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preliminary at all, let the ftates make it. But your honours may
reft fatisfed, thac as che general intereft is concerned, the flates
will net wake it a preliminary.

From thefe principles we muit conceive, that the fears and ap-
prehenfions of your honours are groundlefs ; we have fhewn that
your reafonings are fo, for, through the whole of the meflage,
every fentence is at variance with the reft, and, if wc grant what
you fuppofe in the one cafe, it deftroys what you fuppofe in the
other, 4

There are feveral other matters in your meffage (foreign to the
quettion, and which we thiid ought to have been omitted) that
deferve our animadverfion, but we fhall conclude. )

We do not think it neceflary to fend you a bill to prevent the
Temoval or tracsfer of Britith property.  The law of nations will
be as good a fecurity as any law we could poffibly ottain your zf-
fent to. Whoever aticmp:s te remove or purchafe, wiil be anfiver-
able to tiie flate.

Tur an,vémr appeal is now made to our corftituents, We are
both bound*by what they fhall determine. If the people think the
right of feizing und confifcating Britith property is not juttified by
the law ot nature and nations; if they thould determine that policy
forbids the exercife cf the right at this time; or if they fhould ke
of opinion, that they can pay, by taxes, 14,220,000 dollars in nine
months, or if unable they fhould prefer the fale ot their own pro-
perty before that of their cremies, this houfe will comply with
their defire ; but if they fhouid coincide with us in opinion, we
flatter ourfelves your honours will not oppufe the voice of your
country, and ftand between them and their enemies, and proteét
their pfoperty frem fale, to aflit us in profecuting the war.

As our conflituents will haye time to exprefs their fentiments,
and to give their inftru@ions before the firft day of March next,

this houfe intend to adjourn to that day.
' By otder,
Jo DUCKETT, cl. ho.del

By the S L N A T E, December 50, 1774.
GenTLEMEN, )
TO your.long meflage of this Jday, by. Meflieurs Sprigg and
Bigkhead, on the fubjeét of confifcaticn, fert us at the moment al-
moft when beth houfes expedted to rife, we prefume you do not
look for an anfwer. Decency, however, requires, that we ac-
knowledge the receipt, and that it has been read. Circumftances
do not allow us to fay more than what in juftice to ourfelves we
are conflrained to fay, that we remark fomc mifreprefentation,
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