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removed, without confidering the confticution and jaws as
things without meaning or efhicacy,
The principle of your bill is alfo unjuftifiable, in as much
25 1t divefis of their property, without notice, that clafs of
perfans, who refided before the commen~ement of hoftilities,
between thefe ftates and Great-Britain, in fome of thofe
parts of the Britith dominions which were not in the union
with us.  Thefe perfons had f2irly, legally, and for a valua-
tle confideration, acquired private rights, under the faith of
the fame laws "and government, from which oyr rights of
property are derived. © What crime haye they committed
deferving of fo fevere a puithment ? Was it criminal in them
to remain in Great-Britain, “or place of their nativity, and
long refidence, "at that period of time, when they could
neither forefee, or even apprehend a feverance between thefs
ttates and Great-Biitain ?. Wag ¢ not r;zz*cr their misfor-
tune, than crime, to be confined from ¢ eir birth, their
bufinefs, or conneions, toa country ruled by a king thirft-
ing after arbitrary powery, and aided jn his defigns by a pro-
fligate miniftry, " and more profligate parliament, at a time
when thofe mad and wicked defigns were carrying into exe-
cution? The difficulty and danger, real or apprehended, of
qQuitting a country in time of war, and reforting to its enemy,
muft occur to every man capable of the fmalleft refle@ion, -
Hope too that difappointments, difgrace and defeats, would |

.

at length open the underftanding .of 2 wicked, or mifguided
prince, and di‘cover the folly of his proje@s, and incline
him to reftore peace to his diftra&ted dominions, befors the
breach became tocurable, and a coalition between 1he two
countries impraflicable, might have induced them to Ccon=
ticue in the ufual place of their refidence, eflpecially as no
public order was ever iffued, éommanding their repairing
to the ftate, under the penalty of forfeiting their propercy in
itin cafe of difobedience. Such is the force of equity and
juftice, that the human heart, even in oppolition to appirent -
interefts, ryuft filently at leatt approve of arguments flowing
from fuch pure fources; natural equity di€tages that no man
thould be condemned, and punifthed unheard; that ever
man ought to be prefumed innocent, till proved guitey,
Thefe are truths, which no fubtleties, no refentmeats, no

mifconceived utility can ever eradicate from the human
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