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orated writer on the law of natiors, has fhewn, ¢¢ that the rigour
of that lav is much fottened in this very point, by prefent ufuge
and pronice.” If dhey belong to the crown of Greut Britain, as
trnitee tor the nation, s we conceive, and will be called Rritith
prop.tty, the congzefs, fhould they adopt the fame way of think-
:ag with your horowrs, will not be willing to corfifcate it, as it
may bs made a preliminary article of the peace, that it be fecured,
or at lezt} the tul! value of it, to the original owners.” Nay, {f
they thould nee adopt the fentiments of your honours, but be
willing to confifcate it, yet will there not be danger, in the opi-
nion of your honcurs, that as in the msan time the ¢ title muft be
doubttul, and the purchafe invidious,” engreflers and fpeculators
will buy 1t up, and depreciste the currency Rill more; For, as
yeur honturs woeld fuppafe, the more readily money will buy
laad, the more evidently it is depreciaied.  But it lies upon your
Loncurs, who have flarted thefe d:fficulties in the one cate, to re-
10lvz them in the other.  For with regard to the prelimirarv, of
which your honcurs are fo apprehenfive, if it is made a piiiminary
with repard to the property in queti.on, will it not alfo be made a
pre.inunary with regurd to the beck lands, which have beionged
to the crown and people of Great-Brirain ¢ Nay, will it rot more

probatly Le made a preliminery with regard 1o thefe lands, than

with regard.wo the proferty ia gueliicn ? In the one cafe a folid |

tiaclement will ariie to the ciown and to the naticn, in the other
'o thole enly who have manitcded un zitachment thit.  In the one
cafe intereft will induce the encmy to make it a preliminary, in
ke other 2 fenfe of honour oniv ; and in proporiion as the love
ofinzerclt s #ronger in the Britifh court than the love of honour,
© much toe more willing will they be to make the one a prelimi-
vary article, and to negle® the ocher. We may be zffured tha
crowu wil not regard the progertv ot thofe fubjefts, of whem we
tpezk:, (0 much as to continue the war a fingle day on their 2c-
couni. Did this property remiin unalienased, and it appeared
th tthe tare mention of it might cbtaia it, itis poflible tha: court
might, to fave appearances, be induced to menuon it.  But when
it1s applied and gone, they will be fiten: ;5 tor having loft thirteen
ttates, and valt tradls of crown lanés for themielves, they will not
much centend for others, whom thry know only ss retainers on
tht)h army, cr the obnoxicus of America. But fhould we not be
willing to make any preliminary about it, we fhall have all Ame-
siea interefied with vs. "The property of Britith futjeéts, and thofe

f them called’ refugees, through the feveral ftates; are alreddy in .

the fame predicament with the obje@s of our bill. * The feveral . -
ffates of America are therefore with us, and if it muft be made.a- .
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