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Breaft, znd thefe are truths and maxims, cpaiicable as we
conceive to the prefent queftion and to ths jretfons whom
your bill would have tiripped of their property, without trial,
or notice. GGovernment was inflituted for the hzppinels an.
jrotetion of individuals, compofing focicties ; the people
have therefore a righe, to forin fuch ygovernment, as they
think will mott effcétually fecure their happinefs and anfwet
tae purpofes of their creation; and when the fupreme mi-
giftrace prefiding over feveral territories, united under one
gavernment, 2ttempts to deprive the prople inhabiting fome
prt or parcel of tho® territories, of that liberty and fafery,
the laws of God and nature entitle them to, and that pro-
perty, ‘whizh by their indufiry, they have acquired, the
peopls whofe rights are invaded, are bound by moral duty, to
relill fuch auempt, and if perfifted in, to dilcard tuch un-
worthy magiftrate, for perverting the ‘purpofes of his ap-
poititinznt, and®o eftablith fuch conititutions, as wifdom
and regard to the happinefs of the members of fuch diftrict
or tertitory dictate, without deffroying any rights acquired
antecedently to fuch revolution, the peticflion and enjoyment
of which, arc (ompatible with the fafety and happ.nef;
of fuch focizty. Wlhen the idea of acquiring and bolding
property is admitted as a neceliary confequence of civil fou-
ciety, it feems to follow mott cvidently, that property once
acquired ought not to be taken away, vnlels the hoider tranl-
gredes fome kuown law inflifling this purifhiment, or un-
les the holding fuch property 15 incumpativie with the
fafety of the foziety.

Althengh the pecple, under the circuaftances mentioned,
have a right to alter the form of their govgrnnent, and ta
clablifh 1 new one, if the pinciplc we have ajduced be not
admitted, a contrary yule or principle muft be adepted, and,
upon every change or alterazion of the governuncent, all pre-
cedent right to property wiil he extinguithed, and cvery in-
divilual letr at large to feizs that which before the revolu-
tion belonged to his neighbour, a pofitiop too extravagant,
dangerous, and inconfiftent with the happinefs of mankind,
1o be admitted either in thevry or practice.  When the king
and paslizment of Great-Britain, ! conjun&ion with and
aided by a majority of the Britifh nation, commenced hofti-
lities againft America, we wers all {ubjefts of the fame go-

vernmeat,




