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parties, thescfore, whenever a numerous- party thinks it has a
right to refilt, and finds icfelf able to declare that oinion fword in,
hand, the war is to be carried on betwcen them in the fame man-~ _
ner as between two different nations ; and they are to leave open
the {ame means of preventing epormous violences, and refloring
peace. But when 2 nation becomes divided into two partigs, 8t-
folutely independent, and no Jonger acknowledging a comimon
fuperior, the ftate is diffolved, and the war, betwixt-the two par~
ties, in every refpeé is the fame with that of a public war betaveen
tewo different nasions. The obligation therefore of obferving the
common laws of war is abfolyte, indifpenfable so both parties, and
the fame to which the law of matare obliges all naiiors to .obfervs
between ftate and @ate.”’—If the oppoficion by force, therefore, of
the colonies (gow United States) from the1gth of April, 177§, 10

the 4th of July, 1776, may be properly called a civil war, we wifh

to know what rights the people of America could acquire or.beé
entitled to in cornfequence of it. The learned Rutherforth informs
us, ** nature has made fuch a connedtion betwean mankind, 23
obliges them to abitain from what is piodugtive of harm to oue
anosher, and to do what is produive ot mutaal good. This con-
neétion is the foundation of the law of nawre, which may-be
traced out from the principles of reafon. By the law.of nations is
meant fach rule:, as naticns or civil focieties are oblized to obferve
‘n their intercourfe with one ancther, The maser of bota taef¢
laws (i. ¢ the law of nature aud. of nations). is the fame; -the
law of natioms, as well as-the law of nature, commands ' whateves
is beneficial, and forbids whatever is bustful to man’ind in gener
ral. Butwhilft the matter-of them is the fame, the. objesis of them
are different; the law of natore confiders ‘mankind as individual
perfons ; the law of nations confiders thein as formed iato.coliedive
perfons. Thus the fame law, which is called the law of nature,
when it is applied fo feparate and uncounedted individuals, is called
the law of nations, when it is applied to-the colle@ive bodieg of
civil focieties confidered as moral agents, Or.to the feveral members
of civil fociety canfidered, not as diflin® agents, but as pars of
thele colle@tive bodies. 'The law of nature is not the oaly pieafure -
of the obligations that nations may.be nnder towards one gnotber,
they may bind themfelves o one another by -particnlar comppits,
or trcaties, to do or to avoid what tbe law, of. natare has’ nci-
ther commanded nor forbidden, thefe obligagions arife from imme-
d.lale-and direft’confent, and exiend nO ‘Fareher than to thofe.nas
tions, thatiby-their own a& of immediate.and dire&. confent,
have made themfelves parties to thems’ War of ihforty;is gorerae.
ed by-the la of nature only, whether it is'a folemn ong, d=tween
nationi, or a civil‘oae, hietween Si&'ui:nt parsy of the fame naﬁ%?-' :
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