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and Honour of Government, unjuft and cruel in it’s Principles, rigorous
and oppreflive in the Means provided for it’s Execution, and as pernicious
in it’s Confequences. ta the Mother Country, as injurious to the Colonies
in it’s immcgiatc Operation, but 1 ma cafi it a rigorous and fevere Law.
It is in vain to attempt a Palliation of this ufelefs Severity, (ufelefs I mean
to the Purpofe of railing 2 Revenue) by fallacioufly pretending that, as all
the Colonies. were to be tixed; and the Authority of each is limited, the
Interpofition of the Parliament became neceflary, Encc Nathing can be lefs
difputable,. than that cach Colony hath a competent Authority to raife it’s
Proportion, and confequently nothing is more evident, than that all the
Colonies might raife the whole. ® The Affertion that the Colonies would
have paid no Regard to any Requifitions, is rafh and unauthoriz'd, and had
the Event a&ually happencd, the Trouble and Lofs of Time to the Mini-
fters in making the kxperiment, would not have been confiderable or detri-
mental to the Nation, and after it’s Failure, an A& of Parliament might
ftill have beep made to compel the Contribution, if the Power which hath
been exercifed is defenfible upon the Principles of the Britifh Conflitution.

A Meafure fo extreme, could hardly be at once purfued, becaufe the Mi-
nifters did not know what to demand, who have made fo many Regulations .
in regard to the Colonies, ¢ founded upon Knowledge, formed with Judg-
¢« ment, and executed with Vigour.,” Had the Requifitions been commu-
nicated, I make no Doubt but They would have been entertained with Re-
fpe&, and produdive of all the Lfeéts that could reafonably have becn ex-
peéted from Them. A petty American Affembly would not, in Anfwer to

* Itis afferted ig the Pamphlet entitled, The Claim of the Colonies, &I¢c. that Ma-
ryland availing herfelf of the Frote&tion of Virginia and Pennfylvania, contributed
Notbing to the common Defence.  This Writer from a View of fome Map of
North-Smerica imagined, it fhould feem, that Virginia and Pennfylvania were fet-
tled fo as to encompafs Maryland, but the Truth 1s, that the Frontiers of Maryland
werc as much expofed, as thofe of the next Colonics, and the Fa& is moreover Falfe,
for I have been well informed that Aary/and contributed near go,o0co/. and incurred
befides a confiderable Expence, which is now a Debt upon the Public Journal of that
Colony, by putting her Militia into attual Service, and that an unhappy Difpute,
attended with a very heavy Provincial Charge on fome Topick of Privilege, was the
real Caufe, why the Grants of Marylund were not more liberal,  After all, therefave
been Inftances, T {pcak not of more modern Times, in which the Parfimony of the
Parliament hath been complained of, and the Notion of Privilege carried to a great
Length by the Houfe of Commons; but thefe have not been thought folid Reafons
for ftripping their Conftituents of their Rights.
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