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formed not to ['now that the rigour of the law of nations is much
foftened in this very point by the prefent ufage and.gra&icc.of the
moft civilifed Kuropean nations ; for tlhie truth of this affertion we
appeal to Vattel!, a late and celebrated writer on the law of pa-
t.ona.  As an independsnt and civilifed people, would we not ra. .
¢t er with to imicate the condatt of all the civilifed and enlightened
nations of Europe, than that of the piratical ftates of Barbary?,
The €onfequence: of fuch a feizure and confifcation may be ferjous -
and perplexing ; a negodition ray podibly take place this win-
ter, and peace :0oi. enfue; it may, and probably.will, be made a
pre.iminary asticle of the peace, that that very property which.
- this bl is about to confi:cate, thall be fecured to the prefenit own-’
ers 1n fuch 4 manoer, t:a: they may at leaft receive the full and
real value thereof, {f the:etore it fhould at thistime e confifcated!
and app:ied, our conftituents muft be taxed, to repay the original
proprieicrs the full value ot the lands and chattels fo—conﬁf;gtcd.h;,
and applied ; and this, in our judgment, fotms orie of the ftrongeft’.
obje&tions to tue policy ot the meafure. You fay, you propole to’
raife five millions two hundred and twenty thoufand dollars from:
the f.le o Britith property, and to make the ficft paymept on-the
firtt day ot next February; if fo, the croperty mull’b{p'ntn to
fale imm-iiately, or on the fhortett notice, at a'time toowhen from
the inclemency of the weather few will he able to attend the fales ;.
others muy be difcouraged by doubts refpe@ing the ftitl?, and the,
poflibility of a ielumption ; the invidioufnels of tie purchale may -
deter fmwe irom purchafing. Urder this concurierice of circum-
flpuces, is it not rxional to conctude, thar thiere will.be bat few
purchafurs, and lit:le competition, and of cqurfe that this property . .
will be fuld greadly ander value? It requires’.no great degree of
peretration to fored e, who will'become purchafers; we may ven-
ture to prediét, that chey will confift altogether of engroffers and -
fpcculators, men who have ‘acquiréd—fg}:at*fums for little value;,
and therefore may-afford to ran the'rifs, whatever it'may be, of .
realifing their moncy on fuch eéafy terms. - We fubmit-to your fe-
rious r flectien, and that of our conftituents, whetlier the praQices
of thole men have been fuch as to deferve fo great an encourage-
ment from the reprefentatives of the people. ~ You have informed.
us of the time. for the firft'payment on the fales of Britith property;
we with yoa had likeyi’fe.inf}c’armcd‘ us when the laft is propofod to.
be made; if it fhoyld be deferred ta a leng day, we'apprehenc the'
advanta e to the gublic wiill fill* be more inconfiderable ;. for the. -
induftry and'the arts of the probable pnrchaiers, too- fuccefsfully
prattifed ‘op ‘other occafions, magg 'depreciate the, money to. fu’é_K’,’
2 acgrse-that the flate may receive aext to mothing in-the'end.;
- Butthe pablic exigences are fuch, as to ley you pader the. abfolute - .

Y TR R .] S "?'neq‘cﬂiiy:‘

. ’ N -




