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the fest of the college, and there is no doubt but that the
buildings will be carried on with the fame zeal and alacrity
which have hithertg born up this infunt feminary againit all
the plots and machinations of its many enemies and oppofers,
. To a perfon who maturely confiders the great and ftriking
advantages-of literature, the evident deBciency of inftitutions
for its promotion in this State, ind the manifeft neceflity of
cultivating and improving the minds of our ¢itizens—it will
appear furprizigg, thatany plan for its encouragement, how-
ever defeftive; thould meet with oppofition, and that the
rcprcfcntativcs of the people fhould hefitate 2 moment to adopé
a mealure, {o extremely conducive to their own welf2re and
" that of their.pofterity. .
" The Plan E)r the eftablifhment of the Weftern-Shore college
#s certainly founded on the moft liberal and beneficant prin-
i:iplcs-—No religious {e& is preferred, and even in the ﬁrx ay
ointment of agents, there 15 2 junttion of an Epifcopal, Pref-
terian and Reman Catholic Clergyman, dnaffociation which,
in the dark and #lliberal ftate from which we have emerged, the .
hand of powar would have forbid,even if thefeveral Profeffors
tould have been cordially reconciled,—Yet we find that this ac-
commodating expedient was not fufficient.—The [pirit of party.
was not yet extinguifhed, and it appeared that the Prefbyterians
in particular, chofe rather to withhold the advantages of gene-
ral education from the State, than to promote them on a plan,
which might poflibly tend ta {trengthen the intereft of their an-
cient enemies. Al leaft this fentiment was publicly attributed to
thein in the Houfe of Delegates, and confidérable hints were
dropped of an ungenerous affociation of that fe€t in other
-States, to damp the progrefs of this inftitution. :
Some objcftions were alfo made en account of the fituatim
of the people, and their inability to engage in fuch expenfive
undertakings, and a cry was raifed among the vulgar, tharit
was burtliening the goor to contribute to the educatior of the
rich, who would alene derive the advantage and ought aloas
to fupport the expence, ‘ ¥
Thefe objettians, however, were ealily overruled ;. the waht
of learning and knowledge was too apparent: throaghout tio -
State, and it was well obferved by one of the ‘mcm%)cré; that |
even in that houle, fuch inftances wete too frequeat -to-admit
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