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want of refcluticn implics weaknefs, and from this ti-
miditv and Laif-way teng er of cur counfels, the ene-
my will be encouraged to purfevere longer than they
had prepofed to do; fo that however we admire the
modcrztion, yet we cannct approve the poiicy ¢f your
honcurs, in thus inviting the cnemy to mnake that a
preliminary article, which it is pcfhitle would cther-
wife have efcaped them.  Certamnly if they corfider,
which upndoubtedly they mult do, thut we have a
right to be indemnified for the expences of the war,
aud for the devaflation ot our courtry, they cannot
bel eve that we will retign the property which we have
in our peflefion. 1t wur puifes have been cdrained,
and our country wafted, ftall our erciny, who have
dore this, receive the preperty of their fulie&ls, as
they formerly pefleficd it, or fhull we be taxed tor the
full and real value of 1t? Yeur honocrs mictt be bet-
ter acquainted with the fertiments of the pecple of
this country, than to believe it prodable that the fop-
gettion can be received but with the vtmaotl irdigna-
tion. It cannot be received; zud the property in
queftion carrot be ghven vp: we have wen it with
our fwcrds, and we wiil poflels it for ourfelves; T'ro-
vidence has put it in our power, and we leave it as 2
I fTon to the world, that thof: who have foughta; aintt
liberty have not fhared «qually with thofe who have
fought for it.

Your honours are appreheniive, that if the property
in queltion is confifcated and fold, engicflere and fpe-
culators will become the enly purchaters.  We co rot
think it probable that this will be the cale. The ob-
jeéts of thefe men are the neceflaries ot life, and the
commodities of foreign commerce ; but, if they fhould
be the purchafers, we canrot help believing, that it
will be defirable; for thercby the money, whichhis
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