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ST I ernal Circumftances better than a Stranger, , who mu
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; prodigibus Knowledge of a Minifter, to be acquéi;itﬁddwiii_:lshéi;_g\%hrih}
epend uport Tnfor-

d-of Imation ; and that too, moft frequently, of Men not_the moft eminent for

Sng-
om-

.....

ufe- ._',thcir Candour, diftinguifhed by their Sagacity, or rbﬁig&af)j'c for i}}gxr‘lnté-

'."grity. Had Requifitions been made, and the Sum demanded been cquitable,
. und propostioned to thuir Circumitances, They could haye fallen upon
“Ways and Means lefs oppreflive than the Stamp Duties, They have fre-
*-quently taxed Temfelves : ‘I'hey have tried various Methods of Taxation:

I'hey know, by Expericnce, the eaficft and leatt expenfive.—The Meqn-
ing, or Conftruction of thcir Levy-A&ts is fettled : Thcz can be carried in-
. o Execution, not ony at a fmall Exp.cn.cc, 'without exhaufting a cqnﬁdcr_
i pble Part of their Produce by the Multiplication of Officers, and their Sup-

~'Port; but without heavy Pains and grievous Penaltics, without Oppreffion

€I~ bf the innocent, giving Countenance to Vexation, and Encouragement to
€%y ‘profligate Informers, without the Eftablithment of arbitrary and diffant
ui: ' Courts of * Admiralty.
nd - The national Debt is heavy, and it is a popular Scheme to draw from the
e 1 Colonies a Contribution towards the Relief of the Mother-Country.—The
:,he " "Manner of effe&ing it is not carefully attended to, or nicely regarded by thofe
4= who expeét to receive the Benefit.—The End is fo ardently defired, that, whe-
d; ther the Means might not be more moderate, 1s not {crupuloufly ¢xamined
S by Men, who think Themfelves in no Danger of Injury or Oppreflion from
M = ltheir Severity. [t is affirmed to thofe who cannot deteét the Fallacy of the
ve - Affcrtion, that Millions have been expended Jolely in the Defence of Ame-
. Arica. They believe it, and thence are cafily perfuaded that the Claim of a
+'|Contribution from the Colonies is juft and cquitable, and that any Meafure
{€ {:|ncceffary to fecure it, is right and laudable.—It is reprefented, that unlefs
‘7' “Ithe Colonies are ftripped ot the Trial by Fury, and Courts of Admiralty are
d 1cﬁabiifhcd, in which Judges from England, Strangers, without Conne&ion
d . jor Intereft in America, removeable at Pleafure, and fupported by liberal Sa-
_ (larices, are to prefide; unlefs Informers are encouraged and favoured, and the
. jaccufed moft rigoroufly dealt by, that the Tax will be eluded—and thefe Se-
n | ;verities are excus’d on Account of their fuppofed Neceflity. The Colonies
¢ . :are defcribed to be a numerous, flourifhing, and opulent People :—It is al-
f | 'ledged that They contribute to the national Expence, by Taxes there only
éfl_ _the pitiful Sum of 1900/ per Year, for the Colle@ion of which, an Efta-

* It was formerly held to be a griévous Oppreflion, that, inftead of having Juftice

i at Home, the Englih Subje® was drawn to Reme by ArpeaLs, but an American is

to be drawn from Home, in the rirsT Insrance, as well as by Appeals.
blithment
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