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frpument fake, that it was proper in our commercia! conduét,
1o forger the benefits we bd received from one nation, and
the injuries we had {uffered from the other, dnd that intercft
alone ought to be our govering principle, expertence, will
' perhaps tcach us, that even in that view, the trade we com-
menced with Great-Britain, will not fland the teft.

It was one of the great oppreflions that we formerly laboured

under that we were obliged to trade with Great-Britain alone,
under all the difadvantages, which that power thought proper
to impofe,
* Hence arofe the confignment bufinefs, the moft ruinous that
could be devifed for the people of this State :—Yet the very
moment that we had become free, while the traces of our pait
fufferings muft have been frefh in our .ainds, we cagerly
adopted the fame mode of traffic, and involved ourlelves in a
fituation, which it will now be difficult to change or amend. -
~_This conduét was, doubtlefs, highly conducive to the intereft
of thofe, who, by their conne&ions, could get on the right fide
of the bufinefs, and it was not furprifing to find them dedlainie
ing on‘the advantages of it.

A popular and forcible argument in its favor, was, that
thofe who made the fitft effavs in coniignments, received a
greater price than thofe who fold in the country. ,
~ Suppofing the fatt to be generally true, feveral reafons
might be afligned for it, the force of which are probabiy felt

by the people at prefent. .

From the gencral eagernefs of the planters to confign their to-
bacco, little encouragement was given to purchafers, who were
fure in almoft every inftante, to get tobacco of the moft inferior

-quality, while the beft crors, were fhipped to the Englifh mec
chants. It was the interelt of thofe merchantsto give fuch prices
in the beginning, as would encourage liberal confignmen:s, and
fecure a fufficient run ofbyfinefs, That once eftablifhed—
the caule was removed,—the planters became in the power of
the merchants,—and were treated as they deferved.

As an inftance to thew how far the balance of trade is againft
us, let us advert to the payment of the duties, which the
planter will find, whether for the tobacco he exports, or the
goods he receives, fall on him alone.

The prefent alt, by promoting a proper degree of care in
the preparation of tobacco, and guarding againft the impofi-

tions, -




