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Catholic Ceater
320 Catliedral Sticet
“Baltimore, Marsland 21201
(A1) 32729777 ’
Office of the Archbishop June 17, 1977
p

Mr. Edward C. Papenfuse
State Archivist and Cormmmissioner
of Land Patents
P.0O. Box 828
* Annapolis, Maryland 21404

Dear Mr. Papenfuse:

Allow me to acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 8 agreeing
to the conditions stated in my letter of June 3 relative to rnicro-
filming our parish records. I am only too happy to clarify the
points you raised.

You are quite correct in noting that my understanding is that access
to records less than 100 years old is being restricted. In fact a
clarification is needed here as well. The records which are being
restricted are not those concerning marriages and deaths but only
baptismal records. The purpose of this restriction is related to
such matters as adoption and illegitimacy.

Permission is readily granted to have a member of your professional
staff examine reels of film containing restricted records for a search
of records dating before 1877 on an individual request basis. ‘It is
understood that these reels will not be available to the public. You
may sell to the Maryland Historical Society those reels which contain
restricted as well as unrestricted records only if they are able to
guarantee the same understanding. - y

Hoping.that this presents any clarification needed, I 2am-

Sincerely yours,

Yl D J2Sorn

Archbishop of Baltimore
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St. Michael Parish
Frostburg

St. Michael was established as the first Roman Catholic Parish in Frostburg in
1852. Until that time Catholics in the area were served by priests from St.
Patrick Church at Mount Savage which, at that time, included Frostburg (then
called Mount Pleasant). About 1850 Father Michael Slattery was sent to
Frostburg, where he first held Mass in local residences. Arrangements were
soon made for the purchase of the abandoned Highland Hotel, a large building in
the center of town. This structure was remodeled: part was used as a church
and part as a rectory. After Father Slattery left St. Michael in 1860 the
parish again became a mission of St. Patrick in Mount Savage. For a few years
the Redemptorist Fathers from Cumberland took charge at Frostburg, and by 1868
the old church structure was replaced by a brick and stone ediface. Set in the
midst of a growing mining and railroad community the parish continued to
expand. A pastoral residence was built on the site of the former hotel and
cemetery land was purchased on McCulloh's Hill.

Baptismal and Marriage Register, 1852-1871
Baptisms, 1852-1871, pp. 1-277 partial index
Marriages, 1866-1871, pp. 278-286
Pew Book, 1861-1864, pp. 287-302
Creditors of Church, 1853-1857, pp. 303-306, 309
Subscribers to Church, 1857, p. 308
Invested Persons, n.d., pp. 311-315
Baptismal Register, 1871-1889

Baptismal Register, 1883-1910
Baptismal Register, 1889-1892
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Baptismal Register, 1889-1901
Baptismal Register, 1901-1910
Baptismal Register, 1911-1924
Baptismal Register, 1924-1949

Baptismal Register, 1949-1960
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Baptismal Register, 1961-1984 Index
Marriage Register, 1871-1913 Partial Index
1871-1893, pp. 1-80
1896, 1898, pp. 127-131
1900-1903, pp. 132-156
1904-1908, pp. 170-191
Marriage Register, 1908-1946
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Marriage Register, 1946-1984

Record of Internments, 1920-1984
List of Clergymen serving St. Michael, 1946-1968

Confirmations, 1868-1940
Confirmations, 1943-1966
Confirmations, 1975-1984
First Communion, 1923-1983
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Baptismal and Marriaye Register, 1852-1871
Baptisms, 1852-1871, pp. 1-277 Partial Index
Marriages, 1866-1871, pp. 278-286
Pew Book, 1861-1864, pp. 287-302
Creditors of Church, 1853-1857, pp. 303-306, 309
Subscribers to Church, 1857, pp. 308

Invested Persons, n.d., pp. 311-315
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