18 PROCEEDINGS or THE

humbly beg Leave to approach the Throne, by reprefenting to your Ma-
jefty, That thefe Colonics were Originally Planted by Subjelts of the Britifh
Crown, who, animated with the Spirit of Liberty, encouraged by your
Majedty’s Royal Predecefiors, and confiding in the Public Faith for the En-
joyment of all the Rights and Liberties eflential to Freedom, emigrated
from their Native Country to this Continent, and by their fuccefsful Per-
{everance in the midft of innumerable Dangers and Difhculties, together
with a Profufion of their Blood and Treafure, have happily added thefe vaft
and valuable Dominions to the Empire of Great-Britaimn. That for the
Enjoyment of thefe Rights and Liberties, feveral Governments were carly
formed in the faid Colonies, with full Power of Legiflation, agrecable to
the Principles of the Engfifb Conflitution.

That under thofe Governments, thefe Libertics, thus vefted in their An-
ceftors, and tranfmitted to their Pofterity, have been exercifed and enjoyed,
and by the ineftimable Bleffings thereof (under the Favour of Almighty
G O D), the inhofpitable Defarts of America have been converted into
Flourithing Countries; Science, Humanity, and the' Knowledge of Divine
Truths, diffufed through Remote Regions of Ignorance, Infidclity, and
Barbarifm ; the Number of Britsih Subjeéts wonderfully Increafed, and the
Wealth and Power of Great-Britain proportionably Augmented.

¥ That by Means of thefe Settlements, and the unparallelled Succefs of
ﬁpur Majefty’s Arms, a Foundation is now laid for rendering the Britifh

mpire the moft Extenfive and Powerful of any Recorded in Hiftory. Our
Conne&ion with this Empire, we efteem our greateft Happinefs and Secu-
rity, and humbly conceive it may now Be (o eftablithed by your Royal Wif-
dom, as to endure to the lateft Period of Time; This, with moft humble
Submiffion to your Majefty, we apprehend will be moft effeCtually Accom-
plithed, by fixing the Pillars thereof on Liberty and Juftice, and fccuring
the inhcrent Rights and Liberties of your Subjeéts here, upon the Principles
of the Englifb Conftitution. To this Conftitution thefe Two Principles are
effential, the Right of your faithful Subjetts, freely to grant to your Ma-
jefty, fuch Aids as are required for the Support of your Government over
them, and other Public Exigencies, and Trials by their Peers: By thc One
they are fecured from unreafonable Impofitions; and by the Other from Ar-
bitrary Decifions of the executive Power.

The Continuation of thefe Liberties' to the Inhabitants of Awmerica we
ardent]y Implore, as abfolutely neceffary to Unite the feveral Parts of your
wide extended Dominions, in that Harmony {o Effential to the Prefervation
and Happinefs of the Whole. Protected in thefe Liberties, the Emolu-
ments Great-Britain receives from us, however great at prefent, are incon-
fiderable, compared with thofe the has the faireft Profpet of acquiring.
By this Protetion fhe will for ever fecure to herfelf the Advantage of con-
veying-to all Europe, the Merchandizes which America furnithes, and of
Supplying through the fame Channel whatever is wanted from thence.
Here -opens a boundlefs Source of Wealth and Naval Strength ; yet thefe
immen{e Advantages, by the Abridgment of thofe invaluable Rights and

Liberties, by which our Growth has been Nourithed, are in Danger of

being



