
‘fnl’lﬂl.

At this moment nelther master nor
mae kuew ogactly what he sald or did
sohmstian raised his hand on high In
reality the gesture Was meant to eall
heavyeli As W witness 1o his Years of
fuithful serview hut misconstruing his
intent. Pablo Veza Lrought his riding
whip down rons the old man s Imck
crying

“IHo' None of that”

A shulder ran through Sebastian s
fratw Whir'ing he wel 2ol I v 'ab
lo's wrist and tore the whip from his
Althvmugh the Hpaniard was A
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of his suffering»

Notne e Juring the afternoon the
negry heard b et addrossed throagh
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you

“How murh?

have hasps and  staples;
precious meta) and little paper pack
ages of getus, all ted up and hidden 10
lenther bage”

“Yeu'! Glo on”
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knows they must have coie
thiey nre henutiful
penris from the Caritbhhean as large o

Cplams”

“Are you speaking the truth?”

“Ind 1 not make the hiding place ull
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as 1 el you and more The granis of
title from the rowg for this gquinta
and the sugnr plantations they are
Mere ton  Don Esteban used (o fear
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