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prefented themiclves for a againft it. We fearched into
the law of nations, and wo¥' fu'ly fatisfied the immutable
principles of juftice, the law of nature, and the common
confent of mankind, juftified the meafure. :

‘We beg leave here to fecapitulate the reafons contained in
our bille— 4 e T
3. The king of Great-Britain, -by his proclamation, and

the parliament of that nation, by ftatute, declared the peo-
ple of this ftate to be in rebellion, for which caufe, by the
law of that kingdomi, the property of*the pcople here, who
had been concerned in the pretent glorious revelution, wotld
have been liable to forfeiture and confifcation, and at the
mercy of the cruel and tyrannical monarch of Great-Britain.
2. The parliament ot Great-Britain, by ftatute, declared -
the property of the people of this ftate found and taken on-.
the high feas, liable to feizure and confilcation, ang that i¢
was lawful and juft to feize and deftroy their perfons and -
property ; in confequence whereof confiderable propert of
the fubjeéts of this ftate hath been feized on the high feas .
and confifcated, and confrderahle propeity within™the ftate -
hath been feized and applied to the ufe 6f the Britilh army
or navy, or wantonly deftroyed by the fleet or. army of Great-
Britain. R R
3. The king and parliament of Great-Brigdin commenced,
and continue to profecute, an unjuft.war againft the people
of this and the United States, whereby this itate has already
been involved in a very great expence, apnd by the law of ha-
tions the people of Great-Britain, in tneir feparate ang¢ col=’ <
leQive capacity, zre anfwerable, not only for 5§l_cxpcuc¢s.
incurred by this ftate in confequence of the wary btit-for. any
injury or damage fuftained by any of the fubjeéts of this ftate
fince the commencement of the war, .o T
4. ‘I'his ftate, compelled by the tyranny of the king. of
Great-Britain, and_the.open hoftilities committed ry»h.is’a_'x"-'- :
mies and feet, to.-wage war_in deftnce of its deartft rights.
~ and libersies, wagfinally Gbliged to” feparate from the Bria.
tith empire, andf!x') become a fovereign'and indepzndent ftatey °
whereby the fibje@s of Great-Britain became aliens, and
'py prochp”tibh of the war enemics to this flate,, and as fuch- '
incapable’ of- holding’ any property within it, and: thefame "
theréby bécame vefted'ia the ftate. ~ "~ " ML
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