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hope, that a bankruptcy weuld difable us from profecuting the
war, like sll their other delufive hopes, even fhould that event
ka pen, would vanifh iuto difappointment; for we carnot concue-
with your affertion, that our paper currency is the only means of

carrying on the war ; rumbers cf people, and plenty of the necef-

faries ot lite, fteel and iron, and not geld and ﬁlvcr: mach lefs

paper, are the true finews of war. A brave, free, difciplined aqd

viriuous yeople, poffefing a country abounding -with the former
advantages, can never be fubdued; if they are not virtuous, i¢

will' be the fau't of their rulers in not fetting them the examples
of difintereftednefs, magnanimity and juftice. ‘

One part of your meffage deferves our animadverfion, not on
account of the firength of tne reaforing, but that we may prevent
the impreflion it was evidently cal¢ulated to make on the minds of
2he people. : . .

You affert; that it congrefs, in confequence of the rapid rife in
the.prices of the neceffaries of life, fhould be conftraired to call cre
us for cur quota of two hundred and feventy ‘millions of . doilars,
payable in ninc months and by monthly afleflments, out people,
t0 raife their propprtion of that fam within the timé limited,
muft pay fifty-fcur pounds out of every hundred pounds of pro-
perty which they poflefs. This furely you muft admit-to bean
uncandid exaggeration. We pay our taxes not.on the prefent no-
minal value ot our property, but on its old valug, and confequent-
ly the people, even in the cale put, would not pay moré than one
per ceat. on every hundred pounds of their real'and true propertys

- You urge the neccflity of the immediate fale of Brituth propeity, -
from the rrquifition of congrefs to make the firft payment of our
quota by the firlt day of February, and from the inability of the
people to pay their quota by that time in’ taxes; and in fupport
of this reafoning you obferve, that fromthe chacge of property in
the country there-muft be a new.aflefiment. In anfwer to this,
permit us to remark, that in time.of war the grant of fupplies ge-
nerally precedes all other bufinefs ; this, gentlemen, is your own
pecubar .dcpartmcnt; we have now fat near cighf weeks, and no'
fupply bill has yet been offered to us; the gonfifcation bill, which
you contend is effential towards the {upplies, did not come to .uw
till the fifreenth of this month., We, piefumé you muft have had™
geod reafons for the delay ; but if there is not .now time erough
tor a new afleflment, {o that the people.may be timely informed of
what they will. have to pay on the-fisft of Fehroary, -and to make
a provifion for:fuch payment, we truft you will not confider.it.as
our fault, Whtyhavc nathing more to do<han’ to-pafs or rejeét the’
bills framed by you for this purpofe. - Although circymfances

might juflify the remark, we cannot.fuppafe that the delay:has. -
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