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the abfolute neceflity of feliing Eritith praperty, tq
raife the whole fum of fourteen millions two hundred
and twenty thoufand dollars, required vy cong:efls of
this ftate in ni~.¢ months, and the people, you aflert,
cannot raife by taxcs more t' an nine millions of that
fum, without be ng greaily dittrefled, the deficiency
therefore of five millions two hundred and twenty
thouiand dollars mutt be made good out of the fale of
Britifh property.  As you are prefumed to be b:ft ac-
quainted with the circumitances of the people, we
wil} not contraditt the aflertion, but we cannot refrain
from remarking, thatif true, it was not altogcther fo
prudent to dilclofe this inzbility in  the bLill and
to dwell on st in your meflage.  As we bear our pro-
pertions of the taxes, fo we feel for, and moft earneft-
ly wifh it weic in our power, to aileviate the diitrefles
of the people ; the fale of Britith property, efpecially
in the way you propofe, might, and probably would,
involve them in greater cifhiculties and diftrefs hers-
after. We have alreacy afligned our reafors for this
opinion, and it is the fixed, and almoft unanimous
dctermination of this houfe (could we recorncile the
confifcation of that property with the fpirit of our
confiitution, and our ideas of juftice and true policy)
not to fuffer an immediate fale of any partof it; from
what we have premifed, you will ot be at a Jofs to
account for this determination. If the people cannot
raifc by taxes more than nine millions of dollarsin
nine months, without feeling the diftrefs you men-
uion, impoflibilities are neither to be expe@ed from
us, or them. You {cem to hold out an opinion, that
vur part of the expence of the war may be altogether
defrayed by taxes, and the fale of Britith proyerty;
the opinion we conceive to be erroneous; the latter
fund, in the way you propofe to manage it, w?uld
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