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Tubje@s of this ftate, and whatever might be the rule before
thefe alts pafled, they now make the law of the land, and
cannot be departed from, without aling in fuch an incon-
fiftent manner, as we apprchend, would ftrike at the dignity
of legiflature, and involve the imputation of our confidering,
certain perfons, as our fubje&s, for the purpoles of punith-
ment, and burthen, and at the fame time as Britith fubjedls,
forfeiting the very property burthened, upon their tenure of
which, as fubje&s of this ftate, the right to punifh is found-
ed. Thefe ubfentecs, our 1aws confider as fubjeéls of this
flate; bcing fubje&ls, a law to deprive them of their eftates,
for their paft condud, however culpable, cannot as we con-
ceive be reconciled to that conftitution, which we have
fworn to maintain, and will moft religioufly fupport, which
reprobates in the ftronget terms, and upon the beft prin-
ciples, every idea of a retrofpective law. 'Thefe peoplc are
Imall in number, and cannot poflibly have any influence in
this ftate ; none of thofe, who have a&ed againft us, would
dare to retuin and hazard a trial under our law, if
notice was given them in the manner propofed by our bill;
efpecially as even an acquittal would reftore them to an .
eftate, incumbered with a treble tax, which they could only
hold by taking the oath to our government, and they would
be farther ‘dif%inguilhcd from the more virtuous citizens of
the ftate by .an incapacity to cle@, or be cleéted into any
office whatfoever. Thefe burthens and teftriCtions, “with
the refleftion, that their condu@® would be narrowly watch-
ed, would ever prevent their being dangerous, fhould any
of then, urged by want, or ftruck with penitence, come to
this country under an a& upon the principles of our bill.
WVe have not the fmallzft attachment to the abfentees, or any
of them, on the contrary, we do and fhall for ever reprobate
and detefty a defertion of this country, and our virtuous:
caufe, cither from motives of bafe fear, or more criminal
attachment to” tyranny; but however ftrong our refentment
may be againft the vices of thefe men, We cannot commit
a violation of our conflitution to puhifh them, nor can we

alling under it deny juftice to the meaneft wretch.
Thele are objedtions to your bill fo far as it would affec
the ablentees; objeQions, which we conceive, cannot be
: removed,




