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If we confider rightly the prevalence of intereft in mankine
we may readily conclude, that men of ability will feldor
devote themfelves to the public fervice, to the prejudice
sheir own affairs, Nor s it neceflary that they fhould ; fo
were they altuated mercly by public virtue, however the
might be fatisfied with the con{cioufnefs of it themfelves, the
would feldom find, that cven the gratitude of their country
kept pace with their exertions.

t is certain thatfalaries apparently the moft enormous, ma
ultimately become advantageous to a government, by promotin
energy in its different departments.

But it is a fatality attendant en great economifls, that they
are feldom able to penetrate far into caufes and effeéts, and
believe it may be cafily demonftrated on a culculation, tha
the debates on encreafing or diminifhing falaries a few pounds
muft generally create an expence much more confiderabls
than the fum in difpute.

About the fame time a bill was brought in to fettle and pay
the civil lift, which underwent feveral difcuflions belore :
pafled, and probably was not then fatisfatory to all the officer.
of government,

The falaries of the members of the Council feem to be fixed
on the lowelt {cale, and as they have icretofore been much
more liberal, it may be worth while to inquire by what mean:
they have become fo peculiarly the objett of that economy,
which has of l3te prevailed in our appointments. An
opinion I believe has gone forth, that the powers of the Coun.
cil, and even of the Governor, are extremely confined, and
many perfons look upon the former as almoft an uineccflary
eftablifhment.

“With refpeét to this opinion, T may venture to affirm, that
whoever examings our conftitution, will fird the powers of the
Council, fo.various, and conficerable, as to require men of
great ability, and the moft firm integrity for their exccution,

The appointment of various officers, which is placed in
their hamys, is certainly an obje@ of greater maznitude than
is commonly fuppofed, and if 1t is judged expedient to allow
liberal falaries to any officers of government, with a view of
rendering them independent, and above the reach: of tempta-
tion, a moment’s refleftion on the duties of the Council, n.cft
fhew the propriety of extending the principle to them,
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