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prefentions they exceeded the mark—ard ty afkirg for toe
muck, laid a vers nzund foundation for the fae which
his caufe efiervavcy met with, . ..

The voonly fice u.e p9>_gc, althcugh firuggling with
rany dafoties, have wr cuuitediv confoled themfelves with
tac icficltion, thettacy were e fuirje@ts of a free and inde-
jeraent frate—What then mu® pe thesr feelings when th
wre.toid thatthey were deceived P—1 hat they arc {Lil} tribue
tary to Mr. Hatford,—and that the payinent of quit-rents to
Lim as formerly, isan obligation fiom which they cannot
befreed, and anecefiary cordition on which they are io hold
their lands, -

That lavvers (aDing merely as lawvers) fhould in thie ex-
ercfe of 1i.er profelhion, dehiver fuch an opinion, is not to
b wondered at: but it muft excite our lurprife and concem
to find thy feveral members of the Houfe of Delegates, and
fuine of them of the greasft wb.iines arg wtegnity, entertained
the [ame fentiments,

Our concern on this occafion, can only be leflened by re-
fl-€ing on the very different cpinien which prevailed in the
Serate, the mebers of which unanimoufly rejeted the pro.
poled conference, for reafons whach were ﬁrongly and fatis.
faBorily exprcfled in their m-{lage, '

It would be injuftice not 1o ¢ tate, thatit is probable, their

unanimity on this (ubje was, ira great meafure, dceafioned

by the clear and convinging manner 1n which Mr, T, Stone
(2 member of the Senate) ftated tise 1cal fitnation of Mr. Har.

ford, and r1efured the artful redonine which had been dife
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plaved by his ceunlel, before 1ie Houte of Delegates, .

Iflarier myfeif I {hall not po n-gular in oblerving -that the
decifion of the Senate on this fibjclt refle@ted the higheft
honor on there, <With 1 Ipeit 1o the condué of the Houle of
Delrgates, the peaple at larze will be the propereft judges ;—
Iha't oulv remark, that bis bufinefs was condutted with
it civ more willings ofs and a'tention, than was afterwards
fhever s fubichts moie deferving of i, ‘ .

The avention ol the Alleirhly was ahout this time, taken
U with petiten: from fuudry inhabitants of the State,
praving an iminediare. or gradual aholition of flavery,
which, on a divijon of the Houle of Delegates, were rejebted
by 32 againil 24,
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