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deemed Irdecency, and flrong Expreffions Infolence, in which a Claim of Righ
may net, perbaps, be explained, or cven infinttated, if to impugn, or glanes g:
sbeir Athority whofe Relief is Jupplicated. “To foften” and deprecate muf} be i)
Hope and Endeavour, th? a guiltlefs Freeman “twould, probablyy be aubward 4
ringing all the Changes of Parce, Precor.

L Dol
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Under thefe Circumflances, the Liberty of the Prefs is of the meft mementous Co;;lr:
Jequencey for if Truth is not allowed 1 Jpeak thence in it's genuine Language 5.
P/airmef; and Simplicity, nor Freedsm to vindicate it's Privileges with decent Fiymi.
nefs, we fhall have too much Reafon to acknowledge Fis Foreficht 1wha predificd, the,)
““ the Conflitution of the Britifh Government 1w 100 exceilent fo be permantent.’
The Train for the Accomplifbment of that Prsphecy hath not yet catched in Americyf

nory I truft, been laid. 0

That there have been Laws extremely unjuft and oppreffive, the Declarations ¢
Jubfequent Parliaments, fixing this Stigma upon them, evince ; but whilfl the Piwa>
which introduced them Prtvai/ed, it was not prudent to give them thwir deferved:
Charatters.  The Parliament of Henry 111, or that of Hcm:y VI, need not 4
cited; there are many other Inflances, the’ net branded with Epithets Jo remarkabl;.

r

opprobrious.

In the Opinion of a great Lawyer, an Af1 of Parliamert may b void, and of a -
great Divine, ¢ all Men have natural, and Frecmen legal Rights, which they may
““ juftly maintainy and no legiflative Authority can de vrive them of :

J4tly maintain, 8ifl y can dif of. .

Cafes may be imagined in which the Truth of thefe Pafitions m:’gbt, in Theory, b}
adinitted ; but in Prafiice, unlefs there fhould e very })n‘n/iar Circionflances, fuch|:
as can’t be /Zzppo/ézl to exyl during the Prevalesce of the Power that introduced .
who would rely upon the Authority of Opinions, or the Principles of them, for bis|+
Protection againfl the Penalties of any psofitive Law ?

w s,

When the Fudges were afi’d by Heney VIIl, Whether a Man might be ats k,
tainted of High Treafon by Parliament, the' not called to anfwer, they declared b
that it was a dangerous szﬂion, and gave the evaftve Anfter that, << the High
“¢ Court of Parliament ought to give xamples of Fuflice to the inferior Courts,
“ none of which could do the like.”” But tho' it might be dangerous to declare againft 1"
the duthority of Parliament, we are not bound 1o acknowledge it's Inerrability, nar b
precluded from ¢examining the Principles and Confequences of Laws, or from Pointing I°
~ out their Impropricties, and Defetts. Upon ihis Ground 1 bave proceeded in th B

Sellowing Cenfiderations, and fhall not 3¢ appoimted if they fhould appear to k B
%o freey or too referved, to Readers of different Complexions, - B
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