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ever a numerous party thinks it Tasaright to refift;
and finds izielf able to deciure that opinen fword 12
hand, the war is to be carried on between them in the
fame manner as between 0wy diferent nations ;- and
they are to leave open tiie fame micans of preveuting
€normous violcqccs, and reftoring poace. But when
a nation becomes diviaed 1nto two parties, atfolutely
irdependent, and no Jonger achrowledping 4 com-
mon fupcrior, the fate is ditfolved, und the war, be-
twixt the two parties, 1.1 every relpect is the fame with
that cf a public awar botzecn two gl nt nations. ‘The
obligation therefere cf outerviug tic common laws ¢ v
war 15 abfoiuze, indifperiable to Loth parties, and the
{ame to which the law of ruture cbiiges all natiors t
obferve between fate and flate”—I1f the eppeiinon
by force, therddore, of the colonies (now Unit d States)
from the 19thof April, 1775, tothe gthef July, 1778
may te properly called a cwil war, we wiih to know
what rights the people of America could acquire ¢
tc entitled to in confequence of it. The learned Ru-
therforth irforms us, ** nature has made fuch a con-
niection betwesn mankind, as Jbliges them to abflain
from what is produdtive of harm to one another, and
to do what is produdtive cf mutaal geod.  This con-
nedtion is the foundation of the law of natare, which
may ke traced cus from the principles ol reafon. By
the law of nations is meant fuch rules, as nations cr
civil focietits are obliged to obferve in their inter-
courfe wizh one ancther.  The nmcier of both thef:
taws (i. c. the law of raturc and of naticns) is the
fame ; the law of mations, us well as the law of na-
ture, commands whatever 1s beneticial, znd forbids
whatever is hurtful to mavkind in gencral. But whil#
the sarrer of them is the fume, the odjects of them are
cifferint; the law of nature confiders mankind as in- {
¢ividual




