20 PROCEEDINGS or THE

Parliament, arc entitled, in the Opinion of your Memorialifts, to all the
inherent Rights and Liberties of the Natives of Great-Britain, and have
ever fince the Scttlement of the faid Colonies, exercifed thofe Rights and
Liberties, as far as their local Circumnftances would permit.

That your Memorialifts humbly conceive onc of the moft effential Rights
of thefe Colonics, which they have ever, ull lately, uninterruptedly ¢n-

joyed, to be Trial by Jury.

That your Memorialifts alfo humbly conceive another of thefe effential
Rights to be the Exemption from all Taxes, but fuch as arc impolcd on
the People by the feveral Legiflatures in thefe Colonies, which Right alfo
they have, till of late, frecly enjoyed.

But your Memorialifts humbly beg Leave to reprefent to your Lordfhips,
That the A& for granting certain Stamp Dutics in the Brizifb Colonics
Awerica, &c. fills his Majefty’s cmerican Subjects with the deepeft Concern,
as it tends to deprive them of the Two fundamental and invaluable Rights
and Liberties above mentioned, and that feveral other late Acts of Parla-
ment, which extend the Jurifdi¢tion and Powers of Courts of Admiralty in
the Plantations, beyond their Limits in Great-Britain, thereby make an
unneceflary and unhappy Diftin&ion as to the Modes of Trial, between us
and our Fellow Subjeéts there, by whom we never have been excelled in
Duty and Loyalty to our Sovereign.

That from the natural Conneéion between Great-Britain and America,
the perpctual Continuance of which your Memoriahifts moft ardently de-
fire, they conceive that nothing can Conduce more to the Intereft of both,
than the Colonifts free Enjoyment of their Rights and Liberties, and an
affeGtionate Intercourfe between Great-Britain and them. But your Me-
morialifts (not waving their Claim to thefe Rights, of which with the moft
becoming Veneration and Deference to the Wifdom and Juftice of your
Lordfhips, they apprehend they cannot Reafonably be deprived) humbly
Reprefent, That from the peculiar Circumftances of thefc Colonies, the
Dutiese impofed by the aforefaid A&, and feveral other late Aéts of Parlia-
ment, are extremely Grievous and Burthenfome, and the Payment of the
faid Duties will very foon, for want of Specie, become abfolutely impradti-
cable; and that the Reftri¢tions on Trade by the faid A&s, will not only
greatly diftrefs the Colonies, but muft be extremely detrimental to the Trade
and true Intereft of Great-Britain.

Your Memorialifts therefore, imprefled with a juft Senfe of the unfor-
tunate Circumftances of the Colonics, and the impending deftructive Con-
fequences which muft neceffarily enfue from the Execution of thofe Acts,
animated with the warmeft Sentiments of filial Affection for their Mother
Country, moft earneftly and humbly entreat, That your Lordfhips will be
- pleafed to Hear their Counfel in Support of this Memorial, and take the
Premiffes into your moft ferious Confideration, and that your Lordfhips will
alfo be thereupon pleafed to purfue fuch Meafures for Reftoring the juft

Rights and Liberties of the Colonies, and preferving them for ever inviolate,
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