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«, We lament, with your honours, that the fenate is
at th s crivi al period,fo thip, and regrtt that mea-
furcs, < al.ulated 10 compel the attcmianu: of the
M obe s of the geveral aflembly on th ‘public bufi-
nels, kaye not met with your gpprobation, notwith-
flanding the repea:ed experience both houfes ouft
have had of the neceflity of adepting fome mode to
enfrrce the obfervation ot duties, to which publig
virtye and a patiiotic fpirir have not been compcteat,
By order,

JDUCKETT, cl ho. del.

Bythe SENAT E, December 23 1779
GeENTLEMIW,

ALTHOUGH by our meflage accompanying
the bill f~r the feizure and confifcation of Britifh pro-
perty, returned with a nepatiye, we plainly intimated
we had not gone into a full confideration thereof, and
aflipr.ed our reafons for not going into fuch a confi-
deration at this feffion, yet, as in your meflage by
Mefli:ars J. Hall and others, you urge the paffage of

~ the bill, and have adduced fome arguments to induce

us to alter our refolution, permit us to difcufs them
with that coolnefs which the importance of the fub-
Jje€ requires. ' ' '

Juftice, policy, and neceflity, you fay, influence
your conduct. It not unfrequently happens, that
different ideas of juftice, policy, and neceflity, are
entertained by different bodies of men. We are not
convinced of the juftice of the bill, lefs of its poligy,
and leaft of all of its neceflity. We have not had

- fufficient time to make tofe ftri®t and full refearches

into the law of nations, which, you fay, you have
made. As far as we have examined into the fubjet,
' we



