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L e dedlared the people of the colonjes in rekellion,
of 1 that thei Property taken on the fea fhou!d be liable

18- to feizlite an - confifcation, and thag it was lawful and
by joft o' férze and de rev their perfons and property.
icy Great-Britain continued the war, and with her fleers
ure and armies did feize and deftroy confiderable property
the of our people.  The war on the part of Great-Britajn
un was offenfive ard unjuft, on our part rot only defen-
ot, five and jut, but receflary,  From the 19th of April,
ro- 1775, until the fourth day of July, 1976, the objet
fed of the war, on the part of America, was oaly to ub-
TS tain a redrefs of grievances ; during that period, her
10 i: refiltance, teing originally lawfu] and juflifiable, the
| Y war was trulv and properly a ciwil war.  Ag length
"SI this and the other colonies were compelled ‘to feparate
ple ! trom the Britith empire, and to hecome fovcrcign and
em ] independent flates  On thar ever memorable and glo-
the il eus event the objet of the war was changed, and
the from that moment the war became a public war, and
o=l gl the rights of un independent nation ‘hen attached
or- f to this and the other flates in the union. Permit us

1 toinform your honours what the latc and celebrated
we i Vattell foys on this fubjet. <« Ciif war breaks the
do bands of foziety and governthent, or at leaft jt fuf-

ot

X . pends their force and effect ; it prcduces in the nation
"he 1 two independent parties, confidering each other as
Ted  h enemies, and acknowledging no common judge. Thus
ied |4 they are in the cafe of two nations, who having a dif-
| to *i pute which they cannot adjuft, are compelled to de-
na- i eide it by force of arms, "Things being thus fituated,
ced :s it is evident that the common laws of war, thofe may.
ree § imsof humanity, moderation, &c. are in civil wars,
the l‘ to be obferved on both fides. If this is not obferved,
S ‘ff i the war will becomne cruel and horrid 3 and its cala-
B',‘; mides will encreafe on the partics, therefore, when-
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