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negle&ting to make fuch eleCtion reiinquith 2il claims of
right to property within this ftace:

Be it therefore enaled, by the General Affembly of Maryland,
That the property both real and perfonal (debts excepted)
of all Britith fubjeéls, refidents in Great-Brntzin, and of all
perfons, formerly inhabitants of Maryland, who fince the
fourteenth day of Auguft, in the year {eventeen hundred and
feverty-five, withdrew from and deferted the defence of this
country, in the prefent juft and neceffary war, who fha}l no:
come to this ftate on or before the firit day of May, in the
year feventeen hundred and eighty-one, and within twenty
days after fuch coming as aforefaid, fhall not take and fub-
fcribe the oath of fidelity and fupport to this {tare required by
law, fhall, from and immediately after the expirstion of
twenty days from the faid firft day of May, feventeen hun—
dred and eighty-one, be taken, vefted in, and poflefled by
commiflioners to be appointed by the legiflature, and be by

g7t fuch commiffioners held and poffefled as a pledge and fecurity
%1 that juftice be done by the king of (reat-Uritain and his
B {ubjclls towards this ftate and the fubjz&s thereof. '

And be it enalted, That the profits of the eftates and prr;-
perty fo to be taken and pofleficd, fhall be by fuch commmil-
fioners annually paid into the treafury of this ftate, to be ap-

§ plied to fink and pay fuch part of the bills of credit to be if-

Il.xcd in confequ_cncc of the refolves of congi'cfs of the
eighteenth day of March, feventeen hundred and .cighty, as

Bl may be the jufl proportion of this flate.

And be it enafled, That the faid cftates and property, as

| aforefaid, taken and poflefled, fhall be kept by fuch com-

miflioners, and the profits thereof applied as a‘oiefaid, vntil
the end of the _prelent war, or until the expiration of fix
years from the eighteenth day of March, feventeen hundred
and elghty, and if the prefent war fhould not end within fix
years from the faid cighteenth day of March, then the faid.
cftates and property thell and may be fold, and the produck
thereof applied to the difcharge and payment of %11 debts and
dcmandg, according-. to the true ﬁcrling value t)hereof, due
and owing by the king of Great-Britain and bis {ubjects to-
this ftate, or the fubjes thereof, and the furplus be applied
to the payment and difcharge of fuch of the bills @ ¢ credit a-
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