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(44 WL have juft received Advice, that the Gentlemen of Virginia and A/Iar)-/and,

are very much offended that fome of the Virginia and ddaryland Merchants,
fipned the Addrefs of the Merchants and principal "T'raders of the City of London to the
King, exprefling thuir Abhorrence of the Attempts made to fpread Sedition, inflame
the Minds, and alicnate the Afteflions of the People from his Majefty’s Perfor and
Govcrnmcnt, which was notorioufly*"done at that Time, by a Party ; one of the prin-
cipal Perfons of which, is the Man, who, by the Stamp-A&, was the firfl Caufe of 3]
the Contention between the Colonies and the Mothcr—Country; and that Addrers
was fet on Foot in Oppofition to that Party ; who, give me Leave to obferve, are po
Friends to the Colonies. I have read over the Addrefs again, and I don’t find any
‘Thing in it that relates to America: I dare fay there is not one Man who figned it, by
what is a2 Well-wither to the Colonics ; as for my Part, I have all the Reafon in the
World to be fo, and I have always declared myfclf againft taxing them, asa Thing un-
Juft, upon the Principle of their not being reprefented. 1 have the greatelt Regard fcr
my Friends in Maryland ; and confidering how I am fituated with them, I fhould be 2
Fcol and a2 Madman to do any Thing that would hurt them. I have juft been taking
a balance of my Books, and the Effe@s and Debts due to me in Maryland, including
the Iron-Works, amount to no lefs than I. - To think that any Man fo fituated,
would deﬁgncdly do any Thing to hurt the People of that Colony, is abfurd. | had
my Share of Trouble in getting the Stamp-A& repealed, and I am ftill ready to do
every Thing in my Power to relieve North- America from their prefent Diftrefles.”

How far it can with Propriety be faid, ¢ that the Gentlemen of Virginia and Mary-
¢ Jand twere very much offended with the London Merchants, for prcfcnling a LOYAL
** Addrefs againft SEDITION,” it is not our Bufinefs to declare, nor is it our Bufinefs to
Jay how far the Caufe of America was affeed by it: The Gentleman himfelf fays,
““ heis a Friend to America, and ready to do every Thing in his Power to relieye North- A-
““ merica from their prefent Difireffes 3 and, as he certainly beft knows his own Intentions,
we in Charity are bound to believe and conclude him a Friend to the Aflociation, and the
Liberty of America; he himfelf very properly declaring, ¢ that he has all the Reafon in the
“ Werld to be f5:

And to convince Meflieurs Dicé and Stewart, that we will not mifs an Opportunity of
doing them, as well as every Body elfe, Juftice, to the utmoft of our Pewer ; and as fo
handfome an Occafion prefents stfelf in that fame Paper, Number 1255, we declare that
we think ourfelves happy in having in our whole Proceedings been a&uated by the
fame Principles they there adopt. ¢ JPen (fay they) it is thought, by many Gentle-
‘¢ men, to be repugnant to the general Spirit of the Affociation, and of the sth Article in
*¢ particular, we, a:/bar; as we knew the Sentiments of thefe Gentlemen, determined”—
$bat ? To fubmite——hy? Becaufe < we are clearly of Opinion, that where-
S..ever the La/f Doubt arifes, the Interpretation fhould be 7n favour of difeouraging any
¥ Perfons whatever, from importing or buying Goods contrary to the true Spirit of the Affo-

“ ciation.” As we really think their Sentiments on that Otcafion did them Honoug
an




