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By the SEN AT E, Deccember 20, 1779.
GENTLEMEN, :

THE extremc feverisy of the weather, and profpelt of
canger to the eaftern fhore gentlem:n ot being fhut out from
their homes during the winter, call upon us to give every
poffible difpateh in our power to the neceflary public bufi-
nefs, and make .us anxioufly defirous to have it completed,
but we are {o fituated, having but cight attending members,
without the leaft expeftation of an addition to the number,
thac if ficknefls, or other accident, fhould prevent any one of
them from giving their attendance, the whole bufinefs of the
fefiorr muft remain unfimfhed. From thele confiderations,
amonzft others, we have been induced to urn, with a ne-
cative, the billy entitled, An aét for the feizure and confil-
cation of Dritith property within this ftate.—It is a bill of
an extraordinary kind, the fubjedl is abftrufe, dificulc’and
important, and in our opinion ought to receive more mature
deliberation than from the preient circumfitances can be given ;
and we the more readily adopt this mealure, becaufe, though
the bill is confefled'y imporiant, yet we coaceive it to be of
fuch a nature, as that no cvil can arife to the public from its
being poftponed, even fhould the finai paffage of it be the
sefult of a full and free dilcuflion. o T
By order, _

H. RIDGELY, cl. fen.

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, December 23, 1779..*
May it pleale your Honours, ° c

- WE berewith retuin you the bill, for the feizure and
confifcation of Britifh -property, and will briefly fuggeil the
reafons and motives which induced this houfe to adopt the
meafure, and flatter ourfelves they will fo far opcrate with
your honours as to obtain your aflent to the vill.  juftice,
policy and neceffity influence our condu&. '

By the requilition of congrefs (of the 6th of O&ober [aft)
this ftate was called on to raife its quota of 135 million of
dollars, in nipe months, to commence on,ths firft day of
‘February next: the proportion of that fum requirad-of this
MRate is fourtegn million two hundred and twenty thoufand -
dollags; the monthly fum to be raifed one million five hup-
dred and eighty thonfand dollars ; this fum would reguirea -~
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