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neeeflty of feiling Britith property. to raife the whole fum of four--
teen millions two hundred and twert. thoufand Jollurs, required.
by congrefs of this Ilate in nine month:, and the people, you affert,
canpot raife by taxes more than ni:e mullions of tuat fum, w tionrt
being greatly difirefled, the deficiency therefore of five milhons
two hundred and twenty thoufand do'lars muit be made good out
-of the fale of Bri:ifh property. A: ycu arc prefumed to be b &
acquainted with the circumltances of the p:ople, we will not con-
tradiét the affertion, but we can-ot refrain (rom remarkiog, that if
2rae, it was not altogether fo prudent to difclof this inability in.
the bill, and to dwell on it in your meflage.  As we bear our pro-
portions of the raxes, fo'we feel for, aud m-ft earneitly with it we'e
in our power, to alleviate the diftrelles of the jeo 1.5 the lale of
. Britit property, efpecially in the way you propofe, might, and
ir’obably wouid, involve them in greater Zifficuites and diftrefs
ereafter. We have alreacy afligned our reafons for this opinion,
and, it js the fixed, and almott uran mous determisnatinn of this
houfe (could we rcconcile tie confifcanion of that property with
the {pirit of cur conftitution, and our ideas of juftice and uu: po-
Yicy) wot v fuffer an immediate fale of any past of it frem what
we have prémifed, you will not be at a lofs ta accouat for this de-
termination:;. If the people cannot raife by taxes more thau nine
miltions of 'doliars in nine months, without fecling the diftrefs
you mention, ,impoflibilities are neither to be expuited from ur,
or them, Youfeem to hold out an opinion, that our par of the
expence of the war may be altogether defrayed by taxes, and the
fale of Briih property; the opinion we conceive to be erroneous ;
the latter fund, in the way you propofe to manage it, would foon,
fail, and to us it appears to be impraticable to raife annually, by
taxes, a fum any ways adequate to the annual expenditure of the
war, and of our civil eflablifaments; the moft opulent couatries
- - Thave not been able to tax their fubjets fo high. Vet are we oqe
deftitute of refources to carry on.the war, even if internal loass
dhoald not fupply the deficiences of taxes. When the reprefentas
tives of the Uluted States percéive the impralicability of fupport-
ing the war by taxes, and interzal loans, only, neceflity will force
them toadopt a meafure, which ‘jufticeignd true p-licy diCtate,
and which had been ere now adopted, if papsial intercfts had not
interfered, and prevented its adoption. By making the back lands
a common ftock, and by felling a part of them, jmillions might in
' fime be brought into the public. treafury, and in the mean while
io great fums ‘would probably be advanced on that fecurity ;. monies
may be barrowed in Europe,”and of this we fuppofe the; fgggrefs :
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. have affurdnces, by the late notice of their intention to rawvbiilﬁ;;
" of, exchanpe to the amount &f £.200,000 Rerling. The cnimy:«,
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