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take it, and confequcntlv the debtor would thcrcby
be. relieved. .

‘Butthe combined preffure of debts and “taxes
boré fo hard upon thig’debtor, that we conceived
fome fure and. certain relief ‘ought, if pofiible, to
be devifed and-udopted. Our:courts of ju[’dcc, it
appeared, .weredilled ‘with lawduits, -and it was ge-
nerally admitted that there:was ot enough.of gold
and filver to pay taxes, muchlefs'to pay both taxgs
and private debts. * In deliberating on the: -fubjedt
we: found it both - delicat¢ and dificulci - Whife vé
felt -a real concern for the: debtor, whole diftrefs
was in.many inftances)occafioned by.the calamitiés
of the: late. war, .and heightened immediately on
the'peace by theneceffary impofition of heavytaxes;
to pay off the ratioriab déBt-conteadted during the
war; we.could’ not.but be-fenfible at the fame time
of - the critical! fituation of the icreditor, whofebens
gagements:- and; profpeéts: might: be:defeatedbbya
{ufpenfion ‘of idebts, . The trehaty:too was z chrowme
ftance which vqry ;’nuch embarra.ﬂ‘ed andperplexed
s, 0 o 3 fs

.On_a review of our 1mvsas thhc legabrcmcay
th_e creditor had agamﬁ the debtor, we fouad.he:Had
his ele@ion to take the body. of ihis debtory ‘orilis
Jands, goods and chattels. . If he took his execu-
tion againft the property of the debtor, thetlaw
authorized <an -appraifement of +it on ocath,- ‘and
obliged him to take ‘the property at fuch appraife:
ment, but the elc&xon as to-fpecies of propcrtynm
! given



