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chief, to be by him fent to the commander ¢i the Britith ur-
my at New-York, and aifo to tranfmit copies to our dele-
yates in eongrels, to be by them fent to the minifter of the
%nitcd States in France, with requeft that he nay tranfnit
the fame tuo Great-Britain, to the end that all who may be
thereby affected have notice thereof,

¢« Ry the fenate, Apnl 13, ¢« By the houfe of delegates,

¢ 1780 : Read the firlt time and ¢ April 18, 1780 : Read the firtt

¢ ordered to lic on the table, ¢« time and oirdered to lic on the
‘¢ By order, « table. By order,

« H. Kiocery, clk. ¢ [, Green, clk,
¢ By the fenate, April 17, 1780: ¢ By the houfe of delegates, April
¢t Read the fecond time and will  # 19, 1780: Read the fccond
¢ pals, ¢ time by efpecial order and will

¢ By order, ¢ not pafs. By order,
“ H, RipGery, clk.” “ F.GREEN, Cik’

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, May g, 1780
May it pleafe your HoNouRs,
T HE rejedtion by your honours of the bill to confifcate
. the property of our encmies to the ufe of the ftate, fubjeét to
the difpofition of the ceneral affembly, has involved thy
houfe in very great dificulties.  Your honours having of
fered Yo reafons for your negative, we ftill retain our fermu
opinion, both with refpect to the jultice and policy of tht
mealure,  We are {ully fatistied, that the feizuie of Britil
preperty is fupported by the law and prattice or civililed nr
tions. We intended to remo¥e every objeélion to the paf;
fage of the bill, and therefore declingl to draw any line«
afcertain what perfons are Britith fubjcas ; and were wilhin
to leave the éetermination of that queftion to the judicid
power. e omitted to mention the abfentees in the Dbill,
and unlefs by the law of nations or the common law, the
can be confidered as Britifh {ubje&s, they would not be 3
fe@ted by our bill; which only confifcated the property @
the fubjeéls of that nation. As your honours, at the la.
feflion, “exprefled yourfelves greatly averfe to the fale of Br
tifh property, we have given no rcafon by the prefent bills
conclude we intended to difpofe of it, and in our meffage (o
. the 12th of April-laft) we informed your honours, that
was pot the intention of this houfe to difpofe of any part
05 «ha- e two hovfes fhould agree to fell as perild

Pt

A

)



