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tomprehending more different {pecies, than perhaps cama
within the knowledge of the generality of planters.—This al-
teration was warmly patronized and oppofed, and a variety
of arguments were adduced on both fides of the queftion,

In favor of the different columns 1t was urged that foreigners
would be encouraged to purchafe, from a knowledge of the
particular kind of tobacco which wag offered for (galc, more
efpecially as the different European markets required tobacco
of very various qualities.

With refpelintg this argument, it muft be acknowledged,
that the want of foreign purchafers, which had been one
caule of the very general confignments from the State, was an
objett which required the moft fpeedy and effeftual remedy.

On the other fide was objefted the inconvenience which
would refult to the planters, efpecially thofe of the lower or-
der, many of whom, were under the neceflity, of packing in
onc hogfhead, tobaccoes of very different qualities, the whole
produt of their labour and induftry.

Another inconvenience was fuggefted :——The difficulties
which would arife in the payment of rents and other contrafts
In tobaeco, which, without a previous agreement, could not
polhibly be fettled to the falisfagion of the parties, when noies
were to be given for tobacco of fo many different fpecies.

This objetion was partly obviated by an amendment pro-
pofcd by the Senate, limiting a time for the commencement

of the at.—The amendment however was not received, and -

after conliderable debates, there appeared to be a neceffity for
paffipg the law in the form, in which it now ftands, which,
cxce’;;t in the article I have already mentioned, and the mode
»of appointing inlpeftors, does not differ very materially from

. the former regulations. 7

With regard to this, gr great ﬂarrlc commodity, it would
be well if the people, without the afliftance of the Legiflature
would pay a proper attention to their own intereft, '

This certainly di@ates, that the greateft degree of care fhould
be ufed in its preparation; but it 1s probable that not only the
negled of this precaution, but the want of commercial know-

- dedge, has been the means of rendering it at prefent of fo liule

value,
I'am led to thefe refle@tions, by confidering the condu& of

‘the people fince the eftablifhment of peace,—Admitting for
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