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Your hencurs cannot difcover the juftice of feizing and applying

Britifh property, to relieve our people from heavy and intolerable

taxes, and to enable them to continue the war, We fupport the

meafure by the rule of juftice, applicable to our citizens, and the

fubjeéts of Great Britain. By juftice we mean a conftant regard

to the common interct, and in conformity to it, rerdering to

both partics what they are entitled to, by 2 natural or political

claim : and we underfand the true principles of juftice to be, to

do unto others what would be right for them (in a fimilar cafe) to

do unto us. 'To examine this fubje@t. The people of the colonies

(now United States) oppreffed by the king and parliament of Great-

Britain, applied for a rediefs of grievances. Porce was employed

20 comy;l their {ubmiffion to aéts deftrutive of their natural and

reivi} rights; hottilities were commenced againft them ; they re-

fited by arms; fuch refiltance was neceffary and juftifiable. 'The

‘war continaed ; the objet of America was confined only to 2

redrels of grievances, The kiug and parliament o Great.Britain

declared the-people of the colonies in rebellion, that their property

taken on the fea thould bé liable to {eizure and confifcation, and

that it was lawful and juft to feize and deftroy their perfons and

property, Great-Britain continued the war, and with her fleets

. and armnies did feize and deftroy confiderable property of our peo.

le. Thewar on the part of Great-Britain was offenfive and un-

juft, on our part not only defenfive and juft, but neceflary. From

the 1gth of April, 1775, until the fourth day of July, 1776, the

objeét of the war, on the part of America, was only to obtain a

redrefs of grisvances; during that period her refiftance, teing ori-

ginally lawfal ard juftifiable, the war was truly and properly a ¢

wilwar. At length this and the other colonies were compelled to

feparate from the Biitifh empire, and to beccme fovereign and in-

depcndc'n: flates. On thatever memorable and glorious cvent the

“objet of the war was chacged, and from that moment the war

becume a zublic war, and all the rights of an independént nadon

_ghen attached to this and the other'ftates in the union, Permit us

, “to'inform your honours what the laté'and. celebrated Vattell fays

. - ogihis fubje@. ¢ Civilwar breaks:the bards of fociety and go-

* vefmhent, or at lealt it fofpends their force "and effe@; it pro-

+ duces in. the nation-two independest parties, confidering each

- other.@3éncmies, and acknowledgiag no comiman judge. Thu
e -they -¢ id the cafe of 2w~ nations,’ who hawﬁng3 a difpute whicl
E‘ »they cannot adjuft, -are’ compelled to decide it’byfarce of arms.
d .+ Thingsbeing-thus fituated; it is évidenc that the common laws o

¢ Wiy thofe dnaxims of himapity - moderation, .&c. are in'civil avar.
35.bé o5 erved cy both fides.:' If this is not obferved,. the warwil
““feeome crue] and horrid ; “and ‘its calamitics will cncreale on the
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