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duties, rather than fubmit to the difgraceful and galling yoke
of Grcat-Br’uain; even was the burthen much heavier, we
hopg the alternative wou'd fcarce be balanced in the minds.
of our conftituents ; and we are fatisficd a wife effeltual ap-
plication of part of the profits cf their property, not only to
tecure the remainder from rapine and plunder, but their
dives, liderty, and charaller, from ruin, will never be a
caulz of dilcontent. ™ ' ' |

They have been appealed to on the fubje@ of confifcating
Britifly’ property, and we may faitly conclude that they Jo
not‘cx[‘.eft,. at this ftage of the war, that property to be ap-
plied to carry it ‘on, which atr ifs comm:encement was not
confidered as lisble to be appropriated o any fuch ufe.

"W hall have no objeflion hereafter, when time and cir -
cumftances will admit, to cftablifh an ofiice to enguire into
and afertain what lands, lying within this ftute, are vacan:,
sot Lzid ouz, and unappropriated, which did belong to the
late proprictary, in, virtue of his feigniory on!y ; and fhall te
willing, on the f2id lands ‘being difcovered and laid vut,
apply them on jaft termnz, in cifcherge of the enzagements
oi this 'ftate to the officers and foldiers who mav de earitica
to the ‘{ame, in conféquence of promifes heretofore made.

» . . - ) .
. This we fhall have time to do, ii no other lands are appre-
K ) §

priated to this purpole, before the perivd for fulitlling cu:
engagement arrives.

We ‘have well weighed and confidered the queliiore,
vrhich 2rife on the bill fent us, and which we réjeded, and
the miorg we refl=@, the fronger appeur the arguments in
fupporz of our conduét, and the principles vpon which our
bill was grounded. We have no repugnance to pafs any
law affcChing the property réferred to in your bill, which
can in any manuer be reconcilable to vur ideas of jultice,
and are extremely willing and defirous to give every atiiit-
ance ‘in our powsr for effe@ually and refolutely fupporting
the ciufe of our country, to the finul fuccels of which no-
thing will more contribute “than harmony among thofe who
are tq, couduét the public councils; this we fhall always be
happy 16 cultivate and improve, “nar fhall we cver afford
juft.ground; for its interruption. - But' we hope it is not ex-
pected, that to obtain this harmony and good underitanding,
we, mult tamaly zcquiefce in and fubmit to cpinions and

: b mcaluces,



